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ANNUAL  MESSAGE 


H.  B.  RICE, 

MAYOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HOUSTON. 


CITY  OF  HOUSTON. 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 


MAYOR'S  MESSAGE. 


Houston,  March  14,  1908. 


To  the  Honorable  Commission  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Gentlemen:  According  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Charter  of  the  City  of  Houston,  I  herewith  submit  my  An- 
nual Message.  Our  last  fiscal  year,  dating  from  March 
1,  1907,  to  March  1,  1908,  has  been  one  of  remarkable  growth 
and  development.  Not  only  has  the  city  rapidly  increased 
in  population,  but  the  stimulus  to  all  kinds  of  industries, 
and  modern  buildings,  in  the  business  as  well  as  in  the  resi- 
dence districts,  is  above  the  ordinary.  In  fact,  the  City  of 
Houston  is  growing  so  rapidly  that  it  has  become  a  grave 
question  whether  she  can  do  justice  to  all  her  obligations 
and  keep  abreast  of  the  times  with  a  tax  rate  of  $1.80  on 
the  hundred  dollars,  on  a  $50,000,000.00  assessment. 

Increased  population  means  increased  expenses  in  every 
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department,  such  as  Fire,  Health,  Police,  Schools,  Streets, 
etc. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houston  taxpayer  to 
the  above  tax  rate  and  property  valuation.  With  an  as- 
sessment of  not  over  50  per  cent,  of  its  actual  value,  with 
no  special  taxes  of  any  description,  with  no  one  paying  for 
or  contributing  specially  to  a  single  pavement  laid  in  this 
city,  the  people  of  this  community  are  enjoying  a  local  bur- 
den lighter  than  that  ordinarily  allotted  to  a  municipality. 
With  our  highest  Texas  court  holding  that  a  homestead 
cannot  be  charged  with  pavements,  I  think,  in  order  to  ad- 
vance the  interest  and  condition  of  this  city,  that  hereafter, 
when  the  present  paving  contracts  have  expired,  the  city 
government  construct  no  pavement  in  front  of  any  citizen's 
property  unless  such  citizen  contribute  to  the  expense  of  said 
work.  In  other  words,  those  citizens  who  are  desirous  of 
progress  and  convenience,  who  by  their  contribution  to  the 
cost  of  pavements  and  sewers,  should  be  the  first  to  be  con- 
sidered. As  all  such  improvements  are  paid  for  out  of  the 
general  revenue,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  unjust  to  benefit 
one  citizen's  property  at  the  expense  of  another.  The  bond- 
issuing  capacity  of  all  Texas  cities  being  limited,  it  is  there- 
fore an  impossibility  to  pave  all  streets  in  any  city  like 
Houston,  without  the  contribution  and  co-operation  of  the 
taxpayer. 

The  construction  of  the  storm  and  sanitary  sewers,  so 
necessary  to  the  health  of  this  city,  is  identically  in  the 
same  position  as  the  paving  of  streets. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  of 
last  year's  recommendations  have  been  fulfilled. 

The  wooden  pavements  in  the  business  district  have  been 
supplanted  with  modern,  up-to-date  vitrified  brick  construc- 
tion, not  only  being  a  comfort  to  transportation,  but  beauti- 
fying the  appearance  of  the  city. 

It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  speak  of  the  almost  unani- 
mous response  for  good  and  substantial  sidewalks.  Noth- 
ing is  more  conducive  to  the  happiness  as  well  as  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  community  than  good  sidewalks. 
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This  department  has  been  under  the  personal  supervis- 
ion of  Commissioner  Gaston.  You  will  see  from  his  annual 
report  that  over  twenty-eight  miles  of  sidewalks  have 
been  constructed  during  our  last  fiscal  year,  without  co- 
ercion, litigation  or  trouble. 

It  speaks  volumes  for  the  enterprise  and  pride  of  our 
good  people.  During  the  next  year  this  work  will  be  much 
extended. 

The  management  of  all  departments  under  Commissioner 
Gaston  has  been  business-like  and.  successful,  and  I  feel  un- 
der obligations  for  his  co-operation  and  advice.  His  re- 
port shows  that  the  City  of  Houston  is  steadily  increasing 
her  assets  over  her  liabilities,  and  is  in  a  healthy  financial 
condition. 

WATER,   LIGHT  AND   SEWERS. 

The  City  of  Houston  has  expended  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  for  permanent  improvements  in  its'  Water  Depart- 
ment, the  sum  of  $58,368.15.  These  improvements  have 
been  made,  not  by  taxing  the  people,  but  from  the  current 
revenues  of  the  department,  as  will  appear  from  the  report 
of  the  Water  Commissioner. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  call  your  attention  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  Water  Department.  We  have  been  for- 
tunate in  having  Commissioner  Thompson  at  its  head.  Both 
honest  and  practical,  he  has  shown  rare  good  sense,  and 
has  demonstrated  the  fact  that,  with  strict  business  prin- 
ciples and  absence  of  politics,  a  municipal  water  plant  can 
be  successfully  operated,  maintained  and  improved  out  of 
its  legitimate  earnings. 

There  will  be  expended  during  this  year  about  $100,000.00 
in  this  department,  both  for  the  extension  of  water  mains 
and  increased  facilities  at  the  pumping  station. 

Mr.  Thompson's  recommendation  that  in  the  purchase  of 
a  large,  modern,  up-to-date  15,000,000-glallon  pump,  in- 
creasing our  water  supply  and  lessening  fire  risks,  a  commit- 
tee of  reputable  citizens  be  appointed  to  assist  him  in  se- 
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lecting  and  purchasing  this  pump,  shows  plainly  that  this 
is  a  business  government,  and  one  strong  for  the  good  of 
the  people. 

GAS. 

In  the  Department  of  Light,  under  Mr.  Thompson,  comes 
the  subject  of  gas.  I  recommend  that  the  rate  to  be  charged 
our  citizens  for  the  coming  year  be  placed  at  $1.00  per 
thousand  cubic  feet.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  gas  is  pro- 
duced today  at  such  a  small  cost,  I  think  the  company  can 
earn  a  satisfactory  dividend  upon  its  capital  stock,  besides 
paying  interest  on  its  bonded  indebtedness,  at  this  figure. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTS. 

Houston  is  about  as  well  lighted  a  city  as  any  in  Texas, 
but  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  we  are  paying  too  high  a  price 
for  such  service.  I  submit  to  you  the  remarks  *of  Commis- 
sioner Thompson  upon  this  subject:  "In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  contract  between  the  city  and  the  Houston  Light- 
ing and  Power  Company  has  but  a  short  while  to  run,  and 
of  the  further  fact  that  the  demands  on  the  city  for  the 
extension  of  the  lighting  system  is  becoming  greater  each 
day,  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  matter  of 
lighting  the  city  should  have  careful  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  the  administration,  to  the  end  that  the  expense 
of  same  may  be  reduced  to  a  minimum." 

POLICE. 

This  department  is  directly  under  the  supervision  of  Com- 
missioner Appleby  and  Chief  of  Police  Ellis.  Nearly  all 
cities  in  this  country  the  size  of  Houston  have  fully  40  per 
cent,  more  policemen.  The  peace  that  exists  in  this  com- 
munity and  the  decline  of  crime  speak  volumes  for  the  man- 
agement of  this  department. 

In  discussing  the  Police  Department,  I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  numerous  troubles  during  the  past  year  with  in- 
corrigible youths  in  this  city.     As  the  new  Juvenile  Court 
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law  seems  to  bring  no  relief  to  cities,  I  suggest  that  you 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,400.00  to  assist  the  present  Crim- 
inal District  Attorney  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  The 
State  of  Texas  makes  no  such  provision,  and  I  am  confi- 
dent that  with  this  assistance  and  the  assistance  of  the  po- 
lice, Mr.  Love  will  not  only  break  up  the  low  resorts  that 
purchase  goods  from  these  youths,  but  will  be  able  to  bet- 
ter prosecute  crime  of  all  kinds,  and  rid  our  city  of  the 
chronic  law-breaker,  thereby  reducing  to  a  minimum  the 
heretofore  overcrowded  criminal  docket. 

FIRE. 

This  branch  of  our  service  is  well  maintained ;  many  im- 
provements in  the  way  of  increased  fire  stations  and  equip- 
ments will  be  made  in  the  next  few  months.  With  the  in- 
creased facilities  in  this  and  the  Water  Department,  our  in- 
surance rate  should  be  reduced. 

SCHOOLS. 

From  the  report  of  the  Controller  you  will  notice  over 
$53,000.00  has  been  spent  in  the  construction  of  substan- 
tial school  houses. 

Our  schools  are  not  only  in  a  satisfactory  but  splendid 
condition.  We,  and  all  Houston,  owe  sincere  thanks  to  our 
present  School  Board  and  its  most  excellent  Superintendent, 
Mr.  P.  W.  Horn.  With  the  scholastic  population  rapidly 
increasing,  these  gentlemen  came  within  their  budget  of 
last  year  by  the  sum  of  $8,000.00,  something  unknown  to 
me  before  in  my  public  life.  Upon  their  advice  I  recom- 
mend that  two  eight-room  brick  school  houses  be  built  at 
once,  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  next  school  session, 
one  on  block  D,  Allen  Addition,  north  side  Buffalo  Bayou, 
and  one  on  block  5,  Woodland  Heights.  These  two  dis- 
tricts at  present  need  more  school  facilities  than  any  other 
part  of  the  city. 

In  view  of  Prof.  Horn's  splendid  service,  and  the  excel- 
lent condition  and  harmony  of  our  entire  school  system,  I 
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recommend  that  his  salary  be  made  $3,600.00  per  annum, 
showing  that  we  not  only  appreciate  his  service,  but  want 
him  to  remain  with  us. 

I  further  recommend  that  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dol- 
lars be  set  aside  for  the  instruction  of  the  Kindergarten 
system  in  the  schools. 

BUFFALO  BAYOU. 

Probably  one  of  the  best  investments  made  by  the  gov- 
ernment has  been  the  purchase  of  the  dredge  boat  "Tom 
Ball/'  and  its  practical  operation  on  the  stream  between 
Houston  and  Harrisburg.  Some  months  ago  the  city  loaned 
the  dredge  boat  to  the  United  States  government,  and  since 
early  in  January  it  has  been  steadily  improving  this  water- 
way. It  is  now  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  when  it  has 
reached  the  foot  of  Main  Street  will  have  furnished  suf- 
ficient depth  of  water  for  all  practical  purposes. 

I  recommend  that  you  appropriate  such  funds  as  will 
build  a  new  and  complete  wharf  from  Fannin  to  Travis 
Streets.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  $34,- 
000,000.00  of  freight  passed  over  this  stream  last  year. 

It  is  particularly  gratifying  that  our  people  have  awak- 
ened to  the  importance  of  our  waterway  to  the  Gulf.  As 
before  said,  it  is  the  best  asset  of  this  community,  and  I  feel 
that  the  City  of  Houston,  in  order  to  receive  the  practical 
benefit  as  soon  as  possible  from  this  channel  to  the  Gulf, 
should  be  ready  at  all  times  to  materially  assist  the  United 
States  government  in  its  completion  and  maintenance. 
With  a  substantial  jetty  from  Red  Fish  Bar  to  Bolivar  this 
channel  can  always  be  easily  maintained  at  a  minimum  ex- 
pense, and  I  believe  the  City  of  Houston  could,  and  should, 
contribute  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  cost.  By  doing  so  it 
will  encourage  Congress  to  help  us,  and  at  the  same  time 
help  ourselves. 

STREETS  AND  BRIDGES. 

We  have  spent  $114,675.67  during  the  past  year  in  the 
construction  of  substantial  pavements.     In  a  few  weeks  the 
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entire  business  part  of  Houston  will  be  paved,  something 
long  desired. 

The  question  of  drainage,  on  account  of  the  excessive 
rainfall  in  the  past  few  months,  has  given  us  no  little 
trouble  and  worry.  In  order  to  get  practical  results  and 
give  the  citizens  relief,  you  have  placed  these  matters  un- 
der the  direct  supervision  of  the  City  Engineer,  and  al- 
ready good  results  show  your  wisdom.  In  the  construction 
of  large  surface  drains  west  of  Main  Street  and  other  lo- 
calities during  the  spring  and  summer  months,  we  will 
have  no  repetition  of  last  winter's  discomfort. 

In  this  task,  we  should  have  (and  I  believe  we  will)  the 
earnest  co-operation  of  the  railroad  companies  passing 
through  this  city,  and  in  the  next  few  weeks  the  City  En- 
gineer should  prepare  plans  for  all  work  that  we  deem  just 
and  necessary  for  these  railroads  to  perform. 

LEGAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Two  and  one-half  years  ago,  when  this  new  form  of  gov- 
ernment was  inaugurated  in  Houston,  suits  amounting  to 
$535,000.00  were  on  the  docket;  today  only  $25,000.00  re* 
main.  It  shows  that  this  department  has  been  managed 
with  business  ability  and  dispatch. 

CITY  ENGINEER. 

This  department  has  been  exceptionally  busy  during  the 
past  year,  and  has  done  its  work  well. 

I  recommend  that  the  present  Acting  City  Engineer,  T.  C. 
Tarver,  be  made  City  Engineer.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  A. 
&  M.  College  of  this  State,  and,  although  young,  is  compe- 
tent and  worthy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

I  recommend  that  the  suggestion  of  Commissioner  Gas- 
ton to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  for  music  in  Sam 
Houston  Park  during  the  summer  months  be  allowed.  It 
will  be  a  great  comfort  to  many  people  in  this  climate. 

I  recommend  that  the  tax  levy  for  the  ensuing  year  be 
fixed  at  $1.80  per  hundred  dollars. 
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BUDGET. 

The  Annual  Budget  for  the  different  departments  is  re- 
spectfully submitted  as  follows: 

Mayor    and    Commissioners $13,600.00 

Controller   and   Secretary 4,900.00 

Law  Department 10,500.00 

Treasurer    620.00 

Assessor   and   Collector 13,500.00 

City  Hall 2,700.00 

Elections     1,000.00    * 

Damages    1,000.00 

Interest    on    Bonds 236,000.00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses   15,000.00 

Electric  Lights   50,000.00 

Police    82,000.00 

Corporation  Court 1,900.00 

Fire  Department    90,000.00 

Health  Department   12,500.00 

Scavenger  Department  13,000.00 

Electrical  Department   4,500.00 

City  Engineer   12,000.00 

Street   and   Bridge   Department 60,000.00 

Drainage   30,000.00 

Garbage   Department    16,000.00 

Sewer   Department    25,000.00 

Market    7,000.00 

Schools    120,000.00 

Parks    8,000.00 

Carnegie    Library    7,000.00 

Storrie  Certificates    10,900.00 

Refunding  Certificates   21,000.00 

Criminal   District   Attorney 2,400.00 

Mayor's   Emergency   Fund 1,000.00 

$873,020.00 

You  will  notice  that  the  amount  of  this  budget  is  in  excess 
of  the  previous  year,  one  item  alone  of  $50,000.00  being 
interest  on  the  water  bonds.  I  recommend  that  the  appro- 
priation for  water  be  $80,000.00. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  amount  of  perma- 
nent improvements  made  by  this  government  last  year 
without  the  issuance  of  bonds. 

School    Houses    $  53,455.59 

Sewers   37,280.86 

Water   Plant    58,368.15 

Street  Paving 114,675.67 

Buffalo   Bayou   Improvement 42,908.45 

Miscellaneous  Permanent  Improvements       5,106.83 

Harris    County    Bonds 50,522.15 

Making  a  Grand  Total  of $363,317770 
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The  above  items  show  to  the  taxpayers  of  this  city  that 
they  are  receiving  substantial  benefits  from  monies  paid 
into  the  treasury. 

As  stated  before,  Houston  is  rapidly  growing,  and  des- 
tined to  be  one  of  the  largest  cities  in  the  Southwest.  In 
this  growth  and  expansion  comes  increased  demands  upon 
the  local  government.  The  greatest  work  before  this  com- 
munity is  permanent  drainage  and  sanitary  sewers.  There 
are  only  two  ways  of  securing  these  necessary  improve- 
ments. One  is  to  assess  all  property  at  a  figure  near  its 
actual  valuation,  and  the  other  is  the  issuance  of  bonds. 

If  this  city  is  to  be  thoroughly  drained  and  sewered,  one 
of  the  above  plans  must  be  adopted.  With  new  people  daily 
pouring  into  Houston  and  making  their  homes  with  us,  they 
will  demand  these  necessary  improvements,  and  our  citi- 
zens should  realize  that  the  sooner  this  good  work  com- 
mences, the  brighter  the  future  of  Houston. 

I  thank  you  for  your  assistance  and  co-operation  in  the 
management  of  our  city.  Respectfully, 

H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


J.  Z.  GASTON, 

CHAIRMAN  FINANCE  AND  REVENUE 
COMMITTEE, 


For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


.      REPORT  OF 
FINANCE  AND  REVENUE  COMMITTEE. 


Houston,  March  7,  1908. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

May or  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  Your  Committee  on  Finance  and  Revenue 
herewith  submits  its  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
February  29,  1908,  together  with  reports  of  the  depart- 
ments under  the  supervision  of  this  committee.  The  heads 
of  the  departments  under  this  committee  have  conducted 
the  affairs  committed  to  their  care  in  a  business-like  man- 
ner, as  is  reflected  by  their  reports,  and  perfect  harmony 
and  co-operation  has  prevailed  between  the  committee  and 
its  departments. 

Our  annual  statement,  as  evidenced  by  the  Controller's 
books,  shows  available  cash  on  hand  $200,842.88,  not  in- 
cluding $50,522.10  placed  in  the  Sinking  Fund  during  the 
past  year,  besides  accounts  receivable,  amounting  to  $471,- 
720.81,  including  uncollected  taxes  and  miscellaneous  items, 
or  a  total  of  available  assets  in  amount  $672,563.69,  against 
which  there  is  a  showing  of  current  liabilities  amounting  to 
$76,094.21,  of  which  $44,622.40  represents  accrued,  but  not 
due,  interest  on  bonded  debt.  In  fact,  the  floating  debt,  as 
shown,  consists  only  of  February,  1908,  bills,  in  due  course 
of  liquidation. 

Our  general  revenue  shows  an  increase  over  last  year 
of  $164,361.20,  and  the  amount  of  general  revenues  that 
have  gone  into  permanent  improvements  during  the  year 
foots  up  $312,795.55.  Moreover,  we  have  taken  up  $21,- 
213.01    of  outstanding  paving  refunding  certificates,   and 
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$11,200.00  of  the  Storrie  certificates  of  indebtedness,  as 
due  and  presented  for  payment  in  January,  1908.  This 
has  been  done  from  general  funds,  as  no  bonds  have  been 
issued  during  the  year. 

The  addition  to  permanent  improvements  account  is  dis- 
tributed as  follows : 

PERMANENT   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Amount  invested  in  new  School  Houses $  53,455.59 

Amount  invested  in   Sewers 37,280.86 

Amount  invested  in  Water  Plant 58,368.15 

Amount  invested  in  Street  Paving 114,675.67 

Amount  invested  in  Buffalo  Bayou  Improvement 42,908.45 

Amount  invested  in  Miscellaneous  Permanent  Improvements       6,106.83 

Total   $312,795.55 

Our  cash  on  hand  is  $26,733.89  in  excess  of  amount  on 
hand  same  time  last  year,  while  available  assets  are  $73,- 
019.31  in  excess  after  setting  aside  $50,522.15  to  Sinking 
Fund,  etc.  Moreover,  our  current  liabilities  show  $6,410.08 
less  than  at  same  time  last  year,  besides  paying  off  Storrie 
certificates  $11,200.00,  and  paving  certificates  $21,213.01, 
and  finally  showing  an  increase  in  our  "Excess  of  Assets 
over  Liabilities"  account  of  $501,893.99  more  than  last 
year. 

Permanent  Improvements   ..  . $312,795.55 

Cash    26,733.89 

Available   Assets    73,019.31 

Sinking  Fund    50,522.15 

Floating  Indebtedness    6,410.08 

Storrie  and  Paving  Certificates. 32,413.01 

$501,893.99 
ASSESSMENTS  AND  TAX  RATE. 

The  revenues  of  the  city  at  this  time  are  sufficient  to 
maintain  good  service  in  the  different  departments  and 
have  a  substantial  amount  to  be  used  for  permanent  public 
improvements,  therefore  we  recommend  that  the  assess- 
ment of  property  values  be  not  raised  this  year,  and  that 
the  tax  rate  be  not  increased. 
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ASSESSOR  AND  COLLECTOR'S  OFFICE. 

The  Tax  Department  occupies  a  position  of  peculiar  con- 
sequence in  the  machinery  of  city  government,  not  only  in 
that  it  furnishes  the  money  for  the  maintenance  of  the  city, 
but  also  in  that  a  loose  system  of  office  procedure  tends  to 
give  an  undue  advantage  to  the  unscrupulous  dodger,  and 
to  impose  more  than  a  fair  share  of  the  tax  burdens  on  the 
conscientious  citizen. 

In  order  to  overcome  the  disadvantages  of  a  loose,  over- 
grown system,  the  Commission  entered  into  a  contract  with 
the  Stewart  Abstract  and  Title  Company  for  the  installa- 
tion of  an  assessment  system  designed  by  that  company, 
and  modeled,  more  or  less,  along  the  lines  of  assessment  sys- 
tems in  use  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  North  and  East. 

The  work  was  completed  late  in  1906,  but,  under  its  con- 
tract, the  company  took  charge  of  the  system  and  kept  it 
running  until  January  1,  1908,  on  which  date  the  city  as- 
sumed management  and  employed  a  practical  abstract  man 
to  take  charge  of  it. 

The  system  comprises  an  ownership  record  from  the  pub- 
lic records,  showing  a  map  of  each  separate  tract  of  land 
within  the  city  limits,  its  size,  and  the  name  of  the  owner. 
It  is  indexed  and  cross-indexed  in  such  manner  as  to  pro- 
vide absolutely  against  double  assessments  and  against  the 
possibility  of  omitting  any  tract  from  the  assessment  rolls. 
Regardless  of  whether  a  property  owner  renders  his  hold- 
ings for  taxation  or  not,  it  is  possible,  by  the  use  of  this 
system,  for  the  city  to  place  upon  the  rolls  the  exact  amount 
of  land  owned  by  him,  with  a  correct  legal  description  of 
the  same. 

A  test  of  this  feature  of  the  new  arrangement  was  made 
on  the  tax  rolls  for  1906.  That  part  of  the  work  covering 
acreage  property  inside  of  the  city  limits  had  been  complet- 
ed in  time  for  use  that  year,  and  by  means  of  its  use  suf-< 
ficient  property,  then  dodging  taxation,  was  placed  upon 
the  rolls  to  make  the  taxes  collected  upon  such  additional 
property  in  one  year  more  than  equal  the  entire  charge  of 
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the  Stewart  Abstract  and  Title  Company  for  the  installa- 
tion. 

The  system  comprises  eighteen  loose-leaf  ledgers  and 
twenty  thousand  index  cards. 

The  vault  in  the  Assessor  and  Collector's  office  needs  a 
fresh  coat  of  paint  and  a  new  covering  on  the  floor,  and 
we  recommend  that  City  Hall  appropriation  be  increased 
enough  to  cover  this  work. 

We  recommend  that  the  latest  improved  book  typewriter 
be  purchased  for  use  in  the  Secretary's  office. 

SIDEWALKS. 

We  want  in  this  report  to  say  something  about  the  suc- 
cess of  the  sidewalk  movement  in  Houston,  and  in  doing 
that  we  want  to  call  attention  to  the  generous  response 
that  has  come  from  the  people  on  this  subject.  The  Council 
did  not  approach  this  question  of  uniform  sidewalks  un- 
der the  district  system  without  some  hesitation.  It  has 
given  careful  thought,  and  the  plan  has  worked  out  after 
the  most  earnest  consideration.  In  May  last  the  matter 
was  taken  up,  and  on  May  15th  the  first  ordinance  on  the  , 
subject  was  passed.  The  district  then  mapped  out  took  in 
that  section  of  the  city  occupied  by  residence  and  business 
houses  east  of  Main  Street,  some  of  the  most  valuable  prop- 
erty in  Houston.  While  the  action  of  the  Council  was 
upon  a  legal  basis,  and  necessarily  had  to  be,  we  depended 
more  upon  moral  suasion  and  the  patriotism  of  a  good  peo- 
ple, as  anxious  for  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  Hous- 
ton as  they  were  for  their  own  personal  success,  and  the  re- 
sult proves  that  the  confidence  of  the  Commission  was  not 
misplaced.  We  asked  that  which  the  Commission  believed 
was  for  the  benefit  of  all;  which  would  improve  the  city; 
a  betterment  to  the  abutting  property,  and  which  would 
enhance  the  value  of  real  estate.  The  appeal  that  was  made 
met  with  a  ready  response,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  city's 
officers  is  due  to  the  good  people  of  Houston,  who  have  done 
well  their  part. 
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The  next  district  to  be  outlined  was  on  the  north  side 
of  the  bayou,  and  in  this  we  appealed  to  the  patriotism  of 
a  large  section  of  the  Fifth  Ward.  That  appeal  was  met 
with  immediate  response.  Even  before  the  ordinance  be- 
came effective  as  to  their  holdings,  the  owners  of  real  es- 
tate made  application  for  their  permits,  and  the  inspector 
found  that,  instead  of  going  to  them,  they  were  coming  to 
him.  All  of  this  is  very  gratifying  to  us  of  the  Commis- 
sion, who  are  charged  with  the  interests  of  the  city  through 
administrative  functions,  and  it  is  not  amiss  in  this  re- 
port for  us,  as  a  committee  in  charge  of  this  work,  to  here 
express  the  thanks  of  the  entire  Commission  for  the  help 
that  we  have  received  from  the  people. 

The  next  district  will  be  much  larger  than  any  we  have 
heretofore  outlined.  It  will  include  that  long  stretch  of 
city  territory  that  lies  west  of  Travis  Street,  south  to  Lee- 
land  Avenue^,  with  the  meanderings  of  the  bayou  to  its  west- 
ward limit.  We  have  the  assurance  of  a  loyal  citizenship 
that  among  them  we  will  find  those  who  will  start  the  new 
fiscal  year  with  the  improvements  asked  of  them. 

The  report  of  the  Sidewalk  Inspector  shows  that  more 
than  twenty-eight  miles  of  sidewalk  have  been  laid  since 
last  May.  These  figures  speak  for  themselves.  Further 
comment  would  be  a  surpjus  of  words. 

MARKET  HOUSE. 

This  department  is  being  run  in  a  satisfactory  and  busi- 
ness-like way  by  Market  Master  Ollre.  The  tenants  are 
prosperous  and  satisfied.  The  receipts  for  the  past  year's 
rents  amount  to  $17,589.05;  the  expenses  amount  to  $6,- 
828.64,  leaving  a  net  balance  on  account  of  the  Market  of 
$10,760.41.  We  recommend  the  grade  of  the  pavement  un- 
der the  shed  at  the  west  side  of  the  Market  be  lowered,  and 
that  a  brick  pavement  be  substituted  for  the  rock  pave- 
ment now  there.  The  shed  and  pavement  were  originally 
constructed  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  standing  place 
for  wagons  with  market  produce  from  which  the  owners 
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could  make  their  sales,  but  as  constructed  the  grade  was 
so  steep  and  the  pavement  so  rough  that  it  was  difficult 
for  wagons  to  back  in  under  the  sheds,  and  hence  farmers 
and  others  coming  to  the  Market  with  vegetables  and  other 
produce  for  sale  have  insisted  on  occupying  the  streets 
around  the  Market,  backing  up  to  the  <  sidewalks,  thereby 
blocking  up  the  street  and  creating  unsanitary  and  unsat- 
isfactory conditions ;  all  of  which  can  be  avoided  by  making 
the  sheds  and  pavement  thereunder  suitable  for  the  purposes 
for  which  they  were  intended. 

MUSIC  IN  PARK. 

For  several  seasons  past  music  in  Sam  Houston  Park 
has  been  enjoyed  by  the  people  to  a  limited  extent,  free 
concerts  twice  a  week  for  a  part  of  the  summer  months 
being  given.  This  work  has  been  largely  sustained  by  the 
Civic  Club,  the  city  aiding  as  much  as  it  felt  justified  in 
doing,  consistent  with  its  financial  condition.  We  feel  now 
that  the  city  is  able  to  appropriate  $3,000.00  to  support 
this  most  worthy  and  elevating  cause,  thereby  giving  during 
the  long,  hot  days  of  summer  three  concerts  a  week,  and 
we  so  recommend. 

CONCLUSION. 

From  a  financial  standpoint  the  city  is  in  excellent  shape, 
and  we  have  on  hand  a  substantial  cash  balance,  as  here- 
tofore stated. 

BUDGET    ALLOWANCE    RECOMMENDED    FOR    DEPARTMENTS 
UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION  OF  THIS  COMMITTEE. 

Treasurer    $      620.00 

Assessor  and  Collector 13,500.00 

City  Hall    3,000.00 

Market     7,000.00 

Controller  and  Secretary 4,900.00 

Park    $5,000.00} 

Park    Concerts    3,000.00  \  6-uuuuu 

We  appreciate  the  co-operation  and  consideration  of  the 
Mayor,  the  heads  of  this  committee's  departments,  T.   C. 
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Dunn,  Treasurer;  Tom  Bringhurst,  Controller  and  Secre- 
tary; Miss  Roberta  Cotter,  Assistant  Secretary;  Jas.  P. 
Welsh,  Assessor  and  Collector,  and  assistants;  F.  J.  Ollre, 
Market  Master,  as  well  as  the  officers  and  employes  of  the 
city.  ,  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Z.  Gaston, 
Chairman  Finance  and  Revenue  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


JAMES  A.  THOMPSON, 

CHAIRMAN  WATER,  LIGHT  AND 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE, 


For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF 
WATER,  LIGHT  AND  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  5,  1908. 
Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  Article  VII,  Section  10, 
of  the  City  Charter,  I,  as  Chairman  of  Water,  Light  and 
Health  Committee,  herewith  submit  a  brief  summary  of 
the  operations  of  the  several  departments  over  which  this 
committee  has  had  supervision  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
February  29,  1908. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Water  Department  has  no 
appointive  head  to  direct  its  operation,  it  became  the  duty 
of  your  committee  to  assume  the  management  of  same; 
therefore,  as  chairman  of  said  committee,  I  deem  it  proper 
to  include  in  this  summary  the  more  important  improve- 
ments made  in  that  department  during  the  year  just  closed. 
The  Health  Department,  as  you  are  aware,  is  composed  of 
several  branches,  each  with  an  appointive  head,  as  follows : 
The  Health  Officer  and  his  assistants,  including  the  Milk 
Inspector;  the  Scavenger  and  his  Sanitary  Inspectors;  the 
Superintendent  of  Garbage  and  employes  working  under 
him;  the  Sewer  Inspector  and  the  City  Engineer  (insofar 
as  the  crematory,  sewer  pumping  plant,  filtering  beds  and 
the  sewerage  system  of  the  city  are  concerned),  are  under 
the  general  control  of  the  Water,  Light  and  Health  Com- 
mittee, and  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  de- 
tail as  to  the  workings  of  these  departments,  but  submit 
the  reports  of  the  appointive  heads  of  same,  showing  in 
detail  everything  of  importance  that  has  been  accomplished 
in  their  several  departments.  The  reports  in  detail,  above 
referred  to,  are  attached  to  this  report  and  made  a  part 
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thereof,  and  marked  Exhibits  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  to  which  your 
attention  is  respectfully  directed. 

WATER. 

Under  this  head  will  be  included  in  full  the  reports  of 
the  Chief  Engineer,  Superintendent,  Water  Department  Ac- 
countant and  Meter  Inspector. 

The  report  of  Chief  Engineer  at  water  plant  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Jas.  A.  Thompson, 

Chairman  Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  herewith 
submit  my  report,  and  in  said  report  I  am  glad  to  state 
that  we  have  had  no  serious  accidents  during  the  fiscal  year 
just  closed.  The  worst  trouble  we  have  had  was  caused 
by  the  flooded  state  of  the  bayou  on  June  7th  of  last 
year,  which  caused  our  No.  5  receiving  tank  to  float  and 
break  some  of  our  suction  pipes,  causing  an  expense  for 
material  and  labor  of  $651.52.  Very  extensive  repairs  have 
been  made  on  pumps,  as  follows : 

Hocker  pump  (in  gully),  $15.00. 

Engine  No.  1026  (in  round  house),  $195.44. 

Engine  No.  330,  $467.25. 

Engine  No.  764,  $511.85.  We  gave  this  engine  a  thor- 
ough overhauling;  there  was  about  $1,000.00  worth  of  new 
parts  for  this  engine,  which  had  been  purchased  by  the 
old  company  some  two  year's  previous  to  the  city's  owner- 
ship, but  had  not  been  placed  for  the  want  of  an  opportunity. 
Some  of  the  new  parts  placed  will  not  have  to  be  renewed 
for  two  years,  and  some  for  five  years. 

Engine  No.  1476   (old  air  compressor),  $50.15. 

I  have  worked  on  some  of  our  small  pumps,  and  I  think 
$50.00  will  cover  the  expense. 

Our  boiler  plant  has  not  cost  much  for  repairs  for  the 
past  year;  only  $106.72  was  expended. 

I  have  repaired  five  wells  during  the  year,  and  used  ma- 
terial that  we  had  in  stock  for  that  purpose,  at  a  cost  of 
$106.99  for  labor. 

There  have  been  built  and  installed  at  the  plant  during 
the  past  year: 
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One  corrugated  iron  engine  and  boiler  room,  including 
cement  floor  in  the  engine  room,  at  a  cost  of  $2,211.15. 

One  storehouse,  at  a  cost  of  $319.30. 

Three  290  H.  P.  Heine  boilers,  at  a  cost  of  $10,264.00. 

One  8-foot  Weber  steel  concrete  chimney,  128  feet  high, 
capable  of  taking  care  of  1740  commercial  horsepower,  at 
a  cost  of  $3,675.00. 

One  Ingersoll-Rand  air  compressor,  driven  by  a  Cooper 
cross  compound  condensing  Corliss  engine,  capable  of  devel- 
oping 580  indicated  horsepower,  at  a  cost  of  $17,537.00. 

One  10xl2-foot  concrete,  steel  reinforced  pump  well,  at 
a  cost  of  $373.12. 

One  1,000  H.  P.  Cochran  boiler  feed  heater,  at  a  cost  of 
$554.00. 

We  have  laid  a  12-inch  intake  pipe  from  bayou  to  pump 
well;  a  10-inch  suction  pipe  from  pump  well  to  condenser 
in  engine  room;  an  8-inch  discharge  pipe  from  condenser 
to  bayou;  also,  a  6-inch  discharge  pipe  from  condenser  to  a 
point  below  engine  room  (not  quite  completed)  ;  a  3-inch 
pipe  for  draining  the  circulating  water  from  air  cylinders 
to  our  receiving  tank.  Most  of  the  material  used  in  making 
these  improvements  had  been  in  use  before,  but  was  as  good 
as  new,  and  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  used. 

We  have  put  up  a  new  12-inch  steam  heater,  and  con- 
nected all  the  boilers  and  pumps  to  it;  also  placed  a  new 
12-inch  air  discharge  line,  and  connected  all  of  our  branch 
air  lines  thereto ;  also  reset  air  receiver. 

We  have  installed  the  1,000  H.  P.  Cochran  heater  and 
attached  our  boiler  feed  pumps  thereto,  but  all  of  the  work 
is  not  yet  completed. 

The  cost  of  labor  and  material  in  making  the  above 
enumerated  connections  and  improvements  is  as  follows : 

Steam  Heater  and  Connections — Material  and  Labor $3,867.14 

Boiler  Feed  Pipe  Lines,  Cold  Water  Lines,  Suction  to  Boiler 
Feed  Pump,  Cochran  Heater  Pipes  to  and  from  Oil  Burner, 
Pipe  Lines,  Steam  and  Oil,  and  Burners — Material  and 
Labor     638.50 

Additional  Material  and  Labor  charged  to  Tie  Rods  and  Ex- 
hausts to  Cochran   Heater 85.17 

12-inch  Intake  and  10-inch  Suction,  and  6,  8  and  3-inch  Dis- 
charge Pipes  to  and  from  New  Compressor — Material  and 
Labor     644.84 

12-inch  Air  Discharge  Heater,  and  moving  and  resetting  Air 
Receiver  and  connecting  the  different  branches— Material 
and  Labor    836.04 

There  have  been  two  additional  fire  hydrants  placed  in 
the  yard  of  the  water  plant,  which  gives  us  ample  protec- 
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tion  from  fire,  and  also  furnishes  protection  to  a  number 
of  residences  and  manufactories  in  the  neighborhood.  I 
consider  this  a  very  wise  precaution. 

The  drainage  improvements  made  by  you  will  protect  the 
plant  from  heavy  rains,  and  in  case  of  accident  to  our  oil 
storage  tank,  it  would  carry  off  the  contents  of  same  with- 
out danger  to  the  plant. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  repairs 
and  the  very  extensive  additions  you  have  made  to  the 
plant  during  the  year  have  greatly  improved  same  in  every 
way.  We  are  now  independent  of  the  bayou  because  of 
the  installation  of  the  duplicate  compressor,  our  boiler  ca- 
pacity having  been  more  than  doubled.  We  are  sure  of 
steam  at  all  times,  and  the  thorough  overhauling  of  the 
pumps  has  made  safe  the  water  supply  as  long  as  the 
consumption  remains  as  it  is.  With  the  addition  of  the 
15,000,000-gallon  pump  and  the  sinking  of  wells  as  need- 
ed, we  will  be  in  a  position  to  take  care  of  all  demands 
for  years  to  come.  I  believe  that  it  would  be  wise  to 
sink  four  wells  in  the  City  Park,  at  the  foot  of  Young's 
Avenue ;  as  we  have  the  openings  in  the  water  and  air  lines 
at  that  point,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  lay  new  lines. 
When  the  new  steam  pipe  is  covered  (which  is  the  next  im- 
provement to  be  made),  we  will  be  able  to  run  the  plant 
more  economically,  as  less  fuel  will  be  needed. 

Yours  respectfully, 

John  Crummy, 
Chief  Engineer. 

In  reference  to  above  report,  the  improvements  men- 
tioned do  not  include  those  of  minor  importance,  which  are 
being  made  almost  daily.  The  total  cost  of  the  improve- 
ments above  enumerated  was  $43,110.03,  paid  for  out  of 
the  earnings  of  the  plant. 

The  total  daily  average  pressure  for  the  year  was  59.75 
pounds;  daily  average  consumption  of  oil  for  the  year,  110 
barrels.  As  to  the  consumption  of  oil,  would  say  that  dur- 
ing the  changes  from  the  old  steam  connections  to  the  new 
it  was  necessary  many  times  to  have  in  operation  two  sets 
of  boilers;  this  very  materially  increased  the  daily  aver- 
age. When  the  new  steam  connections  are  properly  covered, 
the  cost  of  fuel  will  be  greatly  reduced.  Bids  for  this  work 
are  now  being  asked  for. 
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The  city  has  operated  the  waterworks  plant  seventeen 
months.  The  monthly  average  earnings  of  said  plant  for 
the  first  five  months  of  the  city's  ownership,  ending  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1907,  were  $13,454.16.  For  the  twelve  months 
ending  February  29,  1908,  the  average  per  month  was  $15,- 
311.60,  making  a  monthly  average  increase  of  $1,857.44, 
or  a  yearly  increase  of  $22,289.28. 

By  reference  to  Water  Department  Accountant's  report 
you  will  notice  that  the  bills  outstanding  amount  to  $37,- 
610.91.  In  this  connection  I  would  say  that  the  rule  requir- 
ing prompt  monthly  payments  was  not  strictly  adhered  to, 
and  as  an  excuse  for  this  seeming  neglect  of  duty  I  would 
say  that  times  have  been  exceedingly  hard  and  work  scarce, 
many  of  our  consumers  being  without  employment.  Un- 
der these  conditions  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  occasion 
for  censure,  and  I  believe  befdre  the  close  of  the  new  fiscal 
year  that  business  will  brighten  up  so  that  we  will  be  able 
to  remove  all  outstanding  debts  from  our  books. 

The  report  of  Mr.  E.  R.  Jones,  Superintendent,  to  your 
committee,  is  as  follows : 

Jas.  A.  Thompson, 

Chairman  Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee: 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  the  following  re- 
port: 

Have  run  235  services,  ranging  from  three-fourths  inch  to 
four  inches  in  size;  also  have  repaired  730  leaks  on  the 
pipe  lines  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  A  good  many  of 
the  leaks  are  caused  by  electrolysis,  which  should  be  looked 
into,  as  it  is  becoming  quite  an  expensive  item  to  the  city. 

Have  set  175  meters,  ranging  from  five-eighths  inch  to 
two  inches  in  size,  since  last  report,  which  has  cut  down 
the  pumpage  a  great  deal.  Hope  to  decrease  the  pumpage 
a  great  deal  more  before  the  summer  is  over  by  placing 
meters  on  consumers  that  are  not  paying  for  all  of  the 
water  that  is  going  through  their  service.  Have  replaced 
eight  old  style  fire  hydrants  that  were  in  bad  condition  with 
Mathews  up-to-date  three-way  fire  hydrants.  Turned  on  the 
water  to  four  new  additions,  as  follows:  Courtland  Park, 
Bute,  Kenilworth  Grove,  Avondale;  also  set  two  Mathews 
fire  hydrants  at  pump  house,  which  give  it  and  the  surround- 


Report  of  Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee  29 

ing  property  first-class  fire  protection.  By  turning  on  the 
water  to  the  four  new  additions  increased  the  system  one 
and  one-half  miles  of  first-class  eight-inch  main,  and  gave 
sixteen  additional  fire  hydrants  to  a  part  of  the  city  that 
had  none  before.  Everything  around  the  plant  is  in  first- 
class  condition  and  in  much  better  shape  than  it  was  at 
the  last  report.  Since  last  report  the  department  has  placed 
at  the  pumping  station  an  additional  air  compressor  of  a 
larger  capacity  than  the  old  one;  also  placed  additional 
boilers  of  first-class  make,  and  concrete  smokestack,  all  of 
which  has  put  the  pumping  plant  in  much  better  condition 
than  it  was  before  the  city  bought  same.  Everything  in 
general  is  in  good  shape  over  the  system. 

Most  respectfully,  E.  R.  Jones, 

Superintendent. 

Mr.  Geo.  R.  Bringhurst,  Water  Department  Accountant, 
reports  to  your  committee  as  follows: 

Jas.  A.  Thompson, 

Chairman  Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee: 
Dear  Sir:     I  submit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  reve- 
nues and  expenses  of  the  Water  Department  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  February  29,  1908. 

In  reference  to  the  earnings,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Water  Department  does  not  receive  any  credit 
for  the  services  it  renders  the  city  in  the  way  of  furnish- 
ing water  for  fighting  fire,  and  for  street  sprinkling  pur- 
poses.      Report  is  as  follows : 

12  Months  Ending  Fir*!  5  Months 

Feb.  29,  1908  Under  City 

A.  Salaries— operation     $10,667.25  $  3,988.01 

B.  Fuel    45,942.21  14,425,54 

C.  Lubricating  Oil,  Waste  and  Packing 1,296.10  674.10 

D.  Machinery    repairs    1,631.03  532.50 

E.  Building   repairs    46.75  52.73 

F.  Other  expenses  at  Pump  House 864.90  308.02 

G.  Salaries— Office    force    4,118.25  1,595.00 

H.     Repairs— Street   Service    4,019.12  1,207.87 

I.      Services— connection     4,620.84  2,251.15 

J.      Other    807.98  1,393.13 

$74,014.43  $26,428.05 

Extraordinary     58,368.15 

$132,382.58 

Revenue    $183,739.31 

Bills  outstanding   37,610.91 

Respectfully  submitted,         Geo.  R.  Bringhurst, 

Accountant  Water  Department. 
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As  you  know,  the  budget  allowance  for  the  operation 
of  the  water  plant  for  the  year  just  closed  was  $75,000.00, 
and  by  reference  to  the  above  report  you  will  see  that  we 
have  a  credit  due  the  budget  of  $985.57,  having  expended 
only  $74,014.43. 

The  Meter  Department  (a  new  branch  of  the  Water  De- 
partment) is  in  charge  of  Mr.  H.  J.  Arrivee,  who  is  fa- 
miliar with  his  duties,  and  an  expert  in  his  line.  He  re- 
ports as  follows: 

Jas.  A.  Thompson, 

Chairman  Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee: 

Dear  Sir:  I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year 
ending  February  29,  1908,  showing  in  detail  the  doings  of 
this  branch  of  the  Water  Department: 

METERS  ON  HAND  NOT  IN  SERVICE. 

Size |-in.     |-in.     1-in.     lj-in.     2-in.     4-in.     6-in.     Total 

New    7  12  8  1  28 

Old    20         27         32  11  4  94 


Totals    27         27         32  23  12  1         122 

METERS   IN    SERVICE. 

Size f-in.     |-in.     1-in.     lj-in.     2-in.  4-in.     6-in.     Total 

In  service  Feb.  28, '07  40         36         32  11  12  131 

Installed  during  the 
past   year 53         40         50  14  15  172 


Totals   93         76         82  25  27  303 

PRIVATE  METERS  IN  SERVICE. 

Size f-in.     |-in.     1-in.     lj-in.     2-in.     4-in.  6-in.     Total 

In  service  Feb.  28,  '07  1  1  2  1  5 

Installed  during  the 
.  past   year 2  1  1  4  1  9 


Totals   3  2  1  6  2  14 

RECAPITULATION. 

Number  of  meters  owned  by  the  City 425 

Number  of  private  meters 14 

Total  number  of  all  meters 439 

SUMMARY. 
Table  No.  1  shows  that  ninety-four  meters  are  on  hand 
for  repairs.     Former  lack  of  facilities  for  repairing  and 
testing  has  accumulated  this  stock.     The  policy  of  the  de- 
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partment  is  to  test  each  meter  before  placing  same  in  ser- 
vice. A  repairing  room,  with  testing  apparatus,  is  now 
being  installed  at  the  pumping  station,  where  the  accuracy 
of  each  meter  can  be  determined,  beyond  question,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Water  Department  and  the  general  pub- 
lic. 

During  the  coming  year  _the  style  of  installing  meters 
will  be  improved.  Each  meter  will  be  set  close  to  the  stop- 
cock and  surrounded  by  a  concrete  vault,  with  locked  iron 
cover  set  to  the  grade  and  flush  with  the  sidewalk  or  lawn, 
as  the  case  may  be.  This  setting  cannot  be  objectionable 
in  any  way  to  the  property  owner  or  other  interested  per- 
son, and  will  facilitate  the  setting,  reading,  testing  or 
changing  of  the  meter  when  necessary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  J.  Arrivee, 
In  Charge  of  Meters. 

The  foregoing  reports  are  submitted  for  your  informa- 
tion, and  it  is  hoped  that  the  showing  made  in  same  will 
meet  your  expectations. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  desires  to  recommend  the 
extension  of  water  mains  as  rapidly  as  funds  will  permit, 
and  to  that  end  suggest  that  the  following  extensions  be 
first  made  and  at  once : 

On  Clark,  from  Sumpter  to  Quitman ;  thence  on  Quitman, 
from  Clark,  to  alley  west  of  Breckenridge  School.  On  Ham- 
ilton, from  Tuam  to  Elgin;  thence  on  Elgin,  from  Hamil- 
ton to  Crawford ;  thence  on  Crawford,  from  Elgin  to  Tuam. 
On  San  Jacinto,  from  Tuam  to  Eagle.  This  extension  is 
intended  to  reach  the  Charlotte  M.  Allen  School  and  St. 
Agnes  Academy.  On  Engelke  Street,  from  Factory  to 
Sampson;  thence  on  Sampson,  from  Engelke  to  Harrisburg 
Road ;  thence  east  on  Harrisburg  Road  to  Milby  Street,  and 
west  on  Harrisburg  Road,  from  Sampson  to  Velasco ;  thence 
on  Velasco,  from  Harrisburg  Road  to  Commerce;  thence 
on  Commerce  to  Palmer.  This  extension  will  reach  the  Lub- 
bock School.  In  the  extensions  above  designated  the  use 
of  8-inch  pipe  is  recommended.  We  further  recommend 
the  laying  of  a  24-inch  supply  main  from  the  water  plant 
along  Walker  Avenue   to  a   connection   with   the   20-inch 
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main  on  Caroline  Street.  Also,  connect  the  present  8-inch 
main  on  Crockett,  in  the  First  Ward,  with  the  8-inch  main 
on  Fletcher  Street,  in  the  Fifth  Ward.  This  connection 
will  greatly  increase  both  the  supply  and  pressure  in  the 
Fifth  Ward  north  of  Southern  Pacific  track.  Also,  that  all 
necessary  extensions  be  made  in  Fairview  Addition. 

The  estimated  cost  of  above  recommendations  is  $40,- 
000.00. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  a  15,000,000-gallon  pump 
be  installed  at  the  plant,  and  in  the  selection  of  this  im- 
portant piece  of  machinery  we  believe  that  every  care 
should  be  taken  to  get  the  best  and  most  durable  made,  and 
to  accomplish  this  end  we  would  suggest  that  a  commit- 
tee of  citizens  be  chosen  by  you  to  confer  with  and  otherwise 
aid  your  committee  in  its"  selection.  The  addition  of  this 
pump  is  all  that  is  now  necessary  to  make  a  duplicate  pump- 
ing plant,  with  a  combined  capacity  of  33,000,000  gallons 
daily,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $65,000.00. 

For  full  information  concerning  the  earnings  and  cost 
of  operation  of  this  branch  of  the  government,  you  are  re- 
ferred to  the  annual  report  of  the  Controller. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  buildings  at  the  water  plant 
are  in  need  of  repair,  it  is  recommended  that  the  budget 
allowance  be  increased  from  $75,000.00  to  $80,000.00. 

LIGHTS. 

Under  this  head  it  may  be  said  that  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  city  in  all  directions  has  greatly  increased  the  ne- 
cessity for  lights,  and  that  the  budget  allowance  should  be 
greater  than  that  of  last  year,  so  that  the  demands  on  your 
committee  for  relief  can  be  met. 

The  city  is  maintaining  517  lights  and  the  several  rail- 
roads 112,  making  the  total  629.  Your  committee  is  of 
the  opinion  that  100  additional  lights  can  be  placed  judi- 
ciously during  the  present  fiscal  year.  In  placing  said  lights, 
we  recommend  strict  adherence  to  the  rule  heretofore  adopt- 
ed, that  lights  in  the  residence  districts  shall  not  be  nearer 
than  two  blocks  apart,  and  that  in  placing  said  lights  the 
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interests  of  the  greatest  number  should  at  all  times  be  con- 
sidered. Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the 
budget  allowance  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  28, 
1909,  for  electric  lights,  be  increased  to  $50,000.00.  Also, 
that  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  has  made  it  necessary 
for  the  several  railroads  to  increase  the  crossing  lights. 
Streets  that  were  seldom  used  a  year  ago  at  night  have 
become  crowded  thoroughfares,  and  to  remove  all  danger 
your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  several  railroads 
operating  their  trains  at  night  should  be  required  to  place 
lights  at  the  most  dangerous  street  crossings  along  their 
lines. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  contract  between  the  city 
and  the  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Company  has 
but  a  short  while  to  run,  and  of  the  further  fact  that  the 
demands  on  the  city  for  the  extension  of  the  lighting  sys- 
tem is  becoming  greater  each  day,  your  committee  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  matter  of  lighting  the  city  should  have 
careful  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  administration, 
to  the  end  that  the  expense  of  same  may  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Under  this  head  is  included  the  reports  of  the  Health 
Officer,  Scavenger  and  Garbage  Departments,  also  the  City 
Engineer,  insofar  as  the  sewer  system  of  the  city,  includ- 
ing therein  the  filter  beds  and  pumping  plant,  is  concerned. 

HEALTH  OFFICER. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Larendon,  Health  Officer,  is 
very  creditable,  showing  that  the  branch  of  the  Health 
Department  under  his  personal  supervision  has  been  man- 
aged very  successfully  during  the  past  year. 

For  furthur  details  concerning  this  department,  you  are 
respectfully  referred  to  itemized  report  attached  hereto  and 
marked  "Exhibit  A." 

Your  committee  would  recommend  that  the  budget  al- 
lowance for  this  branch  of  the  Health  Department  be  made 
$12,500.00,  an  increase  over  last  year  of  $1,000.00. 
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SCAVENGER   DEPARTMENT. 

This  branch  of  the  Health  Department  has  also  remained 
within  the  budget  allowance,  having  an  unexpended  balance 
of  $1,026.02  to  its  credit.  By  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
head  of  the  department,  which  is  attached  hereto  and  marked 
"Exhibit  B,"  it  will  be  seen  that  the  net  earnings  of  this  de- 
partment for  the  year  were  $4,500.62. 

The  budget  allowance  for  last  year  was  $13,500.00.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  this  allowance  can 
be  reduced  to  $13,000.00,  and  we  so  recommend. 

GARBAGE  DEPARTMENT.    ■ 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Garbage,  which  is 
subjoined  hereto  and  made  a  part  of  this  summary,  shows 
that  the  budget  allowance  of  $15,000.00  was  exceeded 
$114.87.  This  excess  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  con- 
tract of  Mr.  Chas.  Winkler  to  furnish  carts  with  drivers 
to  the  city  at  $2.97  per  day  expired  during  the  past  year, 
and  when  same  was  renewed  the  price  per  day  for  carts 
with  drivers  was  increased  to  $3.15  per  day.  The  opera- 
tion of  the  crematory,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  Garbage 
Department,  has  been  very  satisfactory.  This  plant  has  a 
capacity  of  about  65  yards  daily,  and  consumes  all  of  the 
garbage  removed  from  the  business  center  of  the  city. 

For  more  definite  information  concerning  this  depart- 
ment, see  Superintendent's  report,  marked  "Exhibit  C," 
and  hereto  attached. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  city  justifies  your  committee  in 
asking  that  the  allowance  for  this  department  be  increased 
to  $16,000.00. 

SEWER   DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  supervises  the  entire  sewage  system, 
including  the  pumping  plant  and  filter  beds.  The  cost  of 
maintenance  and  operation  of  this  branch  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment during  the  fiscal  year  exceeded  the  budget  allow- 
ance $4,592.51.  Part  of  this  excess  can  be  accounted  for 
in  necessary  repairs  to  filter  beds,  as  follows:     The  coke 
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and  sand  beds  were  cleaned,  and  pipes  taken  up  and  re- 
paired. Two  coke  beds  were  resurfaced  with  coke,  and  two 
gotten  ready  for  resurfacing.  We  have  purchased  75  tons 
of  coke,  which  is  now  on  the  ground  ready  to  be  placed  on 
the  beds.  The  old  fence  was  replaced  with  a  new,  hog- 
proof  fence,  and  the  plant  generally  has  been  put  in  first- 
class  shape,  at  an  expense  of  $3,300.00. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  of  our  sewers  during  the  past 
year  was  greatly  increased  by  excessive  rainfall,  necessi- 
tating expensive  repairs  to  the  La  Branch  and  Commerce 
Street  sewers. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  the  sewage  lift  station  are 
in  the  hands  of  your  committee,  and  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Council  in  the  near  future  for  consideration. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  lift  station,  including  all  neces- 
sary machinery,  is  $5,609.20.  It  is  the  purpose  of  your 
committee  to  operate  this  plant  with  air  from  the  water 
plant,  through  a  3-inch  air  line,  estimated  cost  of  which  is 
$6,400.00.  If  these  plans  are  adopted  the  handling  of  the 
sewage  will  be  almost  without  cost,  as  the  air  will  be  sup- 
plied from  the  water  plant,  and  as  the  lifting  devices  are 
automatic,  there  will  be  no  need  of  an  attendant.  Everything 
connected  with  the  plant  can  be  made  in  the  city,  except 
the  auxilliary  compressor  and  gasoline  engine,  which  will 
be  installed  in  the  fire  engine  house  nearby,  as  a  precau- 
tion against  accident  to  the  air  line  from  the  water  plant. 

For  further  information  you  are  referred  to  the  very 
full  report  of  the  City  Engineer,  subjoined  hereto,  made 
a  part  of  this  report,  and  marked  "Exhibit  D."  A  budget 
allowance  of  $25,000.00  is  recommended  for  this  depart- 
ment. 

In  conclusion  your  committee  wishes  to  say  that  much 
credit  is  due  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  and  their 
associates  for  the  faithful  performance  of  every  duty  im- 
posed upon  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jas.  A.  Thompson, 
Chairman  Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee. 
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JAMES  APPLEBY, 

CHAIRMAN  FIRE  AND  POLICE  COMMITTEE, 
For  the  year  endiug  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF 
FIRE  AND  POLICE  COMMITTEE. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  14,  1908. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  I  herewith  hand  you  the  annual  reports  of 
the  departments  over  which  I  was  appointed  to  preside,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  February  29,  1908,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  our  charter. 

POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

The  Police  Department  for  the  past  year  shows  a  decrease 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  arrests 
having  decreased  7  per  cent.  This  is  attributed  to  closing 
all  saloons  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  to  the  prohibiting  of  gam- 
bling and  more  strictly  enforcing  the  laws  of  our  city  and 
State.  The  percentage  of  burglaries  traced  directly  to  boys 
of  tender  years  is  large.  We  have  not  made  much  head- 
way in  remedying  this  evil.  The  leniency  of  the  State  laws 
handicaps  this  department  very  much.  These  boys  are  fa- 
miliar with  the  laws,  and  have  no  fear  of  arrest ;  they  know 
the  penalty  amounts  to  little  or  nothing,  and  in  some  in- 
stances I  can  recall  where  boys  who  have  been  dismissed 
from  our  court  for  burglary  have  been  arrested  again  with- 
in a  week  on  another  charge  of  burglary.  It  would  be  a 
great  relief  to  this  department  if  our  laws  could  be  made 
effectual  so  as  to  get  rid  of  these  juvenile  offenders  of  the 
laws. 

The  physical  condition  of  the  Police  Department  is  good, 
with  the  exception  of  the  shortage  of  men.  I  would  recom- 
mend that  this  department  be  allowed  an  increase  of  $10,- 
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000.00  for  the  coming  year.  The  force  is  too  small  to  do 
justice  to  this  fast-growing  town.  We  are  below  the  aver- 
age of  Southern  cities  where  conditions  are  about  the  same  as 
Houston.  The  personnel  of  this  department  is  good;  they 
have  been  attentive  to  their  duties,  and  the  moral  situa- 
tion of  this  city  is  equal  to  any  in  the  South,  and  far  ahead 
of  a  great  majority  of  cities  in  this  country. 

To  meet  all  requirements  and  demands  for  the  coming 
year  I  would  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $82,- 
000.00  be  allowed. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

During  the  fiscal  year  there  was  an  increase  of  23  per 
cent,  of  fire  alarms  over  the  previous  year.  By  referring 
to  the  comparative  statement  of  fire  alarms  for  the  past  ten 
years  hereto  attached  an  idea  can  be  formed  as  to  the 
growth  of  this  city.  A  large  majority  of  these  alarms  were 
flue  fires  and  others  of  small  consequence.  Although  we  had 
two  fires  of  considerable  magnitude,  our  percentage,  how- 
ever, compares  very  favorably  with  other  cities  of  the  size 
and  conditions  of  this  city.  In  order  to  meet  the  require- 
ments that  are  demanded  by  this  growing  city,  I  would 
recommend  that  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire  Department 
be  increased  $15,000.00  for  its  maintenance  and  operating 
expenses.  For  the  construction  and  equipment  of  Engine 
House  No.  9,  located  in  the  Fifth  Ward,  and  Engine  House 
No.  11,  located  in  the  South  End,  I  would  recommend  an 
appropriation  of  $50,000.00.  Engine  House  No.  9  has  ad- 
vanced 20  per  cent,  in  the  course  of  construction,  and  should 
be  ready  for  occupancy  in  ninety  days.  Nothing  has  been 
done  on  Engine  House  No.  11,  except  the  purchase  of  the 
ground.  All  the  apparatus  of  the  department  has  been 
kept  in  good  condition;  some  of  it,  however,  has  been  in 
use  a  number  of  years,  necessitating  more  expense  to  main- 
tain, but  with  the  aid  of  our  little  machine  shop,  which  has 
proved  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  department,  we  have  been 
able  to  keep  all  our  engines  and  equipment  in  good  repair,  at 
a  nominal  cost.     We  will  need  for  the  coming  year  at  least 
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four  teams  of  horses  to  take  the  place  of  those  that  have 
been  in  the  service  a  number  of  years,  and  are  worn  out. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  city  purchase  2,500  feet  of 
two  and  one-half  inch  hose  during  the  coming  year  to  main- 
tain the  supply.  Last  year  we  lost  about  1,000  feet,  same 
having  been  burned  at  various  fires,  and  some  of  our  hose 
has  been  in  service  the  extent  of  its  life,  and  is  worn  out. 
I  estimate  that  it  will  require  $90,000.00  to  operate  and 
maintain  the  Fire  Department  for  the  coming  year — taking 
into  consideration  the  additions — and  therefore  request  an 
appropriation  to  cover  same. 

ELECTRICAL   DEPARTMENT. 

The  Electrical  Department  has  for  the  coming  year  the 
subject  of  placing  our  fire  alarm  wires  in  conduits  under 
the  ground  to  contend  with.  In  a  short  time  all  the  tele- 
phone poles  which  we  are  now  using  will  be  removed  from 
the  fire  district,  and  we  will  be  obliged  to  resort  to  the  con- 
duits which  are  already  in  place  to  cover  our  alarm  wires. 

The  new  telephone  company,  the  "Automatic,"  has  pre- 
pared plans  for  extensive  underground  conduits,  which  will 
make  it  very  convenient  for  us  in  reaching  all  points  where 
a  box  is  desired  in  the  fire  district,  as  well  as  in  the  resi- 
dence section. 

I  estimate  that  it  will  require  $10,000.00  to  install  the 
underground  system  of  fire  alarm  cables,  and  recommend 
that  this  amount  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 

In  case  of  fire  the  telephone  service  has  proved  in  many 
instances  very  unsatisfactory,  and  for  the  coming  year  I 
would  recommend  that  the  city  install  about  thirty  new 
fire  alarm  boxes,  where  most  needed,  and  that  the  sum  of 
$4,000.00  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

For  maintaining  and  operating  the  Electrical  Department 
for  the  coming  year  I  would  recommend  an  appropriation 
of  $5,500.00.  Respectfully, 

James  Appleby, 
Chairman  Police  and  Fire  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


J.  B.  MARMION, 

CHAIRMAN  STREETS,   BRIDGES  AND 
PUBLIC  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE, 


For  the  year  ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF 

STREETS,BRIDGES  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS 

COMMITTEE. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  10,  1908. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

May or  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report 
for  the  year  beginning  March  1,  1907,  and  ending  February 
29,  1908.  The  appropriation  for  the  Street  and  Bridge  De- 
partment was  set  by  the  Council  at  $60,000.00.  Of  the 
$60,000.00  appropriated  I  have  spent  for  ordinary  expenses 
$58,901.81,  and  for  extraordinary  expenses  $10,985.51,  my 
total  expenses  being  $69,887.32.  Included  in  these  expenses 
was  the  purchase  of  thirty-two  mules  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Sparks 
for  $8,520.00,  also  the  building  of  a  new  barn  at  Sabine 
Street  Bridge  that  cost  $882.24.  Comparatively  a  new 
bridge  was  built  at  Grigg  Gully,  near  the  Merchants  & 
Planters  Oil  Mill,  that  cost  $1,383.99.  The  east  end  of 
Crockett  Street  was  rebuilt,  costing  $693.17.  Market  Street 
Bridge  was  rebuilt  by  driving  piles  on  both  ends  and  put- . 
ting  in  wings,  this  work  costing  $566.47.  The  north  and 
south  ends  of  Milam  Street  Bridge  were  piled  during  the 
year,  costing  $255.47.  These  five  items  cost  $11,419.10. 
You  will  notice  that  the  cost  of  some  of  the  above  improve- 
ments differs  from  the  extraordinary  report,  but  the  differ- 
ence is  in  labor  in  the  ordinary  report.  The  large  bridges 
in  the  city  are  now  in  good  shape,  with  the  exception  of 
the  south  end  of  Sabine  Street,  which  should  be  piled.  There 
was  also  spent  in  the  Street  and  Bridge  Department  the 
sum  of  $20,937.01    ($12,592.35  ordinary  and  $8,344.66  ex- 
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traordinary  expenses),  with  which  I  had  no  connection 
whatever,  which  runs  the  expenses  of  the  Street  and  Bridge 
Department  up  to  $90,821.53.  Included  in  this  $20,937.01 
was  some  of  the  labor  and  graveling  of  streets  on  the  south 
side  of  the  city,  also  the  blocking  of  certain  streets  with 
bois  d'arc  blocks  in  the  south  side  of  the  city.  As  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  I  would  recommend  that  a  bridge  be 
built  at  the  north  entrance  of  Sam  Houston  Park  to  re- 
place the  one  washed  away  during  the  May  flood.  This 
bridge  should  be  of  concrete.  The  condition  of  the  paved 
streets  should  have  the  attention  of  Your  Honor  and  the 
Commissioners  at  once,  as  they  are  going  to  pieces  as  fast 
as  they  can.  $10,000.00  should  be  set  aside  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  gravel  streets  alone. 

The  budget  allowance  for  the  Street  and  Bridge  Depart- 
ment for  ordinary  expenses  should  be  at  least  $75,000.00, 
and  $10,000.00  or  $15,000.00  for  permanent  or  extraordinary 
expenses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  B.  Marmion, 
Chairman  Street  and  Bridge  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TOM  BRINGHURST, 

CITY  CONTROLLER, 
For  the  year  ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF  CITY  CONTROLLER. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  11,  1908. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Gentlemen  :  As  I  am  directed  by  charter  requirement, 
I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  February  29,  1908,  which  embraces  the  follow- 
ing exhibits  and  schedules  of  detail,  to-wit : 

"Exhibit  A,"  comparative  general  balance  sheet  at  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1908  and  1907. 

SCHEDULES. 

No.  1.     Bills  for  collection. 
No.  2.     Property  and  improvements. 
No.  3.     Warrants  outstanding. 
No.  4.     Audited  vouchers. 
No.  5.     Special  deposits  repayable. 
No.  6.     Miscellaneous  current  liabilities. 
No.  7.     Bonded  debt. 

"Exhibit  B,"  revenue  and  expenses  for  the  years  ended 
February  29,  1908  and  1907. 

No.  1.     Revenues  classified  and  compared. 
No.  2.     Expenses  classified  and  compared. 
"Exhibit  "C,"  cash  receipts  and  disbursements  for  year 
ended  February  29,  1908. 

,  "Exhibit  D,"  department  expenses  for  the  current  year, 
with  the  appropriations  made  therefor. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Tom  Bringhurst, 
Controller, 
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Comparative  General  Balance  Sheet,  February  29,  1908  and  1907. 

ASSETS. 
Available:  „  ,  _      „  , 

Cash February  29,     February  28,      Increase 


In  hands  of  City  Treasurer: 


1908.  1907.  or  Decrease 


General   Fund    $  6,314.58  $      48,127.04  *$  41,812.46 

Bond  Fund    7,255.07  *       7,255.07 

School  Fund 1,245.62  839.71  405.91 

Special  Deposits    4,851.20  4,140.90  710.30 

Water  Department  Fund . . 3,938.57  30,062.01  *     26,123.44 

Total     $  16,349.97  $      90,424.73  *$  74,074.76 

Cash  in  Other  Hands: 

Board   of  Liquidation $  80,323.98  $      80,763,45  *$        439,47 

Assessor  and  Collector 103,109.08  1,881.66  101,227.42 

Police  Department   36.15  55.10  *            18.95 

Scavenger  Department   66.25  108.25  *            42.00 

Water  Department   .20  *  .20 

Electrical   Department    138.20  76.35  61.85 

Market  Master  ' 19.2o  .75  20.00 

Total    $  183,692.91  $      82,884.26  $100,808.65 

Working  Funds: 

City   Attorney    $  25.00  $             25.00        

Delinquent  Tax  Department 25.00  25.00       

Assessor  and  Collector 650.00  650.00       

Police  Department   50.00  50.00       

Water  Department   50.00  50.00 


Total    $  800.00     $  800.00       

Total  Cash  in  Other  Hands  ...  $    184,492.91     $      83,684.26       $100,808.65 

Grand  Total  Cash $    200,842.88     $    174,108.99       $  26,733.89 

Accounts  Receivable — 

Taxes  in  hands  of  Assessor  and  Col- 
lector     $ 

Other    items   in   Collector's   hands   for 

collection    

Bills  for  Collection   (Sched.  No.  1)... 

Water  Department  Bills 

Scavenger    Department   Bills 

Miscellaneous  Land  Notes 


419,997.74 

$  382,018.41 

$  37,979.33 

168.75 

159.25 

9.50 

1,417.46 

2,260.26 

*    842.80 

37,610.91 

13,980.88 

23,630.03 

525.95 

277.70 

248.25 

12,000.00 

5.00 

11,995.00 

Total   Accounts    Receivable $    471,720.81  $    398.701.50  $73,019.31 

Total  Available  Assets $    672,563.69  $    572,810.49  $99,753.20 

Not  Available: 

Property  and  Improvements  (Schedule 

No.   2)     | $5,865,626.61  $5,552,831.06  $312,795.55 

Sinking  Fund    (Harris  County  Bonds)  .  .         50,522.15        50,522.15 

Total  Assets  $6,588,712.45  $6,125,641,55  $463,070.90 


*Decrease.  Exhibit  "A".  (Continued)-i. 


Report  of  City  Controller  49 

Comparative  General  Balance  Sheet,  February  29,  1908  and  1907. 

LIABILITIES. 

February  29,     February  28,      Increase 

Current:                                                                 1908.                 1907.  or  Decrease. 

Warrants  outstanding  (Sched.  No.  3)..$        4,637.26     $        2,601.51  $     2,035.75 

Audited  Vouchers   (Sched.  No.  4) 21,090.00            29,857.81  *       8,767.81 

Interest  accrued  Bond  Debt,  not  due..        44,622.43           44,622.47  *               .04 

Special  Deposits  (Schedule  No.  5) 4,344.90             4,027.90  317.00 

Miscellaneous   (Schedule  No.  6) 1,399.62             1,394.60  5.02 

Total  Current  Liabilities $      76,094.21     $      82,504.29  *$     6,410.08 

Bonded  Debt  (Schedule  No.  7) $3,919,000.00     $3,919,000.00       

Water  Works  Mortgage...-. $    467,000.00     $    467,000.00       

Certificates  of   Ind'bt'ness    (Storrie)..$      31,800.00     $      43,000.00  *$  11,200.00 

Refund  Paving  Certificates $    301,230.71     $    322,443.72  *$  21,213.01 


Excess  of  Assets  over  Liabilities $1,793,587.53     $1,291,693.54       $501,893.99 


Total  Inabilities  $6,588,712.45     $6,125,641.55       $463,070.90 


♦Decrease.  Exhibit  "A". 
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Outstanding  Bills  for  Collection — General — At  February  29,  1908 

No.  Amount. 

Robischung  Bros 352  $      17.50 

Southwestern  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co. .,. 357  8.00 

J.  W.  Thiel 368  5.00 

Harris  County 371  465.99 

E.  C.    Lamb 404  3.50 

Geo.  Larendon   420  9.25 

F.  H.  Potthoff   423  105.00 

W.  L.  Macatee   448  15.00 

T.  H.  Scanlan  Est 454  7.50 

Houston  Electric  Co 473  28.33 

Houston  Electric  Co 478  34.35 

Houston  Electric  Co 479  93.83 

Houston  Electric  Co 480  529.57 

Houston  Electric  Co 481  28.33 

Houston  Electric  Co 484  37.98 

Houston  Electric  Co 486  28.33 

Total    $1,417.46 


Exhibit  "A"— Schedule  No.  1. 
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Property  and  Improvements,  February  29,  1908  and   1907. 

February  29,     February  28,      Increase 

Legal  Department:                                                 1908.  1907.          or  Decrease. 

Law  Library $     •      726.00     $  726.00       

Assessor  and  Collector: 

Stewart  block  book  system... ..$      10,000.00     $      10,000.00       


City  Hall  and  Market  House $    642,022.20     $    642,022.20 


Police   Department— City   Jail $      52,099.00     $      52,099.00       

Automobile    2,167.60        $     2,167.60 


Total    $      54,266.60     $      52,099.00       $     2,167.60 

Fire  Department: 


Central  Fire  Station 

Hose   Company   No.    1 

Hose  Company  No.   5 

Hose  Company  No.   6 

Fire  Station  No.  9 

Fire  Station  No.  8 

Fire  Station  No.  9 

Fire  Station  No.  10 

First  Ward  Engine  House 

Fiftb  Ward  Engine  House 2,287.80 $     2,287 A 


87,172.20     $ 

87,172.20 

7,648.50 

7,648.50 

13,528.50 

13,528.50 

10,481.13 

10,481.13 

13,170.50 

13,170.50 

14,425.00 

14,425.00 

10,768.50 

10,768.50 

15,124.00 

15,124.00 

7,304.92 

7,304.92 

2.287.80 

Totat $    181,911.05  $    179,623.25  $     2,287.80 

Electrical  Department: 

Fire   Alarm   Telegraph $      15,853.01  $      15,158.24  $        694.77 

Health  Department: 

Smallpox  Camp    $           375.00  $           375.00        

Crematory    17,168.00  *$  17,168.00 


Total $  375.00     $      17,543.00     *$  17,168.00 


Scavenger    Department $        3,400.00 


Street  and  Bridge  Department $  19,495.15  $        4,682.90  $14,812.25 

City   stables    2,686.43  2,686.43       

Opening  streets   27,136.46  26,738.71  397.75 

Bridges    61,850.00  61,850.00       


Total    $    111,168.04     $      95,958.04       $  15,210.00 


Garbage  equipment  $  4,138.76  $        4,138.76       

Sewer   Department: 

Sanitary  system— pumping  station $  70,876.29  $      70,876.29       

Sanitary  system— filter  beds 111,761.76  111,761.76        

Sanitary  system — intercepting   137,053.98  137,053.98       

Sewers  subsequent  to  Jan.  1,  1899 146,979.36  109,698.50  $  37.28C.S6 


Total    $    466,671.39     $    429,390.53       $  37,280.86 


Forward    $1,490,532.05     $1,450,059.02       $  40.473.03 

*  Decrease.  Exhibit    "A" — Schedule    2.  (continued*— i . 
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Property  and  Improvements,  February  29,  1908  and  1907. 

(CONTINUED.) 

February  29,     February  28,      Increase 
1908.  1907.  or  Decrease. 

Amount    Foewaed $1,490,532.05     $1,450,059.02       $40,473.03 


Schools: 

High   School    (white) $  167,925.89     $    167,925.89       

Rusk    (white)    25,400.00  25,400.00       

Longfellow  (white)    17,500.00  17,500.00       

Fannin   (white)    68,000.00  67,500.00  $        500.00 

Taylor   (white)    22,587.50  22,587.50       

Dow   (white)    20,583.00  20,583.00       

Hawthorne    (white)    29,700.00  29,700.00       

Cascara   (white)    39.800.00  39,800.00       

Jones   (white) 34,926.00  34,926.00       

Allen   (white),  site  donated 46,528.77  36,101.86  10,426.91 

Austin   (white)    26,898.75  26,898.75       

F.  R.  Lubbock   (white) 47,272.18  28,419.00  18,853.18 

Reagan   (Brackenridge)    (white) 44,250.14  24,410.07  19,840.07 

Beauchamp   Springs    (white) 470.00  470.00       

Site,   Washington    Street 5,000.00  5,000.00       

High  School   (colored) 32,450.00  32,450.00       

Bingham   Street   (colored) 4,893.50        4,893.50 

First  Ward   (colored) 3,800.00  3,800.00       

Douglass  (colored),  new  site  donated.  6,197.00 6,197.00 

Langston   (colored)    10,580.00  10,580.00       

Douglass   (colored)   old  site 6,650.00  11,500.00  *       4,850.00 

Fifth  Ward    (colored) 5,000.00  5,000.00       

Sixth  Ward   (colored) 2,150.00  2,150.00       

Fourth  Ward   (colored) 11,690.00  11,690.00       

Additions  in  1905   (colored) 9,700.95  9,700.95       


Total    $    689,953.68     $    634,093.02       $55,860.66 


Water  Plant   $    954,791.35     $    896,423.20       $  58,368.15 

Parks: 

Sam  Houston   $      37,021.24     $      36,511.65       $        509.59 

Vick's  Park  and  Annex 50,500.00  50,500.00       

Elizabeth   Baldwin    (donated) 


Total    $      87,521.24     $      87,011.65       $        509.59 


Street  paving  subsequent  to  Jan  1,  1899.$    930,757.40     $    816,081.73       $114,675.67 


Carnegie   Library   building $        8,619.62     $        8,619.62 


Buffalo  Bayou    $      43,605.11     $  696.66       $  42,908.45 


Undistributed,  prior  to  Jan.  1,  1899 $1,659,846.16     $1,659,846.16 


Total    $5,865,626.61     $5,552,831.06       $312,795.55 


Exhibit  "A" —  Schedule  2.  (concluded)— 2. 
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List  of  Warrants  Outstanding,  February  29,  1908. 

School  Warrants. 
No. 

1233.  Taylor  Bros %         5.50 

1244.  Houston  Show  Case  Mfg.  Co 3.15 

1247.  Hutchison    Grocery    Co 8.90 

1254.  M.  C.  Michael,  Mgr 75.00 

1256.  W.  J.  Aubertine 25.00 

1257.  O.  E.  Griesenbeck 12.50 

1267.  Purdy  Bros.'  Book  and  Stationery  Co 46.10 

1269.  Levy  Bros    9.10 

1271.  Houston  Paint  Co 17.15 

1273.  Houston  Show  Case  Mfg.  Co 47.38 

1276.  Robert  C.  Kerr 4.00 

1285.  Barthold  &  Casey 4.10 

1288.  Ginn  &  Co . 80.24 

1291.  Miss  Bessie  Hughes , 13.10 

1294.  Houston  Co-Operative  Mfg.  Co 5.25 

Total    $  374.47 

City  Warrants. 

17344.  F.   F.   Chew. $  100.00 

2328.  H.  C.  Cain 16.25 

4605.  J.  P.  Welsh 40.00 

5664.  Brady  Brick  Works > .  . 4.50 

5900.  Abbott  Cockrell 1.20 

6263.  L.    E.    Miller 1.50 

6364.  H.  H.   Groff 1.50 

6524.  Abbott  Cockrell    •  * .....  ....«...„. . 2.00 

6624.  J.  L.  Mitchell * 10.00 

6625.  Purdy  Bros 3.00 

6631.  Barthold  &  Casey ,  . 56.75 

6636.  Houston   Chronicle    60.05 

6643.  B.  A.  Riesner 89.85 

6677.  Worrell  Mfg.   Co 60.00 

6687.  American  La  France  F.  E.  Co 13.00 

6689.  Jno.  W.  McClellan  &  Co .25 

^6690.  Eureka  Fire  Hose  Co 46.50 

6703.  H.  Mueller  Mfg.  Co 62.71 

6707.  E.    W.    Powers , 1.50 

6711.  Wm.  Ware  Lbr.  Co 11.40 

6715.  Gust.  Warnecke   , 79.79 

6749.  Lone  Star  Culvert  Co . ,  208.80 

6755.  M.  K.  &  T.  R'y  Co 402.04 

6756.  T.  &  B.  V.  R'y  Co 1,779.04 

6757.  Texas    Grading   Co 1,229.16 

Total    $  4,637.26 
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Audited  Vouchers  at  February  29,  1908. 

15326.  Pay  roll,  February,  chain  gang  guard $  184.25 

15327.  Pay  roll,  February,   police 5,404.25 

15328.  Pay  roll,   February,  fire 4,643.18 

15334.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co 31.10 

15335.  Burton  Lumber  Co     162.95 

15336.  Neptune  Meter  Co 17.00 

15337.  Reynolds   Fisher    1.25 

15338.  F.   H.    Ries 2.00 

15339.  Bonner  Oil  Co 58.86 

15340.  Harry  R.   Worthington 36.34 

15341.  R.  W.  Wood  &  Co 36.60 

15342.  H.  Mueller  Mfg.   Co 636.07 

15343.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co .10 

15344.  H.  Waddell    25.00 

15345.  Woods  Electric   Co 35.28 

15346.  Union   Iron  Works 23.25 

15347.  Hartwell  Iron  Works 30.00 

15348.  Kettler  Brass  Mfg.  Co 6.00 

15349.  Henke  &  Pillot 5.00 

15350.  W.  L.  Macatee  &  Sons 8.00 

15351.  Peden   Iron   and    Steel   Co 41.67 

15352.  F.  W.  Heitmann  Co 65.54 

15353.  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  and  Tel.  Co 82.00 

15354.  Acqua  Pura  Bottling  Co ' .50 

15355.  Hobson  Electric  Co .  21.42 

15356.  Peden  Iron  and  Steel  Co 26.52 

15357.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co 5.50 

15358.  Buske's  Towel  Supply 1.00 

15359.  Standard  Printing  and  Lithographing  Co 1.20 

15360.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co 74.25 

15361.  E.  D.  McKenzie 28.66 

15362.  Standard  Printing  and  Lithographing  Co 25.00 

15363.  J.  L.  Mitchell 10.00 

15364.  Henke  &  Pillot  3.30 

15365.  Magnolia  Paper  Co 7.00 

15366.  Woods  Electric  Co 47.42 

15367.  W.  L.  Macatee  &  Sons .75 

15368.  Bering-Cortes  Hdwe.   Co 1.80 

15369.  F.  W.  Heitmann  Co .25 

15370.  A.  T.  Lucas 117.50 

15371.  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co 3,555.60 

15372.  Houston  Lyceum  and  Carnegie  Library 500.00 

15373.  O.  P.  Jackson  &  Co 47.33 

15374.  Simon  Roos  &  Son 31.25 

15375.  Remington  Typewriter  Co 75.00 

15376.  Tofte  Boiler  and  Sheet  Iron  Works 47.69 

15377.  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co 2.90 

15378.  A.  T.  Lucas •  44.00 

15379.  Texas  Lamp  and  Oil  Co .60 

Forward     $16,212.13 
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Audited  Vouchers — (Continued.) 

Forward     $16,212.13 

15380.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co ....$  17.50 

15381.  Schelling  &  Coles 4.50 

15382.  A.    T.    Lucas 143.00 

15383.  Houston  Gas  Co 8.01 

15384.  Eureka  Fire  Hose  Co 280.00 

15385.  Dickson  Car  Wheel  Co 128.13 

15386.  James  Bute  Co 7.85 

15387.  O.  P.   Jackson  &  Co 374.73 

15388.  Abbott   Cockrell    2.00 

15389.  Jas.  M.  Sparks 100.00 

15390.  Porter  &  Glass 11.30 

15391.  Southern   Drug   Co 70.85 

.15392.  Eureka  Fire  Hose  Co 1,680.00 

15393.  American  La  France  Fire  Engine  Co 72.00 

15394.  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co 62.20 

15395.  Gus  W.  Tips 5.25 

15396.  Texas  Lamp  and  Oil  Co 22.60 

15397.  Mosehart  &  Keller  Co 70.95 

15398.  Buske's  Towel  Supply 1.00 

15399.  J.   M.   Carlee 150.00 

15400.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co 40.75 

15401.  Jos.  F.  Meyer     Co 110.76 

15402.  Barrow   Lumber   Co 288.00 

15403.  Simon  Roos  &  Sons .  3.00 

15404.  Gus  W.   Tips 30.27 

15405.  Jas.    Bute    Co 15.20 

15406.  Standard  Printing  and  Lithographing  Co 14.35 

15407.  Stewart  &  Masterson 40.00 

15408.  F.  W.  Heitmann  Co 9.95 

15409.  N.  Randolph  &  Sons 1.75 

15410.  Jesse  H.  Jones  &  Co '. 30.00 

15411.  J.  M.  Carlee 15.00 

15412.  Houston  Lighting  and  Power  Co 7.75 

15413.  Bonner   Oil  Co 24.53 

15414.  Bayou  City  Iron  Works 1.25 

15415.  Texas  Lamp  and  Oil  Co 2.40 

15416.  Peden  Iron  and  Steel  Co 34.06 

15417.  W.  L.  Macatee  &  Sons 3.90 

15418.  C.  L.  &  Theo.  Bering .50 

15419.  Southern  Drug  Co 14.47 

15420.  Fleming  &  Lovett 24  00 

15421.  F.  E.  Koehler 70.15 

15422.  Mosehart  &  Keller  Co 16.00 

15423.  St.    Joseph's    Infirmary 220.80 

15424.  Robischung   Bros 1.00 

15425.  Buske's  Towel   Supply 2.00 

15426.  Edmundson   Bros 16.61 

Forward    $20,432.45 
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Audited  Vouchers — Continued. 

Forward    $20,432.45 

15427.  Texas  &  New  Orleans  Railroad $  255.47 

15428.  C.   Mendelsohn    6.00 

15429.  Simon  Roos  &  Sons 4.00 

15430.  Gus  "W.  Tips 7.75 

15431.  Frank  Eller    5.25 

15432.  South  Texas  Grain  Co 65.57 

15433.  H.  D.  Taylor  Lumber  Co 127.25 

15434.  Bering-Cortes    Hardware   Co .20 

15435.  Texas  Lamp  and  Oil  Co 1.80 

15436.  N.  Randolph  &  Sons 1.10 

15437.  F.  W.  Heitmann  Co 13.31 

15438.  Hardin  Lumber  Co 85.95 

15439.  Gutta  Percha  and  Rubber  Manufacturing  Co 12.00 

15440.  Peden  Iron  and  Steel  Co 24.90 

15441.  W.  H.  Coyle  &  Co 2.75 

15442.  Texas  Lamp  and  Oil  Co 1.20 

15443.  A.  T.  Lucas 8.00 

15444.  F.  W.  Heitmann  Co 5.05 

Total    $21,090.00 
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Special  Deposits  Repayable  at  February  29,  1908. 

Modern  Plumbing  Co 6.         $        45.00 

J.  W.  Thiel    8.  45.00 

W.  W.  Otter 11  10.00 

Western  Union  Telegraph  Co 22  200.00 

Houston   Home  Telephone  Co 22  2,500.00 

Southwestern  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co 23  200.00 

Houston  Gas  Co 24  500.00 

Otto  Gersterman 40  20.00 

Pete  Wilson 48  10.00 

J.  O.   Ross 50  10.00 

J.  E.  Bell 51  20.00 

Collins  Bros , 54  131.00 

Houston  Saw  Mill  Co 55  20.00 

F.    Stech    55  10.00 

Stancliff  Well    Screen  and  Manufacturing  Co 56  10.00 

McNeely  &  Heitmann 63  35.00 

Keithly  &  Co 65  75.40 

C.  H.  Condon  &  Co 67  28.50 

F.  C.  Van  Liew 69  40.00 

Frank  &  Bammel 71  10.00 

D.  Ripley   74  10.00 

W.   C.   Corbett 74  30.00 

R.  J.   Potts 74  10.00 

J.  H.  Eskridge 75  10.00 

Peoples   Ice   Co 77  10.00 

H.  M.  Ramsay 78  10.00 

A.  Pennington   78  10.00 

W.  Sass  78  10.00 

Chas.  Lawatta   78  10.00 

A.   Peary    78  10.00 

Louis   C.   Phelps 78  10.00 

Martin  Jiminez   78  10.00 

Wm.  A.  Wilson 78  155.00 

Wm.  Nelson   78  10.00 

Barber  Plumbing  Co 79  55.00 

Robischung  Bros 80  65.00 

Total    $4,344.90 
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Miscellaneous  Current  Liabilities. 

Unclaimed  wages    $  426.81 

Firemen's  Fund 7.45 

Langston    School    insurance 965.36 


Total    $1,399.62 
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Bonded  Debt,  February  29,  1908. 

Date  Issued.                                                                                     Rate.  Amount. 

Jan.     1,  1882     30-year   funding  bonds 6%  $    524,000.00 

July     1,1888     30-year  compromise  bonds 6%  500,000.00 

July     1,1888     30-year  compromise  bonds 5%  503,000.00 

May     1,1894     30-year  public  school  building  bonds 6%  100,000.00 

May     1,  1896     40-year  bridge  building  bonds 5%  39,000.00 

Jan.     1,1897     40-year  Market  House  funding  bonds 5%  109,000.00 

July     1,  1897     40-year  paving  and  sewer  bonds 5%  250,000.00 

Dec.     1.1897     40-year  school  building  bonds 5%  50,000.00 

Jan.     1,1898     25-year  school  building  refunding  bonds. . .   5%  60,000.00 
July     1,  1898     40-year  paving,  sewer  and  permanent  im- 
provements bonds    5%  100,000.00 

Jan.     2,1899     40-year  paving  and  sewer  bonds 5%  100,000.00 

Nov.  15,  1899     40-year     sewerage    and     sanitary     system 

bonds    5%  300,000.0Q 

Aug.     1,  1901     40-year  paving  bonds 5%  240,000.00 

Aug.     1,  1901     40-year  sewer  bonds 5%  60,000.00 

Aug.     1,  1901     40-year  school  building  bonds 5%  50,000.00 

Aug.  15,  1903     40-year  Market,  Engine  and  School  House 

bonds    5%  100,000.00 

Oct.      1,  1903     40-year   paving  bonds 5%  300,000.00 

Oct.      1,1904.     40-year  improvement  bonds 5%  100,000.00 

July  16,  1906     40-year  Water  Works  bonds 5%  434,000.00 

Total $3,919,000.00 
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Statement  of  Revenue  and  Expense    for  the  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1908  and  1907. 

1908.  1907. 
Revenue — 

Schedule  No.  1,  Exhibit  "B"— ordinary $1,425,249.62  $1,122,091.18 

Schedule  No.  2,  Exhibit  "B'^extraordinary 26,850.00  12,550.00 

Total  Revenue  $1,452,099.62  $1,134,641.18 

Expense — 

Schedule  No.  2,  Exhibit  "B"— ordinary $    927,766.93  $    849,474.94 

Schedule  No.  2,  Exhibit  "B" — extraordinary 359,971.49  233,305.51 

Total  Expense $1,287,738.42  $1,082,780.45 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expense $    164,361.20  $      51,860.73 
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Revenue,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 

February  29,  1908  and  1907. 

General  Government:  Increase 

Law  Department —  1908.  1907  or  Decrease. 

City  Attorney's  office $  219.63  $           437.00  *$        217.37 

Finance  Department — 
Assessor  and  Collector: 

Interest    6,466.98  10,151.39  *       3,684.41 

Advertising  and  costs 2,382.95  4,791.60  *       2,408.65 

Total  Finance  Department $  8,849.93  $      14,942.99  *$     6,093.06 

Total   General  Government $  9,069.56  $      15,379.99  *$     6,310.43 

Public  Safety: 

Police  Department — 

Special  details  and  appointments.  ..$  3,638.10  $        7,299.45  *$     3,661.35 

Pound  fees    3,319.65  3,641.25  *          321.60 

Dog  licenses  545.00  808.00  *          263.00 

Other     198.25  396.50  *          198.25 

Total    $  7,701.00  $      12,145.20  *$     4,444.20 

Corporation  Court — 

Fines   and   costs $  13,975.41  %      15,941.80  *$     1,966.39 

Fire  Department — 

Miscellaneous    %       '     25.00  *$          25.00 

Health  Department — 

Fumigations    $  40.60  $             29.00       $          11.60 

Scavenger  Department   $  16,974.00  $      16,692.75       $        281.25 

Electrical  Department  $  2,671.90  %        3,104.05  *$        432.15 

Total  Public  Safety   %  41,362.91  $      47,937.80  *$     6,574.89 

Public  Works: 
City  Engineer — 

Survey   fees    $  845.00  $        1,099.50  *$        254.50 

Building   permits    1,979.40  2,058.50  *            79.10 

Plumbing  and  sewer  inspection  fees  1,170.35  1,439.20  *          26S.S5 

Other    310.75  491.70  *          ISO. 95 

Total    $  4,305.50  $        5,088.90  *$        783.10 

Street  and  Bridge  Department $  1,502.03  $        7,248.11  *$     5,746.08 

Garbage  Department   4.75        4.75 

Total  Public  Works $  5,812.28  %      12,337.01  *$     6,524.73 

Revenue  {Forward)   $  56,244.75  %      75,654.80  *$  19,410.05 
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Revenue,  Classified  and  Compared,   for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 


February  29,  1908  and  1907 — Continued. 


Increase 


1908.  1907.  or  Decrease. 

Revenue  {Forward)  $  56,244.75  $      75,654.80  *$  19,410.05 

Public  Industries: 

Markets    $  17,589.05  $      17,401.15  $        187.90 

Water  Department — 

Water   rates    $  172,525.93  $      67,270.81  $105,255.12 

Meter   rent    1,370.10        1,370.10 

Penalties    98.50         98.50 

Services    7,849.55         7,849.55 

Other  1,895.23         1,896.23 


Total    $    183,739.31     $      67,270.81       $116,468.50 


Total  Public  Industries $    201,328.36     $      84,671.96       $116,656.40 


Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art: 

Schools $      89,146.03     $      70,053.83       $  19,092.20 

Park    510.00  150.00  360.00 


Total  Public  Education,  Recrea- 
tion and  Art $      89,656.03     $      70,203.83       $  19,452.20 


Taxation  : 

Ad  Valorem  Tax $  915,770.55  $    809,926.59  $105,843.96 

Occupation  Taxes — 

Merchants    * $  2,330.40  $        3,657.15  *$     1,326.75 

Liquor  29,997.70  15,951.50  14,046.20 

Beer     9,078.04  5,290.56  3,787.48 

Other  4,893.70  4,080.05  813.65 


Total    ! $      46,299.84     $      28,979.26       $  17,320.58 


Poll   Tax    $        6,090.00     $        5,079.00       $     1,011.00 


Franchise  Tax   $    108,160.57     $        6,270.48     '$101,890.09 


Total  Taxation    $1,076,320.96     $    850,255.33       $226,065.63 


Premium  on  Bonds $      25,259.23     *$  25,259.23 


Miscellaneous     $        1,699.52     $      16,046.03     *$  14,346.51 


Total  Ordinary  Revenues $1,425,249.62     $1,122,091.18       $303,158.44 


Revenue — Extraordinary  : 

Sale  of  Crematory  land $      22,000.00 

Insurance    (Douglas   School) 4,850.00 


Total    $      26,850.00     $      12,550.00       $  14,300.00 

Grand  Total  Revenue $1,452,099.62     $1,134,641.18       $317,458.44 
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Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,  for  the   Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,   1908  and   1907. 

ORDINARY  EXPENSE- 
GENERAL  Government:  Increase 

Executive —  1908.  1907.  or  Decrease. 

Mayor's  Office: 

Salaries    $  3,999.93     $        4,000.00     *$  .07 

Other  ■ 1,032.85  863.10  169.75 


Total  Executive $        5,032.78     $        4,863.10       $        169.68 


Legislative — 
City  Council: 
Salaries    $        9,600.00 


Total    $        9,600.00 


City  Secretary: 

Salaries    $  1,200.00 

Stationery  and  printing 121.85                  76.75                 45.10 

Other  56.50                 154.50     *            98.00 


Total    $        1,378.35     $        1,431.25     *$  52.90 


Total  Legislative   $      10,978.35     $      11,031.25     *$  52.90 


% 

4,863.10 

$ 

9,600.00 

$ 

9,600.00 

$ 

1,200.00 
76.75 
154.50 

$ 

1,431.25 

$ 

11,031.25 

Law  Department — 
City  Attorney: 

Salaries    $ 

Court  costs   

Other  


7,880.02  $ 

8,149.95  *$   269.93 

103.20 

2,032.83  *   1,929.63 

727.48 

1,732.34  *   1,004.86 

Total   Law  Department  ...  $        8,710.70     $      11,915.12     *$     3,204.42 

Finance  Department — 
Controller's  Office: 

Salaries    $        .3,266.00     %        3,090.30       $        175.70 

Stationery  and  printing 276.80  238.20  38.60 


Total    $        3,542.80     $        3,328.50       $        214.30 

Treasurer's  Office: 

Salaries    $  600.00 


$ 

11,915.12 

% 

3,090.30 
238.20 

% 

3,328.50 

% 

600.00 

Assessor  and  Collector: 

Salaries    $  12,059.32  $      12,174.80  *$  115.48 

Advertising   734.94  950.85  *  215.91 

Stationery  and  printing 476.65  776.70  *  300.05 

Other 1,475.20  1,884.89  *  409.69 


Total   $      14,746.11     $      15,787.24     *$     1,041.13 


Total  Finance  Department^      18,888.91     $      19,715.74     *$        826.83 


General  Government   {Forward) $    43,610.74     $      47,525.21     *$     3,914.47 
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Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,   for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1908  and  1907 — Continued. 

Increase 

Ordinary  Expense  {Continued) .  1908.  -1907.  or  Decrease. 

General  Government  {Forward) $      43,610.74  $      47,525.21  *$     3,914.47 

Miscellaneous — 
City  Hall: 

Repairs  and  renewals $  37.05  $  619.80  *$        582.75 

Salaries— operation    .. 1,324.90  1,206.75  118.15 

Others— operation    1,329.94  914.89  415.05 

Total    $       2,691.89  $       2,741.44  *$         49.55 

Elections:  t 

Salaries — judges  and  clerks %  851.05  $  413.00  %       438.05 

Stationery    and   printing 376.14  430.07  *  53.93 

Other    297.96  140.10  157.86 

Total    $        1,525.15  $  983.17  $        541.98 

Damages  Not  Chargeable  to  Dep'ts: 

Injuries  to  individuals $  143.10  $        2,725.00  *$     2,581.90 

Damage  to  property 351.75  9,851.79  *       9,500.04 

Total    $  494.85  $      12,576.79  *$  12,081.94 

Interest   on   Bonded  Debt $    235,209.96  $    205,146.40  $  30,063.56 

Miscellaneous: 

Salaries    $        1,290.00  $  432.75  *$        857.25 

Other    21,464.72  23,696.69  *       2,231.97 

Total   $      22,754.72  $      24,129.44  *$     1,374.72 

Electric  lights   $      39,537.12  $      41,603.52  *$     2,066.40 

Water— Hydrants    $      13,959.68  *$  13,959.68 

Total  Miscellaneous $    302,213.69  $    301,140.44  $     1,073.25 

Total   General   Government $    345,824.43  $    348,665.65  *$     2,841.22 

Ordinary   Expense    {Forward) $    345,824.43  $    348,665.65  *$     2,841.22 
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Expense,  Classified  and  Compared,   for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1908  and  1907 — Continued. 

Increase 

1908.                 1907.  or  Decrease. 

Ordinary   Expense    (Forward) $  345,824.43  $    348,665.65  *$     2,841.22 

Public  Safety: 
Police  Department — 

Salaries    $  65,396.70  $      65,389.45  $            7.25 

Repairs  and   renewals  of  Wagons 

and    Harness    184.95                   94.10  90.85 

Live  Stock,  replacement  and  keep  534.50                378.40  156.10 

Repairs  and  renewals — buildings.  459.93                175.15  284.78 

Repairs  and  renewals — equipment  164.70                  39.35  125.35 

Light   and   Heat 466.77                 326.41  140.36 

Subsistence  of   prisoners 3,541.44             4,077.00  *  535.56 

Stationery    and    printing 158.00                 107,55  50.45 

Other    1,211.45                 779.82  431.63 

Repairs  and  renewals — Pound....  69.55                  55.75  13.80 

Other   expenses— Pound    594.68                 424.92  169.76 

Total    $  42,782.67  $      71,847.90  $        934.77 

Corporation  Court — 

Salaries    $  1,800.00  $        1,695.95  $        104.05 

Other    42.50                 199.35  *  156.85 

Total    $  1,842,50  $        1,895.30  *$          52.80 

Fire  Department — 

Salaries    $  54,768.40  $      54,705.30  $          63.10 

Repairs  and  renewals— buildings.  1,124.09                253.09  871.00 
Repairs    and    renewals — furniture 

and  bedding  58.85                  28.40  30.45 

Repairs  and  renewals — equipment  7,056.45             4,278.70  2,777.75 

Live  Stock,  replacement  and  keep  6,261.87              6,657.06  *  395.19 

Fuel  for  engines 677.60                 859.00  *  181.40 

Lubricants  and  other  engine  sup- 
plies      238.86                    70.26  168.60 

Chemicals    70.85                 119.32  *  48.47 

Light   and    Heat 1,591.85              1,257.98  333.87 

Stationery  and  printing 27.50                   14.50  13.00 

Other     1,272.39                 519.08  753.31 

Total    $  73,148.71  $      68,762.69  $     4,386.02 

Public   Safety    (Forward) $  147,773.88  $    142,505.89  $     5,267.99 

Ordinary   Expense    (Forward) $  345,824.43  $    348,665.65  *$     2,841.22 


♦Decrease.  Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  2.  (Continued)-3. 
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Expense,  Classified   and  Compared,   for  the   Fiscal  Years  Ended 
February  29,  1908  and  1907 — Continued. 

Increase 

1908.  1907.  or  Decrease. 

Ordinary    Expense    {Forward) $    345,824.43  $    348,665.65  *$     2,841.22 

Public   Safety    (Fomvard) $    147,77.3.88  $    142,505.89  $     5,267.99 

Health  Department — 

Salaries— superintendence    $        3,699.95  $        3,649.96  $          49.99 

Salaries— inspectors     4,102.20  3,057.80  1,044.40 

Repairs  and  renewals — Pest  House              19.65  11.85  7.80 

Operation— Pest  House   747,55  243.20  504.35 

Quarantine  expense    51.65  13.50  38.15 

Drugs,  chemicals  and  appliances.  .          2,713.82  2,304.22  409.60 

Stationery    and    printing 64.15  29.65  34.50 

Other    495.83  92.00  403.83 

Total    $      11,894.80  $        9,402.18  $     2,492.62 

Scavenger  Department — 

Salaries  and   wages $        9,091.64  $        8,378.15  $        713.49 

Repairs  and  renewals — buildings 2.73  *              2.73 

Repairs  and  renewals — equipment            799.33  158.75  640.58 

Live  Stock,  replacement  and  keep          1,978.55  1,813.73  164.82 

Stationery  and  printing 254.74  296.75  *            42.01 

Other     349.12  424.70  *            75.58 

Total    $      12,473.38  $      11,074.81  $     1,398.57 

Electrical  Department — 

Salaries— superintendence    $        1,620.00  $        1,500.00  $        120.00 

Salaries— inspectors    1,233.00  1,200.00  33.00 

Repairs  and  renewals,  F.  A.  tele- 
graph               1,813.21  1,288.32  524.89 

Other     244.60  94.65  149.95 

Total    $        4,910.81  $        4,082.97  $        827.84 

Total  Public   Safety $    177,052.87  $    167,065.85  $     9,987.02 

Public  Works: 

Engineer's  Department — 

Salaries    $        8,314.92  $        8,220.40  $          94.52 

Repairs  and  renewals,  instruments              67.75  85.61  *            11.86 

Stationery  and  printing 194.61  186.18  8.43 

Other    403.58  205.99  197.59 

Total        $        8,980.86  $        8,698.18  $        282.68 

Public   Works    (Fonvard) $        8,980.86  $        8,698.18  $        282.68 

Ordinary    Expense    (Fonvard) $    522,877.30  $    515,731.50  $     7,145.80 

♦Decrease.                 Exhibit  "B"— Schedule  No.  2.  <continued)-4. 
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Expense,   Classified   and  Compared,   for  the   Fiscal  Years  Ended 

February  29,  1908  and  1907 — Continued. 

Increase 

1908.  1907.  or  Decrease. 

Ordinary    Expense    {Forward) .".$  522,877.30  $    515,731.50  $     7,145.80 

Public   Works    {Forward) $  8,980.86  $        8,698.18  $        282.68 

Street  and  Bridge  Department — 

Salaries— superintendence    $  3,433.62  $        3,514.87  *$          81.25 

Repairs   and  renewals — buildings.  448.76  994.30  *          545.54 

Repairs  and   renewals— equipment  1,390.40  468.60  921.80 

Repairs  and  renewals— bridges.  ..  17,246.58  24,894.48  *       7,647.90 

Live  Stock,  replacement  and  keep  6,524.29  396.84  6,127.45 

Street  cleaning   18,984.48  25,694.48  *       6,710.00 

Street   repairing    27,810.85  23,416.30  4,394.55 

Other    157.95  547:51  *          389.56 

Total $  75,996.93  $      79,927.38  *$     3,930.45 

Garbage  Department — 

Salaries  and  wages $  14,828.81  $      14,840.14  *$          11.33 

Repairs  and   renewals— buildings.  231.73  328.70  *            96.97 

Repairs  and  renewals — equipment  49.33  38.27  11.06 

Other   * 5.00        5.00 

Total    $  15,114.87  $      15,207.11  *$          92.24 

Sewer  Department — 

Sanitary    sewer    system,    pumping 

station,  operation   $  13,098.65  $        9,950.30  $     3,148.35 

Sanitary    sewer    system,    pumping 

station,  repairs  and  renewals.  ..  1,862.57  1,925.94  *            63.37 

Sanitary  sewer  system,  filter  beds  6,036.79  3,738.31  2,298.48 

Sanitary  sewer  system,  other 140.30  97.22  43.08 

Sewers,  repairs  and  renewals...-.  1,574.50  1,336.05  238.45 

Sewer    inspections    1,500.00  1,500.00       

Other    379.70  498.65  *          118.95 

Total    $  24,592.51  $      19,046.47  $     5,546.04 

Total  Public   Works $  124,685.17  $    122,879.14  $     1,806.03 

Public  Industries: 
Markets — 

Salaries    $  4,260.00  $        4,200.00  $          60.00 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  buildings    257.35  *          257.35 

Other    2,568.64  2,340.72  227.92 

Total        $  6,828.64  $        6,798.07  $          30.57 

Public  Industries   {Forward) $  6,828.64  $        6,798.07  $          30.57 

Ordinary  Expense  {Forward) $  647,562.47  $    638,610.64  $     8,951.83 

♦Decrease.                 Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  2.  (Continued)— 'S. 
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Expense,   Classified  and  Compared,   for  the   Fiscal  Years  Ended 

February  29,  1908  and  1907 — Continued.  increase 

1908.  1907.  or  Decrease. 

Ordinary  Expense  (Forward) $  .647,562.47  $    638,610.64  $     8,951.83 

Public  Industries   (Forward) $"       6,828.64  $        6,798.07  $  30.57 

Water  Department —  Five  Months. 

Salaries,  ODeration   $  10,667.25  $        3,988.01  $     6,679.24 

Fuel     45,942.21  14,425.54  31,516.67 

Lubricating  oil,  waste  and  packing  1,296.10  674.10  622.00 

Machinery  repairs    1,631.03  532.50  1,098.53 

Building  repairs   46.75  52.73  *              5.98 

Other  expenses  at  PumD  House.  .  .  864.90  308.02  556.88 

Salaries,  office  force 4,118.25  1,595.00  2,523.25 

Repairs,  street  service 4,019.12  1,207.87  2,811.26 

Service  connections   4,620.84  2,251.15  2,369.69 

Other    807.98  1,393.13  *          585.15 

Total    $  74,014.43  $      26,428.05  $  47,586.38 

Total   Public    Industries  ..  $  80,843.07  $      33,226.12  $47,616.95 

Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art: 
Schools — 

Salaries    $  165,046.12  $    147,823.68  $  17,222.44 

Repairs  and  renewals,  buildings.  .  4,734.76  5,459.76  *          725.00 
Repairs    and    renewals,    furniture 

and  fixtures    1,914.91  3,687.54  *       1,772.63 

Other  school  supplies 2,578.32  1,774.02  804.30 

School  libraries  521.74  2.25  519.49 

Rent  of  sites  and  buildings 878.95  966.25  *            87.30 

Light    and    Heat 3,513.46  2,661.71  851.75 

Stationery  and  printing 1,813.19  1,501.40  311.79 

Other  4,097.47  4,508.33  *          410.86 

Manual  training   1,483.83        1,483.83 

Domestic  science 549.57        549.57 

Total    $  187,132.32  $    168,384.94  $18,747.38 

Salaries    $  1,384.03  $        1,611.00  *$        226.97 

Repairs  and  renewals,  buildings. .  3.60  690.14  *          686.54 

Repairs  and  renewals,  equipment.  134.79  108.31  26.48 

Animals,  replacement  and  keep.  . .  56.20  106.61  *            50.41 

Maintenance  of  grounds 3,112.98  1,410.68  1,702.30 

Other 1,537.47  326.50  1,210.97 

Total    $  6,229.07  $        4,253.24  $     1,975.83 

Houston      Lyceum      and      Carnegie 

Library   $  6,000.00  $        5,000.00  $     1,000.00 

Total     Public     Education, 

Recreation  and  Art $  199,361.39  $    177,638.18  $  21,723.21 

Total   Ordinary   Expense $  927,766.93  $    849,474.94  $78,291.99 
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Expense,   Classified  and  Compared,   for  the  Fiscal  Years  Ended 

February  29,  1908  and  1907 — Continued. 

Increase 

1903.                 1907.  or  Decrease. 

Total  Ordinary  Expense  {Forward) $    927,766.93     $    849,474.94  $78,291.99 

EXTRAORDINARY  EXPENSE: 

Certificates  of  Indebtedness,  Storrie.%      11,200.00     $      11,9.00.00  *$        700.00 

Refund  Paving  Certificates $      21,213.01     $      25,073.32  *$     3,860.31 

Legal  Department    $           726.00  *$        726.00 

Assessor  and  Collector $      10,000.00  *$  10,000.00 

Electrical  Department $           694.77     $        1,229.54  *$        534.77 

Street  and  Bridge  Department $      14,812.25     $      52,929.82  *$  38,117.57 

Garbage  Department   $           778.76  *$        778.76 

Sewer  Department   $        1,255.75     $        1,301.46  *$          45.71 

Water  Department   $      58,368.15     $        5,723.20  $52,644.95 

Buffalo  Bayou   $      42,908.45     $           696.66  $42,211.79 


Police  Department   $        2,167.60        $     2,167.60 


Parks    $  509.59     $      50,500.00     *$  49,990.41 


Improvement  and  Property,  etc $    206,841.92     $      72,446.75       $134,395.17 


Total  Extraordinary  Expense.  .  .$    359,971.49     $    233,305.51       $126,665.98 


GRAND  TOTAL  OF  EXPENSE $1,287,738.42     $1,082,780.45       $204,957.97 


♦Decrease.  Exhibit  "B" — Schedule  No.  2. 
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Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  the  Fiscal  Year  Ended 
February  29,  1908. 


Balance  on  Hand  „       .    ,  n.  ,  .  Balance  on  Hand 

Feb.  28,  1907  KPCe'ptS  D.sbursements  Feb    ^  m8 


In  Hands  of  Treasurer: 

General  Fund $48,127.04  $1,035,168.76  $1,076,981.22  $     6,314.58 

Special  Fund    4,140.90  7,951.60  7,241.30  4,851.20 

School  Fund 839.71  187,296.03  186,890.12  1,245.62 

Bond  Fund    7,255.07         7,255.07      

Water  Department  Fund.    30,062.01  161,559.42  187,682.86  3,938.57 

Total    $90,424.73  $1,391,975.81  $1,466,050.57  $16,349.97 

In  Other  Hands: 

Board  of  Liquidation $80,763.45  $    235,377.98  $    235,817.45  $80,323.98 

Assessor  and  Collector.  .  .      1,881.66  1,299,637.12  1,198,409.70  103,109.08 

Police  Department   55.10  21,676.41  21,695.36  36.15 

Scavenger   Department...        108.25  16,725.75  16,767.75  66.25 

Electrical    Department...          76.35  2,583.15  2,521.30  138.20 

Market  Master *            .75  17,589.05  17,569.05  19.25 

Working   Funds 800.00 800,00 

Water  Department .20  162,160.73  162,160.93     ■ 

Total    $83,684.26  $1,755,750.19  $1,654,941.54  $184,492.91 
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Statement  of  Department  Expenses  for  the  Year  Ended  Febru- 
ary 29,  1908,  Showing  Budget  Allowances  and  Expenses. 

Expended  More  Expended  Less 
Amount                        Amount                        ..  .. 

,    .    -  „  ,    .  than  than 

Appropriated  Expended  ,       .  .  . 

rl      '  Appropriated  Appropriated 


Executive: 

Mayor     

Legislative: 

City   Secretary    

City    Council     

Law  Department: 

City  Attorney 10,500.00 

Finance  Department: 

Controller     

Treasurer    

Assessor    and    Collector 

Miscellaneous  Departments: 

City    Hall 

Elections     

Damages    not    chargeable    to    depart' 

ments     .  .  .  .' 

Interest    on   bonds 186,000.00 

Miscellaneous    Expenses 15,000.00 

Electric    lights 45,000.00 

Public  Safety: 

Police     Department 

Corporation  Court   

Fire  Department    

Health    Department 11,500.00 

Scavenger  Department    13,500.00 


5,000.00 


1,300.00 
9,600.00 


3,200.00 

620.00 

13,500.00 

2,100.00 
1,000.00 

1,000.00 


72,000.00 
1,900.00 
75,000.00 


Electrical    Department. 

Public  Works: 

Engineer    

Street  and   Bridge.  .  .  . 

Garbage    

Sewer    

Public  Industries: 

Market     

Water  Department   .  .  . 


4,500.00 

9,000.00. 
60,000.00 
15,000.00 
20,000.00 

5,700.00 
75,000.00 


Public  Education,  Recreation  and  Art: 

Schools    

Parks     

Lyceum  and  Library 

Extraordinary: 

Storrie    certificates    

Refunding    paving    certificates. 

Buffalo    Bayou    

Improvements     


195,146.03 
5,000.00 
6,000.00 

11,200.00 
20,000.00 
50,000.00 


1,378.35 
9,600.00 


3,542.80 

600.00 

14,746.11 


1,525.15 

494.85 

235,209.96 

22,754.72 

39,537.12 

74,950.27 

1,842.50 
73,148.71 
11,894.80 
12,473.38 

5,605.58 

8,980.86 
90,809.18 
15,114.87 
25,848,26 

6,828.64 
132,382.58 

187,132.32 
6,738.66 
6.000.00 

11,200.00 

21.213.01 

42.908.45 

200.841.92 


32.78 

78.35 


591.89 
525.15 


49,209.96 
7,754.72 


2,950.27 


30,809.18 

114.87 

5,848.26 

1,128.64 
57,382.58 


57.50 
1,851.29 


Total     $944,266.03  $1,287,738.42      $369,309.53      $25,837.14 

944,266.03  25,837.14 
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State  of  Texas,  \ 

County  of  Harris.        j      ss* 

This  affiant,  T.  C.  Dunn,  City  Treasurer,  being  first  duly 
sworn,  says  that  the  within  is  a  full  and  true  statement  of 
all  matters  relating  thereto  for  the  period  covered  by  this 
report,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

T.  C.  Dunn, 
City  Treasurer. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  March, 
1908. 

Franklin  W.  Williams, 
Notary  Public,  Harris  County,  Texas. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


JAMES  P.  WELSH, 

CITY   ASSESSOR   AND    COLLECTOR, 


SHOWING  COLLECTION  AND 
DISPOSITION  OF  TAXES 


For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF 
CITY  ASSESSOR  AND  COLLECTOR. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  4,  1908. 


Hon.  Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen: 

In  compliance  with  the  ordinances  of  the  City  of  Hous- 
ton I  herewith  submit  to  you  my  annual  report,  which 
speaks  for  itself  in  detail,  from  March  1,  1907,  to  February 
29,  1908,  and  that  appropriation  be  made  $13,500.00  for 
1908.  Yours  very  truly, 

James  P.  Welsh, 
Assessor  and  Collector. 
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Annual  Report  of  James  P.  Welsh,  Assessor  and  Collector,  of  Collections 
and  Distribution  Thereof,  During  the  Twelve  Months  beginning- 
March  1,  1907,  and  ending  February  29,   1908. 

COLLECTIONS. 

Ad  valorem   Tax— Bonds $438,895.55 

General     438,895.67     $    877,791.22 

Costs— Interest    $     6,466.98 

Advertising  and  other 2,382.95 

Court     219.63  9,069.56 

Occupation  Tax— Merchant $     2,330.40 

Liquor     29,997.70 

Beer    9,092.64 

Other   4,882.10  46,302.84 

Poll  Tax $     6,087.00  6,087.00 

Franchise  Tax  $101,370.00  101,370.00 

Special  Deposits   $  7,931.60 

Permits  and  Fees 4,279.25 

Miscellaneous    59,843.06 

Bills   for   Collections 24,751.66  96,805.57 

Water  Department $162,210.73  162,210.73 

$1,299,636.92 

Balance  on  'hand  February  28th,  1907 1,881.86 

$1,301,518.78 

DISTRIBUTIONS. 

Deposited  with  City  Treasurer  March,  1907 $  37,616.68 

April,   1907    49,615.72 

May,  1907 26,605.77 

June,  1907   23,246.82 

July,  1907 47,997.86 

August,  1907   125,116.84 

September,  1907 79,111.85 

October,  1907 66,236.65 

November,  1907   93,324.26 

December,  1907    104,186.97 

January,  1908 211,146.46 

February,  1908  73,685.84     $    937,891.72 

Deposited  with  Board  of  Liquidation  June,  1907.$  2,117.98 

July,  1907 15,000.00 

September,   1907    6,000.00 

October,  1907 3,500.00 

November,  1907   9,000.00 

December,  1907 79,900.00 

January,  1908   95,000.00          210.517.98 

Deposited    with    James    Charlton    for    Harris 

County  Road  and  Bridge  Bonds,  Jan'y,1908.  .$  50,000.00  50,000.00 


$1,198,409.70 
Balance  on  hand  February  29th,  1908 103,109.08 

$1,301,518.78 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


T.  C.  TARVER,  JR., 

CITY  ENGINEER, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF  CITY  ENGINEER. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  5,  1908. 

Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  Engineering  Department  for  the 
year  ending  February  29,  1908.  While  my  tenure  of  office  as 
head  of  this  department  dates  only  from  July  15th  last,  I 
have  given  as  far  as  possible  the  data  showing  the  work 
done  the  whole  year. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  comprises  one  and  a  half 
miles  of  brick  pavement,  in  which  184,000  Catskill  vitri- 
fied brick  and  930,000  Coffeyville  were  used.  These  pave- 
ments were  all  laid  down  in  the  business  district  on  a  four-  . 
inch  concrete  foundation  by  Contractor  A.  T.  Lucas. 
These  streets  are  tabulated  further  on,  showing  the  exact 
number  of  square  yards,  cost  and  location. 

I  am  glad  to  note  here  that  the  city  has  in  contemplation, 
and  now  under  construction,  extensive  brick  paving  im- 
provements. 

Six  hundred  thousand  of  the  one  million  brick  recently 
contracted  for  with  the  Thurber  Brick  Company  have  been 
received  and  are  placed  on  the  streets.  The  paving  is  now 
going  on. 

We  have  160,462  square  yards  of  asphalt  pavement  now 
in  the  city,  and  about  70  per  cent,  of  this  amount  is  in  very 
poor  condition,  and  needs  immediate  repairs.  This  class  of 
paving  has  been  very  unsatisfactory  in  regard  to  keeping 
in  repair.  Many  places  on  these  streets  need  repairs  not 
only  to  the  surface,  but  in  the  concrete  foundation  also; 
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other  places  need  entire  resurfacing  for  several  blocks.  I 
would  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  city  purchase  a  small 
portable  asphalt  repairing  plant,  and  that  the  city  keep 
these  streets  in  repair.  Streets  that  might  be  resurfaced 
with  other  material  than  asphalt  can  be  stripped  of  their 
asphalt  and  with  these  strippings  repairs  made  on  other 
streets.  Should  asphalt  be  used  to  resurface  all,  the  raw 
material  may  be  purchased  and  the  work  done  at  a  reason- 
ably low  cost  by  the  city. 

I  would  recommend  that  an  ordinance  be  passed  divert- 
ing the  heavy  traffic  from  our  asphalt  pavements  in  the 
down  town  districts  to  the  nearby  vitrified  brick  pavements. 

GRAVEL  PAVEMENTS. 

Twenty-foot  gravel  pavements  with  eleven  inches  of 
gravel  were  laid  during  the  past  twelve  months  on  the  fol- 
lowing streets: 

Hamilton  Street,  from  Elgin  to  Leeland  Avenues. 

Chartres  Street,  from  Tuam  to  Hadley  Avenues. 

Tuam  Avenue,  from  Chartres  to  Chenevert  Streets. 

Drew  Avenue,  from  Chartres  to  Chenevert  Streets. 

Dennis  Avenue,  from  Chartres  to  Chenevert  Streets. 

Sternenberg  Avenue,  from  Chartres  to  Chenevert  Streets. 

In  addition  to  this,  all  gravel  streets  east  of  Main  Street, 
with  the  exception  of  Elgin  Avenue,  were  repaired,  the 
worst  places  in  others  filled  in. 

The  gravel  work  is  also  to  be  continued,  and  marked  im- 
provement can  already  be  noticed  in  our  city  streets. 

In  Kenilworth  Grove,  Avondale,  Courtland  and  other  ad- 
ditions, shell  and  gravel  pavements  have  been  put  down  by 
the  owners  of  the  addition. 

Tabulations  on  our  gravel  pavements  are  included  in  this 
report. 

BOIS   D'ARC   BLOCK   PAVEMENTS. 

The  excessive  rains  during  the  past  twelve  months  have 
materially  checked  our  progress  in  this  class  of  paving, 
but  we  have  again  started  up  paving  crews  in  the  South 
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End  district.  Anita  Street,  from  Caroline  to  Brazos,  and 
Polk  Avenue,  from  Milam  to  Smith  Street,  have  been  paved, 
and  work  will  begin  on  the  following  streets : 

Anita  Avenue,  from  Brazos  to  Bagby  Streets. 

Dennis  Avenue,  from  Travis  to  Bagby  Streets. 

Stuart  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  Main  Streets. 

Rosalie  Avenue,  from  Caroline  to  Main  Streets. 

Francis  Avenue,  from  San  Jacinto  to  Smith  Streets. 

Berry  Avenue,  from  Main  to  Travis  Streets. 

Some  of  our  bois  d'arc  pavements  laid  on  streets  where 
unsettled  sewer  ditches  were  should  be  rolled  again  and  re- 
surfaced this  spring. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  surface  drainage  of  our  city  is  very  defective,  as  our 
late  heavy  rains  have  plainly  brought  out.  Heretofore  the 
drainage  problem  has  been  worked  out  to  no  system.  In  my 
report  to  Your  Honor  of  December  23,  1907,  on  drainage,  I 
gave  a  skeleton  outline  showing  the  main  carriers  necessary 
to  perfect  or  aid  in  perfecting  a  good  drainage.  Districts 
will  be  worked  out  for  each  of  the  main  drains  to  equalize  the 
distribution  of  rainfall  and  get  best  results  from  all  car- 
riers. We  have  outgrown  our  present  ditches,  and  have 
therefore  overtaxed  them  all. 

I  am  greatly  aided  in  this  work  by  Engineer  F.  L.  Dor- 
mant's  topographical  map  of  the  city,  and  by  many  of  our 
interested  citizens  from  the  different  localities  who  have 
shown  me  the  conditions  as  they  exist  on  the  ground  after 
heavy  rains.  This  has  been  no  small  help  to  me,  and  to 
them  I  am  grateful. 

I  ask  that  an  appropriation  be  set  aside  for  drainage 
purposes  alone,  this  to  include  salaries  of  level  crew  to  be 
kept  at  work  on  this  all  the  time. 

The  passage  and  enforcement  of  the  sidewalk  ordinance 
has  been  a  great  helper  and  beautifier  to  our  city.  Our  old, 
muddy  and  impassable  sidewalks  in  rainy  weather  are  al- 
most things  of  the  past. 
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Further  on  in  this  report  you  will  find  the  report  of  our 
Sidewalk  Inspector,  W.  Jack  Bryan. 

Files  of  deeds,  vouchers,  maps,  permits,  etc.,  are  at  pres- 
ent in  bad  form,  and  I  ask  that  a  card  index  be  furnished 
this  office;  also,  that  right-of-way  maps  and  profiles  of  the 
different  railroads  entering  or  holding  property  in  the  city 
be  furnished  this  department.  This  will  be  a  great  aid,  not 
only  in  getting  up  data  for  survey,  but  also  the  greatest 
help  in  working  out  the  drainage  of  our  city. 

I  ask  that  the  Engineer's  budget  be  raised  from  $9,000.00 
to  $12,000.00,  to  put  maps  and  books  in  office  up  to  date  for 
the  coming  year. 

I  desire  to  thank  you  and  the  Commissioners  for  uniform 
courtesy  and  co-operation.  I  also  desire  to  commend  the  va- 
rious members  of  the  office,  and  everyone  connected  with 
this  department,  for  their  earnest  work  and  fidelity,  which 
have  marked  their  worth  during  my  tenure  of  office,  and 
thank  them  for  the  support  which  they  have  accorded  me 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  various  tables  hereto  attached  are  self-explanatory, 
and  show  in  detail  the  amounts  expended  and  the  work  ac- 
complished by  this  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  C.  Tarver,  Jr., 
City  Engineer. 
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Statement  of  Revenue.  Expense  and  Unexpended  Appropriation  for  the 
the  Annual  Report  of  February  29,  1908. 

REVENUE. 

24-C  24-D-  Others, 

24- A                       24-B                       Plumbing  Street  Opening  Total 

Survejing               Bunding                 Permits  and  and  Drain  for  the 

Fees                      Permits                        Sewer  Laying  Permit  Year 
Inspection  Fees              Fees 

March    $    126.00       $    152.50       $      96.00  $  25.00  $    399.50 

April    74.00            208.50              71.50  65.75  419.75 

May    102.00            313.00            112.00  34.00  561.00 

June    105.50            187.40            118.00  30.00  440.90 

July    47.00            379.50            127.75  30,50  584.75 

August    90.00            160.00            179.00  ,30.50  459.50 

September    44.50            127.00            109.00  19.00  299.50 

October     55.50            184.50            117.25  28.00  385.25 

November    21 00              41.00              44.00  14,50  120.50 

December    62.00              50.50              72.35  6.50  191.35 

January    70.50              94.00              58.25  9.50  232.25 

February    47.00              81.50              65.25  17.50  211.25 

Total  for  twelve  months  end- 
ing Feb.  29,  1908 $    845.00       $1,979.40       $1,170.35  $310.75  $4,305.50 

Total  revenue  for  the  twelve 
months  ending  Feb.  28, 

1907 1,099.50         2,058.50         1,439.20  491.70  5,088.90 


Decrease  of  year  ending  Feb. 
39, 1908,  overyear  end  in  z 
Feb.  28,1907 ^$    254.50       $      79.10       $    268.85       $180.95       $    783.40 


Salaries 

March    $  760.00 

April    860.00 

May    775.00 

June    904.00 

July    760.00 

August    645.15 

September    635.00 

October   613.27 

November 585.00 

December   532.50 

January    585.00 

February    660.00 

Totals    $8,314.92 


EXPENSE 

24-B 

24-C 

Repairs  and 

Stationery 

24-D 

Totals 

Renewals  of 

and 

Others 

Instruments 

Printing 

$  1.25 

$     5.40 

$    21.00 

$    787.65 

29.50 

70.83 

26.00 

986.33 

44.20 

22.50 

841.70 

1.50 

23.90 

21.00 

950.40 

3.80 

48.50 

812.30 

22.50 

667.65 

.20 

25.50 

660.70 

1.25 

6.03 

22.25 

642.80 

30.75 

.85 

21.00 

637.60 

2.00 

23.25 

22.23 

579.98 

1.50 

1.80 

21.10 

609.40 

14.35 

130.00 

804.35 

$67.75 

$194.61 

$403.58 

$8,980.86 

Total  expense  year  ending  Feb.  29,  1908 $8,980.86 

Total  expense  year  ending  Feb.  28,  1907 8,698.18 

Increase    for    the    12    months    ending    Feb.    29,    1908,    over    12 
months  ending  Feb.  28,  1907 $    282.68 
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Paving-  Work  Done   Under  the  Supervision  of  This  Department  for  the 
Twelve  Months  Ending  February  29,  1908. 

BLOCK  PAVING. 

Polk  Avenue,  paving,  from  Milam  to  Smith — 

Two    blocks    1,156  sq.  yds. 

Total  cost    $304.54 

Cost  per  square  yard 26£c 

Anita  Street,  paving,  from  Caroline  to  Brazos  Streets — 

Eight  blocks    7,347  sq.  yds. 

Total  cost  $1,979.25 

Cost  per  square  yard 27c 

BRK  K   PAVEMENT. 

On  Milam  St.,  from  Dallas  to  Rusk  Aves 4  blocks 

Length 1,315.5  ft. 

Width    35.2  ft. 

Square  yards    5,140 

Cost  per  square  yard $1.26 

Total  cost $6,493.30 

Part  paid  by  Houston  Electric  Co 1,144.31 

Cost  to  City $5,348.99 

Old  block  foundation,  6-in.  gravel,  with  sand  cushion,  surfaced  with 
Thurber  brick. 

On  Milam  St.,  from  Capitol  to  Congress  Aves 4  blocks 

Length     1,248.6  ft. 

Width 55.5  ft. 

Square  yards  7,869.1 

Cost  per  square  yard $1.73 

Total  cost  $13,570.70 

Part  paid  by  Houston  Electric  Co 1,895.01 

Cost  to  City $11,675.69 

Thurber  brick  on  4-in.  concrete  foundation  with  sand  cushion. 

On  Milam  St.,  from  Rusk  to  Capitol  Aves. — Congress  to  Frank- 
lin Aves 2  blocks 

Length    662.5  ft. 

Width   (average)   54.6  ft. 

Square  yards    4,347 

Cost  per  square  yard $2.08! 

Total  cost $9,718.55 

Part  paid  by  Houston  Electric  Co 703.86 

Cost  to   City $9,014.69 

On  Congress  St.,  from  Milam  to  Louisiana  St.  Bridge. 

Length 9/100  miles 

Width    55  ft. 

Square  yards 2,060 

Total  cost $5,563.19 

Part  paid  by  Houston  Electric  Co 623.40 

Cost   to   City $4,939.79 

Four  inches  concrete  foundation,  sand  cushion,  Coffeyville  brick. 
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San  Jacinto  Street,  paving — 

Length     31/100  miles 

Width   (from  Preston  to  Rusk) 54  ft. 

Width  (from  Rusk  to  Walker) 35  ft. 

Square    yards    9,190.4 

Total    cost    $24,116.23 

Portion  to  be  paid  by  Houston  Electric  Co 107.37 

Cost   to   City $24,008.86 

Four-inch  concrete,  sand  cushion  and  Coffeyville  brick. 

McKee  Street  paving,  from  Liberty  to  T.  &  N.  O.  tracks — 

Length    15/100  miles 

Width    35  ft. 

Square     yards 3,068 

Total    cost    $8,823.81 

Portion  to  be  paid  by  Houston  Electric  Co 159.70 

Cost  to  City $8,664.11 

Four-inch   concrete  foundation,  sand  cushion,  Coffeyville  brick,   new 
24-in.  curb  on  both  sides. 

Fannin  St.  paving  (Franklin  to  Congress,  Prairie  to  Capitol)  — 

Length    17/100  miles 

Width 54  ft. 

Square  yards   5,151.8 

Total  cost  $13,306.10 

Portion  to  be  paid  by  Houston  Electric  Co 23.91 

Cost  to   City $13,282.29 

Four-inch  concrete  foundation,  sand  cushion,  Coffeyville  brick. 

Prairie  St.  paving,  from  Milam  to  Travis  Sts. — 

Length   274  ft. 

Width    53.5  ft. 

Square  yards    1,693 

Total    cost $3,420.20 

Amount  to  be  paid  by  Houston  Electric  Co 218.62 

Cost   to   City $3,201.58 

Four-inch  concrete  foundation,  sand  cushion,  Thurber  brick. 

GRAVEL  PAVEMENT. 

Tuam  Avenue — 

From  Chartres  to  Chenevert 2  blocks 

Length    628  ft. 

Width    20  ft. 

Square  yards    1,396 

Dennis  Avenue — 

From  Chartres  to  Chenevert 2  blocks 

Length    602  ft. 

Width    20  ft. 

Square  yards    1,338 
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Drew  Avenue — 

From  Chartres  to  Chenevert 2  blocks 

Length   : 597  ft. 

width    20  ft. 

Square  yards    1,326 

Chartres  Street — 

From   Hadley  to  Tuam 6  blocks 

Length    . 1,602  ft. 

Width  20  ft. 

Square  yards    3,560 

Total  cost $2,765.75 

Cost  per  square  yard 77  7/10c 

Hamilton  Street — 

From  Elgin  to  Leeland 16  blocks 

Length    4,680  ft. 

Width  20  ft. 

Square  yards    10,400 

Total  cost  $7,629.95 

Cost  per  square  yard 73  l/3c 


Tabulation  of  All  Pavements  in  City  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 

Class.                                                    Year  1907.  Year  1908. 

Asphalt    160,462  160,462 

Brick    262,563  295,930 

Belgian  Block   1,892  1,892 

Bois   D'Arc   Blocks 78,700  50,582 

Gravel    567,244  595,766 

Macadam  28,148  28,148 

Shell 5,558  25,558 

Total    1,104,567  1,158,338 

Work  Now  Under  Construction. 

Two  blocks  on  Fannin  Street   (Brick). 

Two  blocks  on  Sternenberg  Street   (Gravel). 

Two  blocks  on  Berry  Street  (Gravel). 

One  block  on  Francis  Street  (Bois  D'Arc). 

One  block  on  Anita  Street  (Bois  D'Arc). 

Total  mileage  February  28,  1907 64.63  miles. 

Total  mileage  February  29,  1908 67.65  miles. 

Increase  year  ending  February  29,  1908.  . .  .    3.02  miles. 
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BUILDING   INSPECTOR, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF  BUILDING  INSPECTOR. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  5,  1908. 

To   the  Hon.   Mayor   and   Commissioners    of   the   City    of 
Houston: 

Gentlemen  :  I  hereto  attach  tabulated  statements 
showing  the  values  of  improvements,  etc.,  and  amount  of 
fees  collected  in  this  department. 

For  expense  of  this  department  see  annual  report  under 

heading  of  Engineer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.   X.   NORRIS, 

Building  Inspector. 


Number  of  Building  Permits  and  Amount  of  Fees  for  Each  of  the  Twelve 
Months  Ending  February  1907  and  1908. 


-1907- 


Permits. 

March    .' 117 

April    Ill 


May    

June    

July    

August  ..  . 
September 
October  .  . 
November 
December 
January  .. 
February   . 


90 


83 
90 
91 
70 
60 
67 
66 


Fees, 
i  275.50 
174.50 
166.50 
175.50 
154.00 
140.00 
146.50 
176.50 
119.00 
120.50 
129.50 
280.50 


-1908- 
Permits.     Fees. 


70 
71 
67 
72 
79 
76 
57 
25 
34 
49 
50 


1,014         $2,058.50         730 
Permits. 

Total  for  year  ending  February  28,  1907 1,014 

Total  for  year  ending  February  29,  1908 730 

Difference  between  1907  and  1908  (decrease) 284 


$    152.50 

208.50 

313.00 

187.40 

379.50 

160.00 

127.00 

184.50 

41.00 

50.50 

94.00 

81.50 

$1,979.40 

Fees. 
$2,058.50 

1,979.40 

$      79.10 
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Permit  Valuation  of  Additions  ctnd  Repairs  During  the  Twelve  Months 
Ending  February,  1907  and  1908. 

, 1906-07 ^     t 1907-08 , 

Permits.  Valuation.  Permits.  Valuation. 

March    108       $  8,139.00  76     $  17,195.00 

April    106           7,120.00  87         18,022.00 

May    74           7,580.00  83         18,705.00 

June    73           8,015.00  74         42,502.00 

July    107           8,115.00  75       149,545.00 

August    98           9,795.00  55         42,292.00 

September    82           7,120.00  65         22,525.00 

October    114           9,496.00  84         14,890.00 

November    66           4,915.00  81         13,372.00 

December   61           6,751.00  72         17,077.50 

January    71           6,145.00  65         32,099.00 

February    60           4,870.00  70           8,935.00 


1,020       $88,068.00  887     $397,159,50 

The    above    includes    several    large    buildings    that    were    remodeled. 
Will  find  same  in  classifications. 

Classifications  of  Permanent  Improvements. 

No.  of 

Brick  Buildings.  Bldgs.            Value. 

8-story  buildings   2         $    107,000.00 

5-story  buildings  2  169,000.00 

4-story  building 1                15,000.00 

3-story  buildings 5  111,100.00 

2-story  buildings 4                28,000.00 

3-story  flats 2                76,000.00 

2-story  fire  station 1               13,000.00 

Brick  residences   5               76,050.00 

Gas  holder 1                56,000.00 

Churches    5                78,400.00 

Brick  school  1               13,000.00 

Brick  vault 1                 1,200.00 

Rice  elevator   1               15,000.00 

Rice  mill 1                19,000.00 

Frame  school  houses 2                 7,100.00 

Oil  plants 2.                14,500.00 

3-story  wood  flat 1                  7,500.00 

Summer  theatre 1                  9,600.00 

Combination  warehouses 23               98,650.00 

2-story  residences   126  316,058.00 

Cottages    352  290,525.00 

Stables  and  servant  houses 161                50,167.00 

Remodeling  of  brick  buildings 13  189,500.00 

713  $1,761,350.00 

Valuation  of  1,014  permits  ending  Feb.  28,  1907 $2,038,380.00 

Valuation  of  713  permits  ending  Feb.  29,  1908 1,761,350.00 

Decrease  value  of  year  ending  Feb.  29,  1908 $    277,030.00 

Total  value  of  permanent  and  temporary  buildings  for  the 

past  year   $1,959,009.50 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


W.  JACK  BRYAN, 

SIDEWALK  INSPECTOR, 
For  the  Year  Endiug  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF  SIDEWALK  INSPECTOR. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  3,  1908. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Sir:  This  department  was  organized  by,  and  has  con- 
tinued under  the  direction  of  Commissioner  J.  Z.  Gaston. 
As  soon  as  the  Commissioners  designated  the  first  compul- 
sory sidewalk  district,  on  the  15th  of  last  May,  he  placed 
the  attention  of  its  affairs  with  me,  and  the  following  state- 
ment will  show  to  you  its  progress  and  its  present  condi- 
tions, under  his  supervision.  Other  districts  have  been  des- 
ignated, until  473  blocks,  or  about  137,000  lineal  feet,  of 
sidewalk  are  now  included. 

The  property  owners  have,  with  a  few  exceptions,  obeyed 
the  legal  service  to  lay  concrete  walks  with  proper  dili- 
gence, and  I  have  been  informed  by  those  I  have  seen  who 
have  not  complied  that  they  would  do  so  at  an  early  date. 

While  my  legal  service  has  been  only  on  the  property 
owners  of  the  compulsory  district,  my  efforts  have  extend- 
ed over  the  city's  limits,  and  I  have  to  report  the  voluntary 
laying  of  as  much  sidewalk  outside  the  district  as  in. 

Because  of  the  varying  widths  of  the  streets  and  sizes 
of  the  blocks,  an  almost  interminable  calculation  would  be 
required  to  find  the  city's  sidewalk  area,  but  the  following 
close  approximations  will  show  the  progress  of  this  depart- 
ment; their  nearness  to  exactness  makes  the  difference  im- 
material : 

Estimating  the  walks  at  a  width  of  four  feet,  there  is  not 
less  than  one  thousand  miles  of  lineal  footage  in  the  city 
limits. 
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Estimating  at  the  same  width  of  walk,  there  has  not  been 
less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  lineal  feet  of  new 
concrete  walks  laid  since  the  organization  of  this  depart- 
ment, equalling  28.4  miles ;  2.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  area  of 
the  incorporate  limits,  estimated  at  the  average  sized  blocks, 
or  about  5  per  cent,  of  its  thickly  settled  portion. 

Respectfully, 

W.  Jack  Bryan, 
Sidewalk  Inspector. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


WM.  H.  WILSON, 

CITY  ATTORNEY, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF  CITY  ATTORNEY. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  5th,  1908. 

Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  I  herewith  submit  a  statement  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Legal  Department  of  the  City  of  Houston  for 
the  year  ending  the  29th  day  of  February,  1908. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  not  been  recovered  in  the 
courts  any  judgment  against  the  City  of  Houston  of  any 
magnitude  or  importance,  and  there  has  been  a  marked 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  suits  for  damages  filed  or 
asserted  against  the  City  in  the  courts. 

There  has  been  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  business 
in  the  way  of  the  preparation  of  ordinances,  examination 
of  titles,  drawing  up  of  contracts,  and  advice  to  the  City  in 
its  various  departments  upon  the  questions  of  law  arising  in 
the  conduct  of  the  city's  affairs. 

During  the  past  year  the  most  important  work  done  by 
this  department,  and  that  of  greatest  interest  to  the  public 
at  large,  consisted  in  re-framing  the  ordinances  of  the  City 
of  Houston  so  as  to  conform  our  ordinances  to  the  Baskin- 
MacGregor  law  for  the  regulation  of  the  liquor  traffic,  and 
so  as  to  more  fully  and  thoroughly  exercise  the  power  of 
regulation  vested  in  the  City  of  Houston  by  its  Charter,  over 
the  retail  liquor  business.  In  connection  with  this  work, 
the  City  put  out  of  business  some  dozen  exceedingly  dis- 
reputable saloons  in  the  City,  and  cleaned  up  a  much  larger 
number;  requiring  them  to  conduct  their  business  in  ac- 
cordance with  law.  This  work  involved  a  great  deal  of  labor 
on  the  part  of  the  Legal  Department.  And  we  were  in- 
formed by  the  Police   Department  that  the  results   were 
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immediately  apparent  in  a  marked  falling  off  of  petty  crimes 
and  offenses  against  the  public  peace  and  public  order. 
Since  the  passage  of  these  ordinances  and  the  proceedings 
referred  to,  the  conduct  of  the  retail  liquor  business  in  this 
city  has  been  very  much  improved  over  the  state  of  affairs 
which  existed  in  times  past.  The  City  was  assisted  in  this 
work  by  the  local  brewers  and  the  Local  Liquor  Dealers' 
Association,  but  especially  received  valuable  assistance  from 
the  Texas  Brewers'  Association  and  its  detective  depart- 
ment, the  State  'headquarters  of  said  Association  being 
located  at  Galveston. 

The  Charter  requires  the  City  Attorney  to  be  present  in 
person  or  by  deputy  at  the  sessions  of  the  Corporation  Court, 
which  are  held  twice  each  day,  viz :  9  :00  A.  M.  and  5  :00  P.  M. 

During  the  year  beginning  March  1st,  1907,  and  ending 
February  29th,  1908,  there  were  assessed  and  collected  in 
the  Recorder's  Court  fines  and  costs  aggregating  $13,975.41, 
all  of  which  amount  under  the  Charter  of  the  City  belongs 
to  the  City  of  Houston,  and  goes  into  its  general  revenues. 
It  will  be  noted  by  comparison  to  last  year's  report  of  the 
City  Attorney,  that  the  amount  of  fines  and  costs  collected 
is  somewhat  less  than  that  in  the  year  preceding,  and  so 
also  is  the  number  of  cases  filed.  We  think  this  result  is 
largely  due  to  the  more  orderly  and  law-abiding  condition  of 
the  City,  caused  by  the  Baskin-MacGregor  liquor  law,  and 
the  ordinances  and  executive  action  of  the  City  of  Houston 
in  connection  therewith,  and  is  in  part  due  to  the  fact  that 
by  the  last  Legislature  many  offenses  were  withdrawn  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Recorder's  Court. 

During  the  past  year  the  customary  force  of  the  depart- 
ment has  been  continued  and  maintained  as  heretofore. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Wilson, 

City  Attorney. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


F.  J.  OLLRE, 

Market  Master,' 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF  MARKET  MASTER. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  2,  1908. 

Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  City  Charter,  requiring 
each  department  to  submit  an  annual  report,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following: 

As  this  department  is  in  a  first-class  condition,  I  have  no 
suggestions  to  offer. 

Following  are  the  receipts  from  March  1,  1907,  to  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1908 : 

March $  1,461.50 

April    1,414.40 

May 1,592.50 

June    1,532.75 

July    1,466.25 

August 1,431.70 

September   1,395.00 

October    1,451.45 

November    1,456.00 

December    1,461.75 

January   1,455.25 

February   1,470.25 

Total    $17,589.05 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  J.  Ollre, 
Market  Master. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


DR.  GEO.  W.  LARENDON, 

HEALTH  OFFICER, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


EXHIBIT  "A." 

Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  3,  1908.    . 

Hon.  H.  B.  Eice, 

Mayor"  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report,  together 
with  appended  tables.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  city  is  very  good,  and  has  been 
so  throughout  the  year.  The  diseases  malaria  and  typhoid 
fever,  as  was  the  case  the  past  year,  have  decreased  in 
prevalence.  The  contagious  diseases — scarlet  fever,  diph- 
theria and  smallpox — have  prevailed  at  times ;  none  of  them 
have  assumed  epidemic  proportions.  Rigid  isolation  of  these 
cases  and  thorough  fumigation  of  infected  premises  has 
been  followed  with  every  contagious  disease,  and  we  have 
in  this  way  prevented  epidemics. 

Milk  and  food  inspections  have  been  carried  on  during 
the  year,  and  abuses  corrected.  The  Milk  Inspector's  re- 
port is  appended  to  this. 

DISPENSARY. 

Our  dispensary  has  proved  eminently  satisfactory.  We 
have  supplied  pure  drugs  to  all  entitled  to  the  city's  charity, 
at  a  much  lower  cost  than  has  been  done  heretofore.  The 
appended  table  shows  the  expenditure  for  drugs. 

CLINIC. 

A  surgical  clinic  is  maintained  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
pensary, and  many  minor  surgical  cases  are  cared  for  there 
that  would  otherwise  have  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital. 
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VACCINATION. 

The  department  has  vaccinated  about  1,800  school  chil- 
dren without  charge,  except  for  the  cost  of  the  vaccination 
point.  Indigent  children  have  been  vaccinated  without 
charge  for  the  point. 

The  department  Inspectors  have  been  prompt  to  investi- 
gate all  complaints  of  nuisance,  and  whenever  the  com- 
plaints were  verified  the  nuisance  has  been  abated.  I  have 
had  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  employes  in  this  depart- 
ment in  carrying  on  the  work  of  same.  Their  services  have 
been  faithfully  and  well  performed.  I  desire  to  thank  you 
for  the  interest  you  have  shown  in  our  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Geo.  W.  Larendon,  M.  D., 

City  Health  Officer. 


Summary  of  Births. 

1907.  White 

March  14 

April    19 

May 19 

June   8 

July 25 

August 19 

September     19 

October 27 

November    17 

December    35 

1908. 

January   32 

February   16 

Total    250 

Summary  of  Contagious  Diseases. 


lored 

Total 

22 

36 

17 

36 

6 

25 

8 

16 

23 

48 

12 

31 

18 

37 

17 

44 

16 

33 

15 

50 

13 

45 

18 

34 

185 


Disease 

Cases 

Deaths 

Total 
Deaths 

White 

Black 

White 

Black 

60 
13 

01 

2 

122 

4 

1 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

Total 

134 

124 

5 

3 

8 

Precautionary  measures:      1,800  children  vaccinated. 
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Summary  of  Expenses  for  Twelve  Months  Ending 
February  29,  1908. 


Pest 

Salaries 

Salaries 

House 

Pest 

Month 

Superin- 

Inspectors 

Repairs 

House 

Quarantine 

ence 

and 
Renewals 

Operation 

March 

$308 . 33 

$267.50 

$...  . 

$233.15 

$ 

April 

308 . 33 

292 . 50 

115.75 

Mav 

308 . 33 

292.50 

116.35 

5.20 

June 

308.33 

292.50 

1.65 

73.30 

22.15 

July 

308 . 33 

345.70 

6.50 

14.30 

August 

308 . 33 

367 . 50 

3.95 

3.30 

September. .  . 

308.33 

377.50 

7.20 

October 

308.33 

367.50 

November.  .  . 

308.33 

371.50 

December.. .  . 

308.32 

367.50 

January 

308.33 

367 . 50 

65.40 

February. .  .  . 

308 . 33 

367.50 

18.00 

102.65 

Total 

$3,699.95 

$4,077.20 

$19.65 

$717.05 

$52.15 

Month 

Hospital 

Dispensary 

Milk 
Inspector 

Fumigation 
Office 

Stationery 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. .  . 

October 

November.  .  . 
December.. .  . 

January 

February.  .  .  . 

$207.00 
203 . 40 
165.00 
176.40 
150.00 
169.80 
148.80 
180.20 
216.00 
213.00 
242.00 
220.80 

$  48.50 
26.96 
27.81 
5.12 
13.35 
34.44 
14.05 

29^68 
15.44 
35.40 
14.47 

$ 

27 '.  23 

3.78 

$  6.62 

97.00 

3.55 

6.90 

'  3 '.  50 
4.50 

3.12 

$36.00 

14 '50 

4^75 
3.65 

5.25 

Total 

$2,292.40 

$265.22 

$31.01 

$125.19 

$64.15 
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Summary  of  Expenses — Continued. 


Month 


March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. , 
October.  .  .  , 
November. 
December. 
January. .  . 
February. . 


Total . 


Other 


$   1.00 

18.00 

1.00 

2.50 

1.75 


10.00 


14.45 


12.25 

18.50 


$79 . 45 


Extraordinary 


Cleaning 
Bayou  Banks 


272.13 
144.25 


$416.38 


Boring  Well  at 
Pest  Camp 


55.00 


$55 . 00 


Total... 
Budget. 


.$11,894.80 
.    11,500.00 

$      394.80 
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REPORT  OF  MILK  INSPECTOR. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  3,  1908. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  my  report 
as  Milk  Inspector. 

At  various  times  during  the  year  I  have  examined  sam- 
ples of  milk  from  all  of  the  dairies  in  the  city.  These 
samples  have  been  obtained  from  day  to  day,  and  without 
previous  notice  to  the  dairymen.  The  tests  in  nearly  every 
instance  measured  up  to  the  same  excellent  standard  of  last 
year.  Only  a  few  samples  have  failed  to  conform  to  the 
requirements,  and  in  such  cases  repeated  examinations  have 
been  made,  and  the  fault  has  been  corrected. 

The  people  of  Houston  can  be  assured  they  are  getting 
milk  of  good  quality  and  purity. 

The  laboratory  equipment  is  not  as  complete  as  is  neces- 
sary, and  I  would  respectfully  request  that,  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  milk  inspections  more  thoroughly,  I  be  supplied 
with  the  following:  An  electrical  centrifuge  and  micro- 
scope for  testing  bacteria. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  a  horse  and  buggy  be  supplied 
the  Inspector,  so  that  visits  can  be  made  to  the  dairies 
(which  in  most  cases  are  far  removed  from  the  city),  and 
their  sanitary  condition  can  be  looked  into,  also  to  facilitate 
the  gathering  of  milk  samples. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  E.  Foster, 
Milk  Insvector. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


JACK  KENNEDY, 

CITY  SCAVENGER, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


EXHIBIT  "B." 

Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  CITY  SCAVENGER. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  3,  1908. 


Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor: 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report, 
showing  disbursements  and  work  done  in  my  department 
from  March  1,  1907,  to  February  29,  1908: 

GENERAL  REVENUE. 
Amount  of  Work  Done  and  Closets  Cleaned. 

March  $  1,693.00 

April    1,554.75 

May    1,407.00 

June   1,416.00 

July    1,301.50 

August 1,204.00 

September   1,155.50 

October    1,467.75 

November   1,235.50 

December    1,583.00 

January   : 1,557.75 

February    1,398.25 

Total $16,974.00 

Amount   of   Cash  Collected. 

March $  1,655.50 

April    1,533.75 

May    1,409.25 

June    1,408.00 

July    1,263.50 

August 1,194.00 

September  1,136.50 

October    1,438.25 

November    1,206.50 

December 1,514.25 

January   1,541.00 

February   1,425.25 

Total $16,725.75 
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Outstanding   Bills   for   1907. 

Charity   $  80.25 

Crittenton  Home  and  Infant 7.50 

Public  school    113.00 

City  employes 5.00 

Unpaid  bills 44.25 

City  Water  Works  bills 11.75 

Total   $261.75 


Recapitulation. 

Cash    $16,725.75 

Bills  outstanding  261.75 

Total    $16,987.50 

Expense  12,473.38 

Net  profit  over  operating  expenses $  4,514.12 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  1907 $13,500.00 

Amount  expended    12,473.38 

Balance  unexpended   $  1,026.62 

Percentage  of  appropriation   unexpended 7.60% 

General  Expenses. 

Inspection   $  3,503.49 

Clerk    510.00 

Laborers  ($2.25  and  $2.50) 5,099.39 

Feed  bill  1,800.00 

Doctoring  mules    7.00 

Horseshoeing    153.75 

Repairs  on  wagon 492.45 

Repairs  on  barrels  and  renewals 252.75 

Repairs  on  tools 33.43 

Repairs  on  harness 40.25 

Stationery   and   printing 239.55 

Towels  and  soap 12.00 

Stamps 318.32 

Axle  grease   6.00 

City  directory   5.00 

Total     $1 2,473.38 
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Number  of  Places  Cleaned  and  Inspected. 

f Inspected- 

Go( 
Cleaned 

March    1,820 

April 1,866 

May    1,663 

June 1,700 

July    1,548 

August    1,417    , 

September    1,356 

October 1,639 

November    1,280 

December  1,697 

January    1,758 

February 1,615 


Good 

Bad 

Condition 

Condition 

4,229 

1,558 

4,604 

1,566 

4,625 

1,541 

4,754 

1,428 

4,770 

1,329 

3,830 

1,293 

3,124 

1,301 

3,633 

1,393 

2,434 

975 

2,972 

1,386 

3,329 

1,551 

2,991 

1,356 

Total   19,359 


45,295 


16,677 


Inventory  of  Stock,  Barrels  and  Wagons. 


Old 
10 


Sanitary  Barrels 

Disinfectants,  kegs 

Box  hooks 3 

Dippers,  short  handle 1 

Dippers,  long  handle 1 

Shovels 3 

Wagons   

Mules   

Harness,  sets  5 

Disinfectants,  crude 75 

Faucets    2 

Pumps   1 

Pipe,  feet;  1  pc.  5  ft.,  1  pc.  8  ft 

Axle  grease,  pounds. 

Wrenches    2 


Good 

28 


1 

6 
10 


New  Total 
20         58 


3 
3 
1 
4 
6 

10 
5 

75 
2 
1 

13 

20 
2 


REMARKS. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  state  that  the  operating  expenses 
this  year  are  $1,398.51  over  last  year,  caused  by  additional 
Inspector  and  the  renewals  and  repairs  of  equipment. 

Yours  respectfully, 

J.  Kennedy, 
City  Scavenger. 
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Statement  of  Revenue,  Expense  and  Unexpended  Appropriation  for  the 
Twelve  Months  Ended  February  29,  1908,  and  February  28,  1907. 

revenue.  Increase 

or 
1908  1907  Decrease 

Amount  of  closets  cleaned .  .  .$10,974.00     $16,650.25        $323.75 

Amount  of  cash  collected 16,725.75       16,510.25  215.50 

expense.  Increase 
or 

1908  1907          Decrease 

19  A.     Salaries     $  9,112.88  $  8,378.15        $734.73 

19  C.     Repairs  and  renewals,  equipment        798.33  158.75          639.58 

19  D.     Live  stock,  replacement  and  keep     1,978.55  1,813.73          164.82 

19  E.     Printing  and  others 231.35  297.40*        66.05 

19  F.     Miscellaneous  expenses    352.27  .424.05            71.78 

2.73     

Total  Ordinary   $12,473.38     $11,074.81     $1,398.57 

♦Decrease. 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  1907 $13,500.00 

Amount  expended  as  above 12,473.38 

Balance  Unexpended   $  1,026.62 

Percentage  of  appropriation  unexpended 7.60% 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


R.  G.  ASHE, 

SUPERINTENDENT  GARBAGE, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


EXHIBIT  "C." 

Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee. 


REPORT  OF 
SUPERINTENDENT  GARBAGE. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  4,  1908. 

Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

May or  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report, 
showing  expense  and  work  done  in  my  department  from 
March  1,  1907  to  February  29,  1908: 

work  done. 

Labor  cost    $12,885.01 

Men  at  furnace 1,648.80 

Extra  carts  in  spring 295.00 

Repairs  and  renewals,   buildings 231.73 

Repairs  and  renewals,  equipment 49.33 

Miscellaneous  expense   5.00 

Total  expense    $15,114.87 

Budget   15,000.00 

Amount  overexpended    $      114.87 

Percentage  overexpended   7.65% 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  G.  Ashe, 

Superintendent. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


T.  C.  TARVER,  JR., 

CITY  ENGINEER  AND 
EX-OFFICIO  SEWER  INSPECTOR 

AND 

JOHN  HEFFERNAN, 

SEWER  INSPECTOR, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


EXHIBIT  "D." 

Water,  Light  and  Health  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  SEWER  INSPECTOR. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  5,  1908. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  hand  to  you  my 
report  on  the  Sewer  Department  of  this  city.  The  tabula- 
tions show  the  expense  and  revenue  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  February  29,  1908. 

Owing  to  the  changes  in  plumbing  and  fixtures  for  large 
buildings,  I  recommend  the  plumbing  ordinance  be  revised 
to  meet  the  improving  conditions,  as  our  present  ordinance 
does  not  cover  them. 

There  are  about  $250.00  worth  of  repairs  necessary  on 
our  man-holes  and  flush  tanks,  which  should  be  cared  for 
as  soon  as  possible. 

I  attach  hereto  the  report  of  Mr.  Jno.  Heffernan,  Sewer 
and  Plumbing  Inspector. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
T.  C.  Tarver,  Jr., 
City  Engineer. 


SEWER  DEPARTMENT  REPORT 
For  the  Twelve  Months  Ending  February  29th,  1908. 

There  is  an  increase  of  four  and  one-tenth  miles  of  pipe, 
with  man-holes,  catch-basins,  etc.,  or  65  per  cent,  increase 
in  extensions  and  additions  during  the  twelve  months  end- 
ing February  29,  1908,  over  the  improvements  of  the  pre- 
vious twelve  months. 

New  sewers,  laterals  and  extensions  have  been  construct- 
ed; repairs  and  alterations  have  been  made  on  the  old  sew- 
ers, and  a  general  overhauling  was  done  at  the  sewer  puri- 
fication plant. 
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The  South  End  sewer  extension  to  our  sanitary  sewers 
will  be  completed  within  a  few  days.  This  was  constructed 
according  to  the  original  Potter  plans,  laid  out  by  Alexan- 
der Potter  in  1900.  The  contractors  on  this  sewer  are  The 
Texas  Grading  Company,  of  Houston.  The  estimate  on 
this  work  was  $29,750.00,  in  which  no  lumber  was  figured. 
The  contractors'  estimate  will  amount  to  not  over  $26,600.00, 
which  includes  $1,600.00  worth  of  lumber  found  necessary 
to  be  ordered  left  in  trench,  showing  that  this  work  will 
be  done  at  $4,750.00  less  than  first  estimated  price.  With 
this  extension  completed  and  in  operation,  sanitary  connec- 
tion can  be  made  anywhere  in  our  limits  south  of  McGowen 
Avenue  by  extending  private  laterals  to  it.  A  10-inch  lat- 
eral down  Eagle  Street,  1,630  feet  long,  has  been  laid  by 
the  owners  of  the  Kenilworth  Grove  Addition  to  connect 
with  this  South  End  extension.  The  gap  between  the  Eagle 
Street  lateral  and  the  present  end  of  this  sewer  on  Day 
Street,  about  1,420  feet  long,  running  through  the  Bute  Ad- 
dition, will  be  constructed  in  the  near  future.  This  will  be 
15-inch  pipe,  and  will  make  the  South  End  extension  com- 
plete. 

A  12-inch  combination  sewer  1,617  feet  long  was  laid 
down  Walker  Avenue,  from  Main  to  La  Branch,  with  an 
8-inch  lateral  on  Fannin  Street  180  feet  to  the  north  prop- 
erty line  of  the  new  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building.  The  contractors 
on  this  work  were  Collins  Bros.,  of  Houston.  Estimated 
cost,  $5,444.50,  no  lumber  figured  in.  Contractor's  final 
estimate,  $6,729.97,  including  $1,247.30  for  lumber  left  in 
trench,  an  excess  of  $38.17  over  first  estimate.  This  work 
was  completed  January  20,  1908.  The  sewer  will  serve 
future  deep  basement  buildings  in  this  district,  and  at  pres- 
ent has  an  8-inch  lateral  down  Fannin  to  connect  with  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building  now  under  construction. 

An  8-inch  lateral  down  Bingham  Street  734  feet  long, 
connecting  the  new  colored  school  with  the  Houston  Avenue 
sewer,  was  laid  by  J.  W.  Thiel.  This  will  give  sanitary 
connections  to  property  in  this  vicinity. 

Bids  have  been  received,  and  I  report  ready  to  instruct 
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contractors  to  start  work,  on  the  8-inch  lateral  connecting 
Lubbock  School  with  the  Buffalo  Street  sewer. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  and  operation  of  our  sewers  and 
purification  plant  this  year  exceeds  our  $20,000.00  budget 
by  the  amount  of  $4,592.51.  Thirty-three  hundred  dollars 
can  be  accounted  for  in  the  necessary  overhauling  and  im- 
provements on  the  filter  beds  alone.  The  coke  and  sand 
beds  were  cleaned,  and  pipes  taken  up  and  repaired.  Two 
coke  beds  were  resurfaced  with  coke  and  two  prepared  to 
be  resurfaced,  and  we  have  75  tons  of  coke  on  the  ground 
ready  to  be  put  on  other  beds.  The  old  fence  was  replaced 
around  the  beds  with  a  new  hog-proof  fence.  Grass  cut 
around  all  beds,  and  the  plant  put  in  first-class  shape,  be- 
sides the  general  operating  expenses. 

I  wish  here  to  to  recommend  that  a  septic  tank  in  con- 
nection with  our  purification  plant  be  installed  at  the  filter 
beds.  Our  coke  and  sand  beds  are,  with  the  present  quan- 
tity of  sewerage  sent  them,  kept  at  work  practically  all  the 
time,  not  giving  them  enough  rest  or  time  to  be  cleaned 
thoroughly,  and  we  are  greatly  handicapped  when  one  be- 
comes clogged  and  is  necessary  to  be  cut  out  for  repairs. 
The  septic  tank  would  greatly  relieve  the  situation  and  en- 
able the  beds  to  handle  more  sewerage.  The  heavy  matter, 
rags  and  other  foreign  substance,  being  left  in  the  tank, 
the  beds  could  run  much  longer  without  cleaning,  and  would 
give  better  satisfaction. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  on  our  present  sewers  also  runs 
high  in  this  report,  owing  to  excessive  rains  we  have  had 
this  year,  causing  settlement  and  bank  sliding  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  La  Branch  Street  and  Commerce  Street 
sewers  had  to  undergo  expensive  repairs. 

The  rains  during  the  past  twelve  months  not  only  were 
expensive  to  the  city,  but  were  also  damaging  to  the  con- 
tractors on  both  the  South  End  extension  and  Walker  Ave- 
nue sewers. 
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Houston,  Texas,  February  29,  1908. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  I  hereto  attach  a  tabulated  statement  of  the 
work  done  under  my  supervision  for  the  year  ending  March 
1,  1908.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Jno.  Heffernan, 

Sewer  and  Plumbing  Inspector. 


Plumbing-  Fixtures  Installed  During1  the  Twelve  Months 
Ending  February  29th,  1908. 


March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. 
October.  .  .  . 
November.  . 
December.  . 
January. .  .  . 
Februarv. .  . 


48  70 

41  53 

66  78 
67 


Totals 594  82!)  509  833  349  43  2503  170  727  179  276 


a- 


209 
151 
187 
259 
316 
585 
190 
200 

89 
178 

99 
100 


-t->  <u 
U  D. 

>-  c 

18 
23 
30 
30 
29 
34 
25 
18 
35 
22 
17 
15 


Miscellaneous  Fixtures. 

25 Bell  Traps. 

3 Bar  Waste. 

1 Fountain. 

Sewer  connections  for  twelve  months  ending  February  28,  1907 .  . . 
Sewer  connections  for  twelve  months  ending  February  29,  1908.  .  . 


314 

170 


Decrease  of  last  12  months  over  previous  12  months 144 


Plumbing  permits  for  the  12  months  ending  February  28,  1907. 
Plumbing  permits  for  the  12  months  ending  February  29,  1908. 


656 
594 


Decrease  of  last  12  months  over  previous  12  months 62 

Total  number  of  Plumbing,  Drain  Laying  and  Sewer   Inspections 
for  the  12  mpnths  ending  February  29,  1908 L.182 
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Plumbing"  Fixtures  Installed  During  the  Twelve  Months  Ending 
February  29th,  1908. 

Miscellaneous  fixtures    34 

Closets    829 

Baths    509 

Basins    .- .  .  833 

Sinks    349 

Urinals 43 

Total  fixtures  installed,  12  months  ending  February  29,  1908 .  2,597 

Total  fixtures  installed,  12  months  ending  February  28,  1907 2,913 

Decrease  last  12  months  over  previous  12  months 316 

Work  Done  by  Sewer  Cleaners. 


Manhole 
Inspections 

March    334 

April 395 

May    398 

June    430 

July    258 

August    293 

September   294 

October    186 

November    323 

December    192 

January   .........  199 

February   125 

Totals  3,427  6,315  51  231  6 

The    Following    Private    Sewers    Were    Constructed    During    the    Twelve 
Months  Ending  February  29,   1908. 

8-in.  Sewer  on  Fannin,  from  Franklin  to   Allen  Paul  Bldg. 

8-in.  Sewer  on  Silver,   from  Washington  to  Decatur. 

8-in.  Sewer  on  Decatur,  from  Sabine  to  Silver. 

6-in.  Sewer  on  Walker,  between  St.  Charles  and  Rice. 

6-in.  Sewer  on  Rusk,  from  Broadway  to   Hutchins. 

6-in.  Sewer  on  Lamar,  from  Chartres  to  St.  Emanuel. 

6-in.  Sewer  on  State,   from   Sabine   to   Silver. 

6-in.  Sewer  on  McKinney,  from  Chartres  to  St.  Emanuel. 

Sewer  in  Courtland  Addition. 
8-in.  Sewer  in  Avondale  Addition. 
10-in.  Sewer  on  Eagle,  from  Main  to  LaBranch. 
6-in.  Sewer  on  Hamilton,  from  Maple  to  end  of  Hamilton. 

13,313  ft. 

Total  number  of  lineal  feet  of  Sewer  laid  in  the  12  months 

ending  February  29,  1908 13,113  ft. 

or  two  and  one-half  miles. 


Flush 

Tank 

Repaired 

Catch  Basin 

Stoppages 

Inspec- 

Broken 

Inspections 

Removed 

tions 

Sewers 

155 

11 

38 

767 

5 

3 

1 

565 

4 

22 

1 

228 

3 

26 

1 

535 

4 

23 

344 

2 

37 

486 

2 

8 

506 

3 

5 

1 

474 

1 

10 

2 

584 

4 

37 

719 

4 

952 

8 

22 

660 

ft. 

418 

ft. 

420 

ft. 

720 

ft. 

270 

ft. 

300 

ft. 

480 

ft. 

600 

ft. 

1,400 

ft. 

5,875 

ft. 

1,630 

ft. 

350 

ft. 
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The    Following"    Public    Sewers    Were    Constructed    During-    the    Twelve 
Months  Ending  February  29,   1908. 
650  ft.  10-in.  Sewer  on  Elgin,  from  Crawford  to  Chenevert. 
1,324  ft.  12-in.  Sewer  on  Elgin,   from   Crawford   to    San   Jacinto. 
1,677  ft.  15-in.  Sewer  on  Elgin,  from   San  Jacinto  to  Louisiana. 
1,116  ft.  20-in.  Sewer  on  Louisiana,  from  Elgin  to  Berry. 
913  ft.  18-in.  Sewer  in  Westmoreland,   from   main   entrance   to   Day 
and  Ross. 

(The    above    includes    what    is    known    as    the    South    End 
Extension  to  City  Sewers.) 
1,617  ft.  12-in.  Sewer  on  Walker,  from  LaBranch  to  Main. 
179  ft.     8-in.  Sewer  on  Fannin,  from  Walker  to  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bldg. 
(This  constitutes  the  Walker  Ave.  or  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Sewer.) 
734  ft.     8-in.  Sewer  on  Bingham,  from  Houston  to  Colorado. 
350  ft.  10-in.  Sewer  on  Harrisburg  Road,  from  Buffalo  Street  Sewer 
to  Harrisburg  Road. 
Total  number  manholes  on  above  Sewers 28 

Total  length  Public  Sewers  laid  during  the  12  months  ending 

February    29,    1908 8,560  ft.    ( 1  6/10  miles) 

SEWER   SYSTEM. 
Statment  of  Expense  for  Twelve  Months  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


SANITARY  SEWER  SYSTEM 


1907  and  1908 


March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. . 
October.  .  .  . 
November.  . 
December. . 
January.  .  .  . 
February.  .  . 


Pumping  Station 


1,036.57 

779.10 

1,045 

1,300.95 

872.47 

1,185.07 

1,383.71 

1,764.26 

446.30 

1,244.21 

1,036.67 

1,003.40 


(b) 

Repairs 

and 
Renewals 


159 

154.74 

143.01 

126.35 

160.68 

115.90 

129.66 

152.56 

121.55 

312.14 

145.01 

141.31 


(O 
Filter 
Beds 


$  261.70 
1,234.79 
350 . 66 
384 . 75 
397.30 
643.25 
510. 
544. 
363.00 
403 . 10 
299.95 
643 


Sewer 
.  Repairs 

and 
Renewals 


98.00 
140.20 
102.00 

99.40 
277.00 
108.80 
106.00 
126.00 
125.75 
123.20 
158.70 
109.15 


(g) 

Sewer 
Inspec- 
tions 


125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 
125.00 


$  32.95 
32.00 
29.00 
20.00 
42.55 
34.00 
27.50 
51.70 
27.50 
27.50 
27.50 
27.50 


Total 813,098.65  81,862.57  86.036.79  8140.30  81,574.50  81,500.00  8397.70 

Total  expense  for  Sewer  Department  year  ending  Feb.  29, 1908.  .$24,592.51 
Total  expense  for  Sewer  Department  year  ending  Feb.  28, 1907.  .   19,046.47 

Increase  of  last  over  previous  year $  5,546.04 

Appropriation  for  year  ending  Feb.  29,  1908 $20,000.00 

Expense  for  year  ending  Feb.  29,  1908 24,592.51 


Amount  expended  over  and  above  appropriation $  4,592.51 

Fees  Collected. 

Sewer  connections,  314 — 24  D.=drain  and  street  opening  fees.  .$    310.75 
Plumbing  permits,  656 — 24  C.  =  plumbing  and  inspection  fees..   1,170.35 


Total    $1,481.10 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  OF  POLICE. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  4,  1908. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  City  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Houston: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my 
annual  report  for  the -year  ending  February  29,  1908. 

I  take  pleasure  in  thanking  the  Honorable  Mayor,  H.  B. 
Rice,  and  the  Honorable  City  Commissioners,  and  wish  you 
many  happy  returns  during  1908. 

I  wish  to  give  credit  in  this  report  for  the  kind  treat- 
ment of  the  members  of  the  Police  Court,  the  Honorable 
Judge,  J.  A.  Kirklicks,  Assistant  City  Attorney,  C.  C.  High- 
smith,  and  Corporation  Clerk,  B.  F.  Frederick. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  force  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  assisting  in 
maintaining  proper  discipline.  Members  of  the  department 
realize  that  strict  obedience  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
makes  it  most  pleasant  for  all  concerned. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Ellis, 
Chief  of  Police. 
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Cost  of  Operating  the  Police  Department  for  the  Year 
Ending  February  29,  1908. 

Salaries  '.:... $65,396.70 

Patrol'wagon  and  equipment 884.15 

Repairs  to  buildings ? , 459.93 

Light   and    heat -.  466.77 

Subsistence    .- .- '.  . 3,541.44 

I   m    Stationery  arid   printing.  : 158.00 

Expenses    of    pound 664.23 

. "       Other   :'. - ...... 1,211.45      .    '  " 

Total ■ $72,782.67 

Received  from"  private  corporations  and  individuals  for  special 

officers  detailed  for  their  protection  and  included  in  revenue. $3,638.10 

Comparative  Statement   of  the  Revenue   and   Operating 
Expenses  of  the  Police  Department. 

Revenue.  Operating  Expenses. 

1£01-   $  9,891.90  $62,27.4.97 

1902 12,603.50  62,498.66 

1903 13,407.15  -  -         58,604.97 

1904 16,414.85  64,506.55 

1905    ._,. ....20,458.55  69.446.52. 

1906    "28,094.75  71,857.90 

1907  ...; 21,676.41  72,782.67 

:  A  Comparative  Statement. 

1904-  1905  •      1906  -    -    1907 

Total  arrests .   4,429  4,770  "     4,815  -        4.480 

Stock  impounded 2,127  2,437  2,7.67*  2,461 

Wagon  calls 2,308  2,482  2,772 

Wagon  mileage  : .--...-      3,844  3,942 

Pound  fees $2,587.60  $  3,250.40  $  3,641.25  $  3,319.65 

Fines  and  costs 9,162:35  12,887.15  15,941.80  13,975.41 

Dog  tax .-.  .       550.00  524.00  808.00  545.00 

Special  detail 4,114.90  3,797.00  7,299.45  3;638.10 

Recapitulation. 

Violating  State  laws 3,845 

Violating  United  States  laws 2 

Violating  City  ordinances 309 

Escaped   convicts   recaptured 1 

Fugitives  from  other  counties 42 

Arrests  on  Suspicion ." 281 

Total   Arrests    \  .  .4,480 

Number  of  head  of  stock  impounded 2,401 

Total  fines  and  costs  collected $13,975.41 

Total  pound  fees  collected 3,319.65 

Total  special  detail  collected 3,638.10 

Total  dog  tax  collected 545.00. 

Total  miscellaneous  collected 198.25 


Total $21,676.43 
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Arrests  Made  During  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


March 

April    

May    

June    

July    

August  .  .  . 
September 
October  ..  . 
November 
December  . 
January  . . 
February    . 


/ White % 

Male    Female 


f Colored — ■> 

Male    Female 


229  9 

,, 204  15 

234  8 

238  2 

.  ., 193  2 

166  7 

183  9 

239  4 

275  3 

255 

281  4 

197  7 

Totai 2,694         70  ' 

Violating  State  Laws. 

Assault    

Aggravated   assault    

Assault  to  murder 

Assault  to  rape 

Abusive  language 

Arson 

Adultery . , 

Burglary 

Bigamy   ■ , ....... 

Carrying  pistol    

Carrying  dirk    

Carrying  knucks   

Cruelty  to  Animals 

Disturbing  the  peace 

Disposing  of  mortgaged  property.  ...... 

Drunk   in  public  place 

Embezzlement 

Forgery , 

Fighting 

Fornication 

Gaming 

Horse  Theft    

Incest    

Keeping  a  disorderly  house 

Lunacy    

Murder    

Malicious  mischief   

Rape 


136 
113 
107 
156 
134 
128 

84 
120 
104 
166 
100 

99 


50 
26 
35 
27 
13 
27 
25 
13 
16 


20 


424 
358 
384 
423 
342 
32S 
301 
376 
398 
428 
392 
323 


1,447       266 


Robbery    , 

Rudely  displaying  a  pistol 

Swindling    

Theft  from  person 

Train  jumping 

Theft     

Threatening  life   

Trespassing   

Vagrancy   

Violating  Sunday  law. 

Violating  United  States  laws  (deserters)  . 


210 

38 

59 

1 

74 

4 

2 

113 

2 

42 

1 

3 

11 

655 

1 

1,206 

22 

36 

307 

1 

13 

2 

1 

7 

32 

15 

10 

3 

2 

1 

2 

4 

13 

187 

3 

36 

704 

19 

2 

3,844 
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Violation  of  City  Ordinances. 

Causing  a  collision 11 

Closet  (failure  to  clean) 3 

Driving  fast 36 

Driving  fast  over  bridge 1 

Driving  through   funeral .  .  .  .  ^ , .  .  11 

Discharging  firearms  in  city  limits.  . . 7 

Distributing  hand  .bills  on  streets 3 

Dripping  oil  on  asplialt  pavement 2 

Failing  to  make  sewer  connections 7 

Jumping   on    street   cars ,  12 

Hacks    (no   number) 2 

Leaving  team   unhitched 49 

License    (peddling  without) 8 

Moving  screen  in  street  cars 6 

Obstructing   streets    9 

Obstructing   sidewalk 1 

Removing  night  soil 2 

Riding  bicycle  on  sidewalk , .  13 

Sleep  in  a  public  place ,. 25 

Turning  in  false  fire  alarm 1 

Tacking  signs  on  poles 7 

Violating  automobile  ordinance 5 

Violating  "move  on"  ordinance 2 

Violating  Article  No.  444 4 

Violating  street  car  compartment  ordinance 3 

Violating  Main  street  "hitching  ordinance 66 

Violating  depot  -ordinance   9 

Violating  midnight  closing  ordinance 2 

Violating  quarantine  ordinance ., .  1 

Violating  plumbers  ordinance 1 

309 
Force  of  the  Police  Department. 

Salary  per  Year 
1  Chief    $  2,000.00 

1  Assistant  Chief 1.380.00 

2  Sergeants    2,220.00 

3  Clerks 3,000.00 

4  Detectives    4,260.00 

1  Warrant  Officer    1,020.00 

2  Turnkeys    1,800.00 

1  Matron , 720.00 

2  Patrol  Drivers 1,800.00 

12  Mounted  Officers    1 2,240.00 

28  Patrolmen   34,200.00 

Totai $64,640.00 

1907. 

Pound  fees $  3,319.65 

Fines  and  costs 13,975.41 

Dog  tax  545.00 

Special   detail    3,638.10 

Other    198.25 

Totai $21,676.41 
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Report   of  Detective  Department  for  the  Year 
Ending  February  29,  1908.  . 

Abusive  language • "...  4- 

Aggravated  assault -"  -3 

Assault -...-' 19 

Assault  to  murder .' -...-....  13 

Assault  to  rape '....:..........  1 

Blockading  the  streets " ' -1 

Burglary    : * .: ......  49 

Carrying  brass  knuckles 1 

Carrying  pistol .  4 

Discharging  firearms  in  the  city  limits 1 

Disturbing  the  peace 29. 

Drunk .  . .: .........  .\  .  .  41 

Past  driving : : . ........  2 

Felony,   embezzlement    *  2 

Fighting . 10- 

Forgery .-'." 15 

Fugitives    .  .  : .- .;. ;. -  42 

Gaming   : -  ■  9 

Horse  theft    - ■  .\  1 

Incest .j.  ...; .  1 

Jumping  on  and  off  street  cars.  .  . ,'.  .  .  .  .-.  '6 

Keeping,  a   disorderly  house ' './  2  , 

Lunacy .........' -.  .  4 

Malicious   mischief  " '. *....:.  3 

Misdemeanor,   embezzlement    .  ^ ............ 3 

Misdemeanor,   swindling .:  ....*.  .  3 

Murder    [ 4 

Peddling  without  a  license 1 

Robbery ■ *:.  ....".  .    '  1 

Sleeping  in  public  place 6 

Suspicion 167 

Sweeping  trash 'in  street   (Article  444)  .  .". 1 

Theft    .... ,  82 

Theft  from  person .' .  5 

Trespassing    •.:..'.  11 

United    States    deserter "   l 

Vagrancy .149 

Violating    Sunday  law 2 

Violating  hitching  ordinance ' 1 

Total    , 700 

Property  Stolen  and   Lost,  Recovered  and  TJnrecovered. 

Stolen  property  recovered $13,900.50 

Stolen  property  unrecovered 7,942.40 

Total  stolen   property-: $21,842.90 

Lost   property   recovered .  $    615.00 

Lost    property    unrecovered 2,034.00 

Total   lost    property .$2,649.00 

Number  of  burglaries  traced  to  boys  during  year  end- 
ing February  29,  1908 51 
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Recapitulation. 

Violation   State  laws 3,844 

Violation  United  States  laws 2 

Violation  City  ordinances 310 

Escaped  convicts  recaptured 1 

Fugitives  from  other  counties 42 

Arrested  on  suspicion 281 

Total  Arrests    4,477 

Number  head  of  stock  impounded  fiscal  year  ending 

February   29,    1908 2,461 

Total  Number  of  Runs  Made,  and  Number  of  Miles  Traveled 
by  Patrol  Wagon  During  Year. 

f Day ^  r Nigh 

Runs  Miles 

March   121            119| 

April    136            131£ 

May    115            144 

June    115            172J 

July    80            149$ 

August   102            146i 

September     115            125 

October    103            122 

November    120            1831 

December    103            1564 

January    94            136 

February   94            166^ 

Total   1,298         1,7521  1,474  2,190 


Runs 

Miles 

124 

1C9 

114 

172 

120 

173 

122 

163 

109 

193 

114 

177 

117 

176 

119 

178 

127 

167 

160 

253 

129 

175 

119 

194 
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THOMAS  O'LEARY, 

CHIEF  OF 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT, 


For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF 
CHIEF  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  4,  1908. 

Hon.  H.  B.  Rice,  Mayor, 

And  Commissions  of  the  City  of  Houston. 

Gentlemen  :  I  herewith  submit  this,  my  annual  re- 
port for  the  year  ending  February  29,  1908,  containing 
information  relative  to  the  operations  and  statistics  of  the 
Fire  Department,  together  with  recommendations. 

I  have  found  the  water  pressure  more  satisfactory  than 
heretofore.  We  are  depending  entirely  on  our  steamers 
at  all  fires,  and  to  properly  supply  them  we  need  an  in- 
crease of  large  mains. 

Proper  fire  escapes  are  not  being  provided  for  in  the  high 
buildings  that  are  now  being  erected. 

The  electric  fire  alarm  system  has  given  good  service  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Our  little  machine  shop  has  been  the  cause  of  great  sav- 
ing to  this  city  in  the  way  of  repairs ;  it  has  more  than  paid 
for  itself  several  times  over. 

We  have  had  several  large  fires  during  the  year,  but  the 
average  is  not  near  what  I  notice  in  other  large  cities. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I  especially  wish  to  thank  His 
Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  other 
Commissioners,  for  their  assistance  rendered  me  during 
the  past  year,  and  especially  for  the  action  that  you  gentle- 
men have  taken  towards  the  improvement  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  coming  year. 

I  also  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  of  Police  and 
his  deputy  and  the  members  of  the  force  for  the  co-operation 
with  this  department  during  fires  throughout  the  year. 
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.  I  especially  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  City  Electri- 
cian and  the  lineman  of  the  Electric  Department  for  their 
service  and  perfect  maintenance  of  the  fire  alarm  system, 
and  to  commend  that  department  for  the  perfect  service 
rendered  throughout  the  year. 

I  wish  to  especially  thank  the  members  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment for  their  faithful  and  efficient  service  rendered  to 
me  during  the  past  year,  and  hope  that  our  association  will 
be  as  pleasant  in  the  future  as  in  the  past.    I  beg  to  remain, 

Very  truly, 

Thos.  O'Leary, 
Chief  of  Fire  Department. 


Cost    of    Maintaining    and    Operating   the   Fire    Department 
for  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 

Salaries    $54,768.40 

Repairs  to  buildings 1,124.09 

Repairs  and  renewals  of  furniture 58.85 

Repairs  and  renewal  of  equipment 7^056.45 

Live  stock,  renewal  and  maintenance 6,261.87 

Fuel   for  engines , 677.60 

Lubricants  and  engine  supplies 238.86 

Chemicals    70.85 

Light   and   heat 1,591.85 

Stationery  and   printing 27.50 

All  other 1.272.39 


Total $73,148.71 

Fire  Alarms  During  the  Fiscal  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 

Box         Telephone       Total 

1907.  Alarms 

March   14 

April 12 

May    12 

June    14 

July    24 

August   16 

September  38 

October    14 

November    24 

December    29 

1908. 

January    19 

February     40 

Total    256  242  498 


arms 

Alarms 

A.M. 

P.M. 

9 

23 

5 

18 

18 

30 

8 

22 

15 

27 

13  . 

14 

22 

36 

14 

22 

16 

40 

11 

29 

10 

26 

8 

18 

13 

51 

12 

39 

8 

22 

10 

12 

22 

46 

19 

27 

29 

58 

23 

35 

30 

49 

16 

33 

50 

90 

42 

48 
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Causes  of  Fires  During  the  Year  1907. 


CAUSE 

< 
1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 

c 

1 

8 
3 

>> 

3 
1 

2 

4 

3r 

< 

2 
2 

n 

in 
1 

1 
1 

o 
O 
O 

1 

4 

1 
> 
o 

*6 

6 

g 

u 
Q 

4 
4 
2 
4 

i 

i 

2 
4 

1 
2 

i 

L2 
L2 

1 
1 
1 

1 

13 
2 
2 

i 
l 

*2 

i 
i 

2 
2 

1 

3 

14 
12 
4 

2 

3 

2 

i 

17 
17 

4 

2 

2 
1 
9 

00 

< 

o 

Boiler  in  Engine  Room 

9 

Dry  Kiln 

1 

1 

Electric  Fan 

1 

Flues 

l 

4 
2 
3 

47 

Flues,  Defective 

44 

90 

Fire  Works 

4 

Grease,  Pot  of  Hot 

l 
i 

i 

i 
i 

i 

i 
i 

i 
l 

1 

2 

*2 

2 

1 

Gas,  Fixtures,  Defective.  .  . 

1 

Gas  Stove 

9 

Gasoline  Stove 

7 

Gas  Jet 

l 

1 

Gasoline  Explosion.  .  .  . 

3 

Grass  on  Fire 

3 

Gasoline  Tank 

1 

Grate,  Defective 

? 

Gas  Iron  Leaking 

1 

Gas  Leaking 

4 

Incendiarv 

2 

l 

i 
i 

l 

*2 

1 

2 

3 

1 
4 

i 

1 
1 

16 

Kettle  of  Tar.  .  .  . 

? 

Lightning 

i 

2 

i 

3 

1 
2 

5 

T> 

Lamp * 

1 

Matches,  Children  Playing  with.  .  . 

3 

Matches,  Rats  Playing  with 

Moving  Picture  Show 

1 
1 

Oil  in  Ditch 

l 

i 

1 

i 

Oil  in  Boiler  Room 

9 

Oil  Pipe  on  Locomotive. . 

1 

Oven,  Overheated 

1 

Oil  Can  Exploded.  .  . 

1 

Oil  Stove  Exploded 

1 

Sparks  from  Flue. . . . 

7 
2 
2 
1 
1 

3 
4 

1 

7 
2 

3 

1 

4 

10 

3 

2 
4 

2 

3 

30 
1 

4 
1 

2 

8 

1 

67 

Sparks  from  Fires 

Q8 

Sparks  from  Foundrv.  •  .    . 

3 

Sparks  from  Locomotive. 

IS 

Sparks  from  Stack 

9 

Sparks  from  Trash 

1 

Sparks  from  Furnace 

1 
1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

? 

3 

Street  Car,  Motor  on. . .  . 

1 

Smoking  in  Barn 

1 

Smoking  Cigarette 

3 

Stove 

Torch 

1 

1 

l 

2 

1 

1 

Trash 

8 

Tinners  Pot 

1 

Unknown 

4 

5 
1 

5 

8 
1 

7 

7 
1 
1 

26 

7 

1 

51 

3 

1 

2 
22 

9 
46 

4 

7 
49 

75 

Wire,  Defective 

4 

Wire,  Live 

4 

23 

30 

27 

36 

10 

Total 

498 
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Insurance  Statistics. 

Value  of  buildings $2,359,930.00 

Value  of  stock  or  furniture 2,779,455.10 

Total  value  of  property  involved $5,139,385.10 

Insurance  on  buildings $    948,050.00 

Insurance  on  stock  or  furniture : 1,017,435.00 

Total  insurance  on  buildings  and  contents $1,965,485.00 

Damage  to   insured   buildings $  284,925.62 

Damage  to  uninsured  buildings ■. 53,136.30 

Damage  to  insured  stock  or  furniture 156444*95 

Damage  to  uninsured  stock  or  furniture 7,823.75 

Total  damage  to  buildings  and  contents $    502,030.62 

Service  Performed  by  tlie  Fire  Department  During  the  Fiscal 
Year  Ending  February  29th,   1908. 


COMPANY 


Hose  Co 

.  .No. 

1 

Hose  Co 

.  .No. 

5 

Hose  Co 

.  .No. 

6 

Hose  Co 

..No. 

7 

Hose  Co 

.  .No. 

8 

Hose  Co 

..No. 

9 

Hose  Co 

.  .  No. 

10 

Steamer  Co 

.  .No. 

2 

Steamer  Co 

.  .No. 

5 

Steamer  Co 

.  .No. 

6 

Steamer  Co 

.  .No. 

7 

Steamer  Co 

.  .  No. 

8 

Steamer  Co 

.  .No. 

10 

Chemical  Co 

.  .No. 

4 

Hook  and  Ladder 

Truck  Co 

.  .No. 

14 

Aerial  Truck  Co. .  .  . 

.  .  No. 

15 

Total 

126 

125 

110 

91 

181 

153 

160 

87 

85 

84 

62 

106 

120 

182 

362 
26 


Miles 
From 
Station 


77.00 

105.25 

92.75 

81.75 

175.25 

187.50 

140.75 

42.75 

63.00 

71.25 

55.50 

89.75 

100.75 

121.00 

377.00 
9.00 


790.2; 


Feet 
Hose 

Used 

•a 

337 
826 
1,370 
120 
348 
424 
570 

421 

105 

490 

32 

80 
66 
81 

18,750 
26,950 
13,950 
17,700 
27,100 
21,750 
25,750 

13,580 

290 

8,039 
611 

3,533 

438 

165,530 

12,935 

5,246 

Time 

at 
Work 


96.00 
149.25 
121.50 
100.75 
174.75 

95 .  25 
116.25 

69.25 
111.75 
101.00 

80.75 
121.75 
106.25 

94.50 

283.75 
23.50 


Number  of  Water  Hydrants  in  the  City. 

First  Ward    45 

Second   Ward    50 

Third  Ward    195 

Fourth   Ward 146 

Fifth   Ward    119 

Sixth   Ward 55 


Total 


610 
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Character  of  Buildings  Damaged  During  the  Year  Ending 
February  29,  1908. 

Frame               Brick  Other  than 

Buildings         Buildings  Buildings 

March   21  2 

April 19                     -4  "  "           7'--- 

May    21      -                 4  -                 -%  .-- 

June    27                       4  5 

•  July 31                       1  .  "                8 

-  August   20                       1  5 

September    39  -                    6  6 

October ...18                       1  3 

November   .' 43  3 

December 35             *        18  '                  5 

January   43                       2  4 

February     79                       3  -8 

Total 396    -                 49  53 

Comparative  Statement  of  Alarms  and  Number  of  Men  Employed, 

-      No.  of  Men  No.  of 

Year     '                                                  Employed  Alarms 

1898    55  226 

1899     55  259 

1900    60  298 

1901     62  297- 

1902    59  300       - 

1903     61  258" 

1904 65  391       ' 

1905    65  364 

1906    65  396 

1907    65  498 


Force  of  the  Department. 

Amount 

Per  Month  Salary 

1  Chief    $150.00  $  1,800.00 

1  Assistant  Chief    90.00  1,080.00 

1  Second  Assistant  Chief 80.00  960  00 

7  Captains   75.00  6,300.00 

15  Drivers 70.00  12.600  00 

1  Driver 72.50  870.00 

1  Tillerman   70.00  840.00 

6  Engineers    90.00  6,480.00 

1  Stoker    70.00  840  00 

4  Chemical  Tankmen  65.00  3,120.00 

6  Laddermen    65.00  4,680.00 

20  Pipemen    60.00  14.400.00 

1  House  Keeper  (Central  Station) 60.00  720.00 

Total  amount  of  salaries $54,690.00 
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Horses  in  Service,  Year  1907. 

Number 

Central  Station  12 

Fire  Station  No.     5 4 

Fire  Station  No.    6 4 

Fire  Station  No.    7 4 

Fire  Station  No.    8 4 

Fire  Station  No.    9 2 

Fire  Station  No.  10 4 

Total    34 

No.  Value 

1  Horse  died  during  the  year $150.00 

5  Horses  sold   315.00 

3  Horses  purchased  during  the  year 740.00 


Apparatus. 

We  have  twenty-one  in  service,  located  at  the   various  stations,   as 
follows: 

Apparatus  No.       Location 

1  Combination  Hose  Wagon 1  Central  Station 

1  Second  size  La  France  Steamer 2  Central  Station 

1  Double  60-gallon  Holloway  Chemical 4  Central  Station 

1  Hose  Wagon   5  Fire  Station  No.    5 

1  Third  size  La  France  Steamer 5  Fire  Station  No.    5 

1  Combination  Hose  Wagon 6  Fire  Station  No.    6 

1  Fourth  size  La  France  Steamer 6  Fire  Station  No.    6 

1  Hose  Wagon   7  Fire  Station  No.    7 

1  Fourth  size  La  France  Steamer 7  Fire  Station  No.    7 

1  Hose  Wagon   8  Fire  Station  No.    8 

1  Third  size  Clapp  &  Jones  Steamer 8  Fire  Station  No.    8 

1  Hose  Wagon 9  Fire  Station  No.    9 

1  Fifth  size  La  France  Rotary  (reserve) 9  Fire  Station  No.    3 

1  Hose  Wagon   10  Fire  Station  No.  10 

1  Fourth  size  La  France  Steamer 10  Fire  Station  No.  10 

1  Hays  Aerial  75-foot  Extension  Ladder 15  Central  Station 

1  Preston  Hook  and  Ladder 14  Central  Station 

1  Chief's  Buggy Central  Station 

2  Assistant  Chief's  Buggies Central  Station 

1  Hose  Reel    (in  reserve) Central  Station 

Steamer  No.  9 Not  in  use 

10 
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Size  and  Dimensions  of  Fire  Steamers  and  Date  Placed  in  Service. 


all 

1° 

Make 

Boiler 

a 
6 

3 

a. 

o 

Capacity 

of  Water 

per  minute 

1895 
1894 
1901 
1901 
1896 
1901 

1900 

2 
5 

6 

7 
8 
10 

9 

La  France 

La  France 

La  France 

La  France 

Clapp  &  Jones 

Metropolitan — 

American    make 
La  France 

2d 

3d 

4th 

4th 

3d 

4th 

5th 

33x60 
30x62 

28x72 
28x72 
30x62 

30x60 
30x66 

7| 
71 
6| 
6| 

7 

6i 

* 

4* 

4i 
4 
4 
41 

4 

t 

9 

8 

7 
7 
8 

7 

700 
600 
500 
500 
600 

500 

§ 

Steamer  No.  9  is  not  in  service,  as  its  pumps  are  disabled. 

*  Steam— l^xl^. 
t  Water — 5x4 -|-. 
§  400,  Rotary. 
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CLARENCE  R.  GEORGE, 

CITY  ELECTRICIAN, 
For  the  Year  Ending  February  29,  1908. 


REPORT  OF  CITY  ELECTRICIAN. 


Houston,  Texas,  February  29,  1908. 

To  the  Hon.  H.  B.  Rice,  Mayor, 

And  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Houston,  Texas: 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  this,  my 
annual  report  for  the  year  ending  February  29,  1908. 

This  report  contains  a  full  statement  of  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  Electrical  Department,  with  improvements 
and  extensions  to  the  fire  alarm  system,  and  recommenda- 
tions for  the  coming  year. 

You  will  also  note  that  I  have  made  mention  of  matters 
pertaining  to  the  ever-present  danger  of  the  overhead  wires, 
also  the  destructive  effects  of  escaping  electric  current  on 
water  pipe. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  expense  of  the  de- 
partment for  the  year  past,  which  is  for  both  electrical 
inspection  and  the  fire  alarm  system : 

EXPENSES  OF' DEPARTMENT. 

Salary,  superintendent  $1,620.00 

Salary,  inspector   1,200.00 

Repairs  and  renewals  to  fire  alarm,  and  lineman's  salary 1.846.21 

Other  expense 244.60 

Total  expense  (ordinary) $4,910.81 

Extraordinary  expense 694.77 

Grand  total $5,605.58 

INSPECTION  OF  ELECTFIC  WIRING. 

This  includes  the  inspection  of  electric  wiring  for  electric 
lighting  and  power.  The  figures  here  shown  do  not  include 
the  number  of  inspections  made,  as  each  permit,  or  about 
70  per  cent,  of  them,  require  that  the  Inspector  make  any- 
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where  from  three  to  five  different  inspections  on  each  in- 
stallation in  buildings  of  new  construction. 

The  inspection  of  electrical  equipments  do  not  get  the  at- 
tention that  should  be  devoted  to  this  part  of  the  depart- 
ment, owing  to  the  insufficient  help  now  in  the  department, 
as  the  one  Inspector  has  more  work  than  he  can  properly 
care  for  and  give  it  the  attention  that  the  inspection  re- 
quires. 

We  are  in  need  of  more  help  in  the  department,  and  I 
would  ask  that  you  make  the  allowance  for  another  In- 
spector in  the  department.  The  addition  of  another  man 
would  be  the  saving  of  the  extra  labor  that  I  have  to  em- 
ploy throughout  the  year,  and  would  also  allow  the  depart- 
ment to  do  all  the  other  electrical  work  for  the  various  oth- 
er city  departments. 

PERMITS  FOR  WIRING. 

Permits  for  electric  wiring 1,337 

Permits  for  electric  service 1,250 

Certificates  on  electrical  installation 37 

Permit  to  set  poles 48 

Poles  inspected   , 500 

Revenue  from   inspection $2,978.60 

ELECTRICAL  WORK  DONE  FOR  OTHER  CITY  DEPARTMENTS. 

Running  wire  and  installing  lights  in  Sam  Houston  Park. 

Wiring  for  and  installing  fan  in  City  Attorney's  office. 

Wiring  and  installing  lights  at  waterworks  pumping  sta- 
tion. 

Wiring  for  and  installing  fan  in  Health  Office. 

Repairing  fixtures  in  Assessor's  office. 

Wiring  for  and  decorating  the  City  Hall  with  lights  for 
Carnival. 

Wiring  for  and  decorating  the  Central  Fire  Station  with 
lights  for  Carnival. 

Wiring  for  and  installing  lights  in  waterworks  office. 

Wiring  for  and  installing  lights  in  Commissioners'  office. 

Repairing  and  partly  rewiring  for  lights  in  No.  6  Engine 
House. 


150  Report  of  City  Electrician 

Rewiring  and  installing  switch  and  service  box  in  the 
Market  sheds  so  the  Market  Master  can  control  lights  as 
needed  without  burning  all  at  the  same  time. 

Changing  wiring  in  Market  tower,  making  it  fireproof. 

IMPROVEMENT  AND  EXTENSION  TO   FIRE  ALARM   SYSTEM. 

The  following  fire  alarm  boxes  have  been  taken  into  the 
shop  and  overhauled,  repainting,  cleaning  and  rewiring: 

No.         Location.  No.         Location. 

57  Hardy  and  Opelousas.  412  San  Felipe  and  Hobson. 

515  Noble  and  Terry.  614  Henderson  and  Railroad. 

37  Main  and  Pease.  323  Crawford  and  Jefferson. 
532  Carr  and  Sumpter.  67  Washington  and  Taylor. 

24  Lyle  and  I.  &  G.  N.  R.  R.  54  Nance  and  Hill. 

23  Congress  and  Austin,  changed  to  keyless  door  box. 

NEW  BOXES. 
No.         Location. 

16  Third  and  Railroad,  Texas  Bag  and  Fibre  Co. 
223  Runnells  and  Lottman-Myer  Mfg.  Co. 
68  Dickson  Car  Wheel  Foundry,  near  Washington  and  S.  P.  R.  R. 

38  Main  and  Rusk,  Mason  Building. 

The  above  were  installed  at  the  expense  of  the  parties  for 
direct  connection  to  the  Fire  Department,  and  are  located 
where  they  are  accessible  to  the  public,  thereby  giving  us 
additional  boxes  to  the  system. 

FIRE  ALARM    LINES. 

Transferred  wires  on  Carr  Street  from  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  to  Sumpter  Street,  and  moved  Box  532  to  new  pole. 

Running  new  wire  on  Texas  Company's  pole  on  the  In- 
ternational &  Great  Northern  place  from  Commerce  Avenue 
to  Runnels  Street. 

Running  two  new  wires  on  Washington  Avenue,  from 
Taylor  Street  to  Southern  Pacific  tracks,  and  installing 
Box  68. 

Rebuilt  line  on  East  Hamilton  Street,  from  Commerce 
to  Lyle  Street. 

Running  new  wire  on  Maffit,  from  Providence  to  Conti, 
and  on  Conti,  from  Maffit  to  Mary  Street. 
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Running  temporary  wire  on  Chenevert  and  Congress, 
from  Preston  to  Dowling  Street,  on  account  of  the  storm  of 
February  12th,  that  wrecked  the  pole  lines  on  Preston  Ave- 
nue and  Harrisburg  Road,  from  Chenevert  Street  to  Rob- 
erts Street. 

Running  new  wire  and  rebuilding  line  on  Preston  Street 
and  Harrisburg  Road,  from  Chenevert  to  Roberts  Street. 

Running  new  wire  and  rebuilding  line  on  Buffalo  and 
Engelke,  account  of  storm. 

LOCATION   OF  FIRE  ALARM   BOXES. 


No.         Location. 

12  Holly  and  Edwards. 

13  Washington  and  Seventh. 

14  Shearn  and  Colorado. 

15  Houston  Ave.  and  Crockett. 
p16  Texas    Bag    and    Fibre    Co., 

Third  and  R.  R. 

112  Holly  and  Crockett. 

113  Sabine  and  Summer. 


No.         Location. 

114  Alamo  and  Colorado. 

p115  Waterman  Foundry,  White 
and  Alabama. 

p121  Magnolia  Brewery,  Washing- 
ton and  Fourth. 

151  Houston  Ave.  and  Edwards. 

152  Bingham  and  Colorado. 


21  Main  and  Franklin. 
p22  Houston  Packing  Co.,  Second 
Ward. 

23  Congress  and  Austin. 

24  Lyle  and  I.  &  G.  N. 

25  Congress  and  Dowling. 

26  German  and  I.  &  G.  N.  Place. 

27  Chenevert  and  Magnolia. 

28  Buffalo  and  Commerce. 


212  Engelke  and  Grand. 
214  San  Jacinto  and  Franklin. 
p221  Houston    Electric    Co.,    Barn. 

Engelke  and  Milby. 

p223  Lottman-Meyer  Mfg.  Co.,  Run- 

nells   and   Lottman. 

251  German  and  Flynn. 

252  Commerce  and  Hamilton. 


31  Main  and  Capitol. 

32  Main  and  McKinney. 

34  Texas  and  LaBranch. 

35  Preston  and  Chenevert. 

36  McKinney  and  Austin. 

37  Main  and  Pease. 

p38  Mason  Bldg.,  Rusk  and  Main. 

312  Jackson  and  Rusk. 

313  Austin  and  Pease. 

314  Rusk  and  Live  Oak. 

315  McKinney  and  Hamilton. 

316  McKinney  and  Dowling. 
321  Hamilton  and  Polk. 

323  Crawford  and  Jefferson. 


325  Gray  and  Caroline. 

326  Main  and  McGowen. 

327  Jackson  and  Dennis. 

328  San  Jacinto  and  Anita. 

331  McGowen  and  Austin. 

332  Chenevert  and  Pierce. 

334  Harrisburg  Road  and  Roberts 

342  Texas  and  Chartres. 

343  Jefferson  and  St.  Emanuel. 

351  Jackson  and  Calhoun. 

352  Chartres  and  Bell. 

353  Walker  and   St.  Emanuel. 

354  Caroline  and  Rusk. 
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No.         Location.  No. 

41  Main  and  Preston.  415 

42  Congress  and  Milam.  416 

43  Capitol  and  Louisiana.  421 
p44  Rice  Hotel,  Main  and  Texas.  425 

45  Milam  and  McKinney.  426 

46  Dallas  and  Smith.  431 

47  McKinney  and  Brazos.  451 

412  San  Felipe  and  Hot  son.  452 

413  Gray  and  Brazos.  453 

414  Tuam  and  Albany. 


Location. 
Main  and  Clay. 
Milam  and  Leeland. 
Travis  and  Calhoun. 
Milam  and  Preston. 
Travis  and  Prairie. 
Milam  and  Elgin. 
Smith  and  Tuam. 
Milam  and  Clay. 
San  Felipe  and  Bagby. 


51  WiUow  and  Wood. 

52  Liberty  and  Chapman. 

53  Montgomery  and  Shea. 

54  Nance  and  Hill. 

p55  Waters-Pierce    Oil    Co.,    Har- 
rington and  Fletcher. 

56  Conti  and  Maffit. 

57  Hardy  and  Opelousas. 

p58  Dickson    Car    Wheel    Works 
Walnut  and  Mill. 

512  Odin  and  Carr. 

513  Loraine  and  Maury. 


514  Harrington  and  Chestnut. 

515  Noble  and  Terry. 

516  Hogan  and  Fulton. 
521  Hill  and  Foot. 

524  Odin  and  Deschaumes. 

525  Odin  and  Clark. 

531  Brooks  and  Hardy. 

532  Sumpter  and  Carr. 

533  West     and     S.     P.     Crossing 

(Burnett). 
551  Loraine  and  McKee. 


61  Preston  and  Cushman.  67  Washington  and  Taylor. 

62  Washington  and  Houston  Av.  p68  Dickson  Car  Wheel  Foundry, 

63  Sabine  and  State.  Chanyville. 

65  Henderson  and  Kane.  613  Silver  and  Edwards. 

p66  South  Texas  Grain  Elevator,  614  Henderson   and   R.   R.    (Cen- 

Winter  and  Taylor.  tre  St.). 

Number  of  boxes,  City 89 

Number  of  boxes,  Private 12 

Total  number  of  boxes 101 


APPROXIMATE  VALUATION  OF  FIRE  ALARM   SYSTEM, 

The  following  is  an  approximate  valuation  of  the  fire 
alarm  system: 

All  engine  house  equipments   (electrical) $  2,927.25 

Outside    construction,    signal    boxes,    wires,    poles    and    other 

fixtures    19,413.89 

Central  office  outfit 9,356.00 

Horse  and  buggy 75.00 

$31,772.14 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  number  of  private  boxes 
attached  to  the  system,  but  they  are  subject  to  public  use, 
and  add  that  much  more  facility  for  calling  the  department. 
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OVERHEAD  WIRES. 

Calling  your  attention  to  the  dangerous  overhead  wires, 
I  also  wish  to  state  that  this  is  one  of  the  problems  that  the 
department  has  to  contend  with  that  is  hard  to  overcome. 

There  are  some  of  the  public  service  electric  companies 
that  have  little  regard  as  to  the  unsafe  condition  that  their 
wires  are  in.  One  of  the  telephone  companies  is  allowing 
its  poles  and  lines  to  become  in  such  unsafe  condition 
throughout  the  city  that  you  can  find  its  wires  falling  for 
the  want  of  attention  and  rebuilding. 

The  overhead  wires  are  a  detriment  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  handling  their  ladders,  and  it  is  of  frequent  occur- 
rence that  they  are  delayed  at  fires  in  raising  ladders  on 
account  of  wires. 

As  we  have  no  ordinance  that  governs  outside  construc- 
tion, I  would  recommend  that  one  be  drawn  up  covering 
this  class  of  electrical  construction. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  some  steps  be  taken  toward  the 
placing  of  all  wires  underground  in  the  business  section  of 
the  city,  as  the  removal  of*  these  wires  will  be  of  no  small 
benefit  to  the  Fire  Department,  and  will  eliminate  that  dan- 
ger from  falling  wires  and  accidents  frequently  caused 
therefrom. 

The  wires  of  the  Citizens  Telephone  Company  that  are 
now  on  poles  in  the  business  section  of  the  city  could  be 
very  easily  and  economically  placed  underground  and  the 
poles  removed  from  the  sidewalks,  as  they  have  an  under- 
ground system  in  the  business  section  of  the  city,  a  part  of 
which  they  have  never  utilized,  which  would  make  it  very 
easy  for  that  company  to  place  their  wires  underground  and 
remove  their  poles,  as  a  great  many  of  their  poles  are  in  a 
state  of  rot  which  makes  them  very  unsightly. 

Under  the  ordinance  relative  to  electrical  work  there  is  a 
clause  that  calls  for  outside  inspection  of  overhead  wires, 
but  does  not  specify  in  what  manner  the  work  shall  or 
should  be  done;  as  a  consequence,  the  work  is  purely  and 
simply   a   matter   of   preference,   economy   or   carelessness, 
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mostly  carelessness,  on  the  part  of  the  companies  or  their 
employes.  In  the  overhead  system  the  telephone,  telegraph 
and  electric  light  and  power  lines  are  strung  just  as  the  line- 
man may  see  fit,  and  in  most  cases  with  an  utter  disregard 
of  the  rights  or  safety  of  anyone. 

There  are  any  number  of  dead  and  unused  wires  running 
from  pole  to  buildings  that  these  companies  should  be  com- 
pelled to  remove  (it's  the  dead  wire  that  is  the  most  dan- 
gerous). There  is  also  any  number  of  poles  that  are  in  an 
unsightly  appearance,  due  to  the  decayed  condition  they  are 
in.  These  poles  in  some  instances  are  so  badly  decayed  that 
they  should  be  removed  at  once. 

To  properly  handle  this  outside  construction  it  will  need 
close  and  careful  inspection. 

UNDERGROUND  SYSTEM  FOR  FIRE  ALARM   WIRES. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  taken  advantage  of  all  the 
underground  work  that  has  been  done  by  those  companies 
that  have  been  laying  conduit,  to  see  that  the  needed  con- 
duit and  outlet  pipes  are  provided  for  the  city  for  its  fire 
alarm  system. 

All  of  the  fire  alarm  wires  in  the  business  section  of  the 
city  are  on  the  poles  of  the  Southwestern  Telephone  Com- 
pany, and  as  the  use  of  these  poles  has  been  discontinued 
by  the  above  company,  owing  to  having  placed  all  their 
wires  and  cables  underground,  they  are  very  anxious  to 
remove  the  poles  from  the  streets,  on  account  of  the  un- 
safe condition  they  are  in,  but  are  unable  to  do  so  until  the 
city  can  remove  its  wires  to  the  underground  system. 

We  are  now  preparing  plans  for  an  underground  system 
for  our  wires,  with  the  prospects  of  having  all  wires  under- 
ground before  the  end  of  this  year. 

DETERIORATION   OF  WATER  PIPE  BY  ELECTROLYSIS. 

As  a  matter  of  future  precaution  for  the  prevention  of 
electrolytic  deterioration  of  water  pipe  by  electrolysis,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  advise  you  that  some  action  should  be 
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taken  for  the  purpose  of  overcoming  this   destruction   of 
all  new  pipe  laid  in  the  future.    , 

I  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  Brownell  system 
of  electrical^  bonding  all  water  pipe,  which  can  be  done  at 
a  very  small  cost,  and  will  no  doubt  save  the  city  thousands 
of  dollars  in  time  to  come. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to 
His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Commissioners,  for  their 
assistance  rendered  the  department  and  myself  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duty  during  the  year,  and  with  your  help  for 
the  coming  year  I  will  endeavor  to  continue  and  complete 
the  improvements  now  contemplated. 

I  also  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Fire  Chief  and 
members  of  that  department  for  assistance  rendered  the 
Electrical  Department.     I  also  wish  to  thank  the  employes 
of  this  department  for  their  services  for  the  past  year. 
Very  respectfully  submitted, 

Clarence  R.  George, 

City  Electrician. 
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REPORT  OF  PARK  DEPARTMENT. 


Houston,  Texas,  March  7,  1908. 

Hon.  H.  B.  Rice, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Houston: 

Dear  Sir:  I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the 
expenses  of  Sam  Houston  and  Elizabeth  Baldwin  Parks, 
beginning  March  1,  1907,  and  ending  February  29,  1908. 

The  ordinary  expenses  of  February  were  $174.00.  Of 
this  amount  $58.60  was  spent  during  the  first  twelve  days 
of  the  month,  while  I  had  charge  of  the  parks. 

I  have  in  the  last  year  added  to  the  attractiveness  as  well 
as  the  usefulness  of  the  park  by  adding  a  children's  play- 
ground, which  consists  of  two  giant  strides,  six  swings, 
climbing  ladders,  teeter  ladders,  climbing  poles  and  ropes, 
sliding  board,  sliding  bars,  see-saw,  etc.  This  playground  is 
crowded  almost  every  day  from  3  p.  m.  until  10  p.  m.,  and 
will  do  much  to  help  many  a  weak  boy  and  girl  into  robust 
manhood  and  womanhood. 

Two  hundred  new  benches  were  added  to  the  park.  A 
barn  was  also  built,  the  material  for  these  improvements 
costing  $322.21.  Several  new  .bridges  were  built  in  the 
park.  All  the  labor  on  these  improvements  was  done  by 
Mr.  Goodman,  the  Park  Superintendent,  and  his  men. 

I  also  had  built  a  water  mill,  as  well  as  several  lakes, 
which  add  much  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  park.  The 
lakes  were  built  by  building  dams  of  concrete  across  the 
ravines.  There  was  also  built  a  wading  pool  for  the  chil- 
dren, with  a  concrete  wall  around  it.  This  wading  pool 
runs  from  four  to  twelve  inches  in  depth,  and  is  greatly  en- 
joyed by  the  children.  A  picture  of  it  was  taken  and  the 
same  was  placed  on  a  postal  card.  These  cards  are  now 
selling  by  the  thousands. 
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The  dams  and  wading  pool  were  built  by  city  prisoners, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Cage,  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets.  I  also  opened  another  entrance  to  the  park  on 
Shipman  Street,  giving  the  people  of  the  city  north  and 
west  of  the  park  an  entrance  without  having  to  go  all 
around  to  Dallas  Street.  The  large  bridge  crossing  the 
bayou  connecting  the  north  and  south  side  of  the  park  was 
washed  away  the  past  summer,  and  I  would  recommend 
that  you  have  built  a  bridge  of  some  kind  at  this  place 
(preferably  concrete),  as  it  causes  a  great  inconvenience  to 
hundreds  of  citizens  who  could  cross  the  bayou  at  that  point. 
One  of  the  most  important  improvements  made  in  the 
park  the  last  year  was  the  putting  up  of  a  monument  by  the 
Daughters  of  the  Robert  E.  Lee  Chapter,  U.  D.  C,  entitled, 
"The  Spirit  of  the  Confederacy." 
The  following  noble  women, 

Mrs.  Julia  H.  Franklin, 

Mrs.  Bettie  P.  Hutchinson, 

Mrs.  Ella  H.  Sydnor, 

Mrs.  Miriam  S.  Holt, 

Mrs.  Mable  F.  Smith, 

Mrs.  Mariah  C.  Weems, 

Mrs.  Stella  J.  Christian, 

Mrs.  Julia  Huston, 

Mrs.  Mary  W.  Beatty, 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bryan, 

Mrs.  Margaret  H.  Foster, 
should  be  remembered  forever  for  this  noble  work.  The 
children  as  well  as  the  grown  people  owe  Mrs.  Mable  F. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Miriam  S.  Holt  and  Robert  E.  Lee  Chapter, 
U.  D.  C,  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  placing  of  the  unique 
Brownie  fountain  in  the  park. 

Another  improvement  also  made  this  year  was  the  build- 
ing of  a  refreshment  pavilion  in  the  park.  It  was  my  in- 
tention to  renovate  the  old  house  this  year,  so  as  to  make 
it  presentable,  and  would  recommend  that  this  be  done. 

Shipman  Street  should  also  be  graveled  from  Heiner  to 
the  park. 
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The  park  budget  was  placed  the  past  year  at  $5,000.00. 
The  expenditures  in  the  following  table  show  that  the  ordi- 
nary expenses  were  $6,316.47.  Out  of  this  amount  $1,567.15 
was  expended  for  the  filling  of  the  lake  in  Elizabeth  Baldwin 
Park,  3,616  1-2  cubic  yards  of  dirt  being  used  to  fill  the 
same.  $561.39  was  spent  for  material  for  the  children's 
playgrounds  and  wading  pool.  These  expenses,  amounting 
to  $2,128.54,  ought  to  have  been  charged  to  permanent  im- 
provements. Had  this  been  done,  my  ordinary  expenses 
would  have  amounted  to  $4,185.93,  leaving  to  the  credit  of 
the  park  fund  $814.07. 

There  were  given  at  the  City  Park  during  the  past  sum- 
mer twenty-nine  concerts,  which  cost  $1,776.00,  of  which 
amount  $500.00  was  given  by  the  city.  Four  hundred  dol- 
lars was  realized  from  the  sale  of  refreshment  privileges, 
and  the  balance  of  $876.00  was  raised  through  the  efforts 
of  Mrs.  Mable  F.  Smith,  Mrs.  March  Culmore,  and  the 
Fourth  Ward  Division  of  the  Civic  Club,  aided  by  the  other 
divisions  over  the  city.  These  ladies  certainly  deserve  the 
thanks  of  all  music-loving  people  for  their  untiring  efforts 
in  raising  this  fund.  Nineteen  concerts  were  given  that 
could  not  otherwise  have  been  offered. 

The  following  table  shows  the  expenses  of  the  park : 

March    $    247.85  $225.80 

April  1,018.49  88.21 

May 795.96  8.95 

June    496.97 

July    1,929.12  36.53 

August    337.97 

September  242.40 

October 280.60 

November   302.00 

December    246.00 

January   244.51  150.00 

February    '. .  .      174.60 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $6,316.47 

Extraordinary  Expense 509.59  $509.59 

Total  Expense $6,826.06 

Respectfully, 

J.  B.  Marmion, 

Park  Commissioner. 
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Expenses  for  the  Month  of  March,  1907. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries $  130.00 

30  C.     Repairs  and  renewals  of  equipment «     4.20 

30  D.     Animals,  replacement  and  keep 5.25 

30  E.     Maintenance    of   grounds,    weekly    pay    roll    and    other 

expenses    99.00 

30  P.     Other  expenses    9.40 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $  247.85 

Extraordinary  Expense 225.80 

Total  Expense  $  473.65 

Expenses  for  the  Month  of  April,   1907. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries    $  219.40 

30  C.     Repairs  and  renewals  of  equipment 110.35 

30  E.     Maintenance    of    grounds.      Material    for    dams    $96.97. 

Play  grounds  $291.21.    Weekly  pay  rolls 673.02. 

30  F.     Other  expenses   15.72 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $1,018.49 

Extraordinary  Expense    88.21 

Total  Expense  $1,096.70 

Expenses  for  the  Month  of  May,    1907. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries    $  177.30 

30  B.     Repairs  and  renewals  of  buildings 3.60 

30  C.     Repairs  and  renewals  of  equipment 16.09 

30  D.     Animals,  replacement  and  keep 11.45 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds.     Weekly  pay  rolls   and  other 

expenses,   $70.84.      Filling   Elizabeth    Baldwin   Park. 

$217.75    575.17 

30  F.     Other  expenses 12.00 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $  795.96 

Extraordinary  Expense    8.95 

Total  Expense  $  804.91 

Expenses  for  the  Month  of  June,   1907. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries    $  177.33 

30  C.     Repairs  and  renewals  of  equipment 3.55 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds 274.84 

30  F.     Other  expenses   68.25 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $  496.97 


162  Report  of  Public  Parks  Department. 


Expenses  for  the  Month  of  July,  1907. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries    $  130.00 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds 1,363.50 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $1,929.12 

Extraordinary  Expense    36.53 

Total  Expense   $1,965.75 

Expenses  for  the  Month  of  August,  1907. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries    $  130.00 

30  D.     Animals,  replacement  and  keep 11.60 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds 183.58 

30  F.     Other  expenses   12.95 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $  337.93 

Expenses  for  the  Month  of  September,  1907. 

30  A.     Monthly   salaries    ' $  70.00 

30  C.     Repairs  and  renewals  of  equipment .60 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds 160.00 

30  F.     Other  expenses 11.60 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $  242.20 

Expenses  for  the  Month  of  October,  1907. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries    $  70.00 

30  D.     Animals,  replacement  and  keep 10.70 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds 176.70 

30  F.     Other  expenses    23.20 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $  280.00 

Expenses  for  the  Month  of  November,  1907. 

30  A.     Monthly   salaries $  70.00 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds 216.20 

30  F.     Other  expenses   15.80 

Total  Ordinary  Expense. $  302i00 

Expenses  for  the  Month  of  December,  1907. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries    $  70.00 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds 176.00 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $  246.00 
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Expenses  for  the  Month  of  January,  1908. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries    $  130.00 

30  B.     Repairs  and  renewals  of  buildings 6.10 

30  D.     Animals,  replacement  and  keep 8.71 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds '.  99.70 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $  244.51 

Expenses  to  February  11th,  1908. 

30  A.     Monthly  salaries    $  70.00 

30  E.     Maintenance  of  grounds 104.60 

Total  Ordinary  Expense $  174.60 

Extraordinary  Expense    150.00 

Total  Expense   $  324.60 
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